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Civil War Sites Advisory Cor ™ ‘ssion
Attachment to 115-109 '

The Civil War Sites Advisory Commission, which was established by Public Law 101-628 in 1990,
was mandated to prepare a study of historically significant Civil War sites in the United States. The
Commission was specifically charged with identifying Civil War sites, determining the relative
significance of such sites, assessing short- and long-term threats to their integrity, proposing
alternatives for the preservation and interpretation of such sites, and researching and proposing

innovative open space and land use preservation techniques.

The Commission was comprised of fifteen members, two designated by law, four appointed by the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, four appointed by the President Pro Tempore
of the United States Senate, and five appointed by the Secretary of Interior. The Commission held
sixteen public meetings nation-wide to solicit comment on battlefield preservation. In addition, the
Commission sponsored five preservation workshops to discuss preservation alternatives with
nationally-recognized experts in various fields including heritage tourism and education, historic
preservation, land use and tax laws, local land use planning, and farmland preservation.

The Commission, through its staff historians and volunteers, conducted field studies, historic
research, and consulted with experts to identify and evaluate 384 principal Civil War battle sites in 25
states. Each site was documented in the field and evaluated in terms of its importance to the Civil
War and its various campaigns. The 384 principal sites were prioritized based on military
significance, integrity, threats, and the amount of land currently preserved at each site. Field data
and field maps for sites in and near urban areas were digitized and further studied through computer
mapping and Geographical Information Systems (GIS).

The Commission has used their findings to develop a series of recommendations to the United States
Congress and the Secretary of Interior in a report and action agenda released July 12, 1993. It is
expected that these recommendations will form the basis for legislative proposals in the area of
battlefield preservation.

ITEM #

1.

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM

Commission Meeting Files, 1991-1993,
Minutes and typed transcripts

of Commission meetings and

public hearings. Briefing

materials, written statements,

relevant correspondence, meeting
agendas.

Subject Files, 1291 - 199 3.
Enabling legislation, charter,
overview, workplan, Federal Register
notifications, Commissioner
biographies.

Battlefield Survey Files
Field survey forms, historic
documentation.

AUTHORIZED DISPOSITION

PERMANENT. Transfer immediately
to the Washington National Records
Center. Transfer to National

Archives February 1995.

PERMANENT. Transfer immediately
to the Washington National Records.
Center. Transfer to the National
Archives February, 1995.

PERMANENT. Transfer immediately
to the Washington National Records.
Center. Transfer to the National
Archives February, 1995.




ITEM #

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM

Cartographic Files.

United States Geological Survey
(USGS) Quadrant maps with battlefield
information.

Electronic Records
a. Civil War Sites Database, including
documentation. 1 diskette.

b. Battlefield Acreage Data Printout.
Vol. c. 1 cubic inch

Publications, 1991-1993.

Final Report, Immediate Action
Agenda, Technical supplement,
Battlefield Significance supplement,
Preservation Alternatives report.
Vol. 1 c.f.

AUTHORIZED DISPOSITION

PERMANENT. Part of a work-
in-progress. Transfer to the

CRGIS Facility, Interagency
Resources Division, National

Park Service, Department of Interior.

PERMANENT. Transfer to the
National Archives upon approval of
schedule.

PERMANENT. Transfer immediately
to the Washington National Records
Center. Transfer to the National
Archives February 1995.

PERMANENT. Transfer immediately
to the Washington National Records
Center. Transfer to the National
Archives February 1995.





