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Soviets Upgrading Optical
Spacetracking Station in Egypt LS’)’

The Soviets are upgrading the opt
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Egypt. In May, a shipment of electronic and photographic apparatus arrived
in Egypt, to complement Soviet apparatus already there, and in June 3 Soviet
scientists specializing in tracking satellites arrived, . !

The reported tracking equipment is probably the new traoklng camera :
developed by the Soviets for their planned worl_dw;d,e network of precise optical
spacetracking stations. Helwan apparently - will be one of the stations of this
net. Although the equipment will improve Soviet optical tracking capabxhty,
it will not match the performance of US advanced satellite-tracking
The electronic equipment which arrived in Egypt in May is probably a.ux:lhary
equipment for the new camera and other optical devices. It is not believed
that Helwan has any electronic tracking capability. : :

The Soviet worldwide optical tracking net is still in its infancy. Ap-
paratus at stations of the net rangés from the standard optical tracking camera
NAF A 35/25 to the new improved tracking camera. Helwan is the 5th station
to get the new camera; the others are located in R:Lga (USSR),‘ Antarctica,
Cuba, and Mali. The Soviets may also be able to track satellites optically
in Chile, and they reportedly also are seeking to set up at least oue other
optical tracking site in South America.

One of the objectives of the worldwide tracking net would be to esta.bhsh
or improve Soviet geodetic ties with other continents, both for scientific

. purposes and for improving Soviet ICBM targeting.,
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Cosmos 235 is Soviets' |7th
Recce Satellite Launch of 1968 (&1

Cosmos 235, which the Soviets launched from Tyuram at abouf 0&582
9 August, is a military reconnaissance satellite, the 17th launched by &h&;
Soviets this year, It was injected into an orbital inclination of about 52

degrees by the S1.-4 propulsion system, | 1 50X1 and 3, E.O.13526 J

This spacecraft will be de-orbited 17 August, if the normal 8- day

mission is flown,
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