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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

TuE NxnoNAL AncHrn:s, 

Washinpton, D. 0., Nouc1nber 15, J{);JD. 

1'o the Congress of the United States: 
In compliance with section~) of the National Archives Act, approved 

June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1122-112,1), which requires the Archivist of 
the United States to make to Congress "at the beginning of each 
regular session, a report for the preceding fiscal year as to the N atiomtl 
Archives, the said report indncling a detailed statement of all aeces.· 
sions and of all receipts and expenditures on account of the said estab­
lishment," I have the honor to submit herewith the fifth annual report 
of the Archivist of the United States, which covers the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 1939. 
Respectfully, 

R. D. vV. CoNNOn, Archi'uist. 
VII 



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


The National ArchiYes has three major objectives. The first of 
these is the concentration and preservation in the National Archives 
Building of all noncurrent records of the Government of the United 
States of such administrative value or historical interest that they 
must be preserved over a long period of years or permanently. 
Progress toward this objective has been made during the year by 
the maintenance and further equipment o:f the National Archives 
Building as a repository where the records are safe from fire, theft, 
and deleterious atmospheric conclitiollS; by the continuance of sur­
veys begun in preceding years to ascertain the location, nature, 
volume, and condition of storage of Federal records; by the ap­
praisal of thousands of cubic feet of Government records reported as 
having no value; by the transfer to the National Archives Building 
of large quantities of Governrnent records having administrative 
value or historical interest, including maps and atlases, motion pic­
tures and sound recordings, and still pictures; and by the fumigation, 
cleaning, and repair of records received. 

Obviously the mere prt>,servation of Govermnent records is not 
enough, and hence the second major objective of The National Ar­
chives is the administration of the records received so as to facilitate. 
their use in the business of the Government and in the service of 
scholarship. Great strides have been made toward the attainment 
of this objective during the year. N mnerous important groups of 
records have been studied, arranged, and described in such a fashion 
that they may be used readily, and increasing numbers of officials 
and scholars have used more and more bodies of records for a 
surprisingly wide variety of purposes. 

The third major objective is the filing and preservation of all 
current Presidential proclamations and Executive orders, and rules, 
regulations, and the like issued by Federal agencies, the immediate 
publication of all those having general applicability and legal effect, 
and the publication of codes of all such documents remaining in 
effect. Current documents of this character have been published in 
the daily issues of the Federal Register, and a codification of those 
in effect on June 1, 1938, has been compiled in preparation for 

publication. 
1 



FU'TH ANNUAL .HRPOlrl' Ol'' AHOHlVIST 

THE NATIONAl, ARCHIVES BUILDING 

On Juno 30, 1938, stack areas in t.he National Archives Building 
containing 752,747 cubic feet of <locument tLrea (that is, space :for 
records and thf} stack equiprnent in which they are stored) were 
equipped either with coutainers or shelves for the stornge of rec01:ds 
and were ready for use, and additional !treas containing 163,818 
cubic feet of document arNt were p1trtiaJly equipped and ~Lvaihtble 
for l'estrictecl use. During the fiscal year ending J nne 30, 1939, 
the status of thH partiitlly equipped m·eas rHmained unchanged; other 
areas, contajning 191,892 cubic feet of document area, of which 
148,994 cubic feet were equipped with shelves and 42,898 cubic feet 
with cases for the stornge of maps and charts, were tumecl over to 
The National Archi·ves. Thus, at tlu~ close, of the year a total of 
1,108,iW7 cubic f eet of document. rtrea, oe 55 per-cent of the total 
storage space in the building, had been made available for use. 
I n addition , substantial pr-ogress had been made by the contmctor 
in pro·dding all the remai11ing unequipped stack areas with shelving, 
a process that is to be completed by the end of the calendar year 
1939. Considerable attention was also giv<m during the year to 
studying the nature, size, and number of containers that would be 
needed for the st.orage o£ records in the stack areas equipped only 
with shelves. The steady p rogress in the equipment o:f the building 
made it possible :for the operating units in The National Archives 
to plan their work so that. records could be received in an orderly 
and business-like manner and at t he same time an efficient and regular 
service could be extended to all agencies of the Government. 

Several "tenant changes" were made to the building during the 
year. Certain stack areas, designed originally for the storage of. 
records, were converted temporarily into workrooms and a humidify­
ing vault in order to :facilitate the pro:ject for flattening pension 
records, which will be described below; a superfluous vault was made 
into an office ; and plans and specifications were dnnvn np for the 
conversion o.f cel'ta:in areas into storage sp1tce :for various types o£ 
still photographic archives and into workroorns for the copyino· of 

. . . . . b 
motwn-p1etnre fllms in Ol'der to pro.mote their preservation. The in­
s.ta.llat:ion of the n.Iarrn. system, which protects the records against 
fire and theft, was contmued, and methods were worked out :for the 
further elimination of fire hnz!trcls in the building Hnd lor the efficient 
:fighting of Hny fire that might occur. As a further aid in the pro­
vision of optimum storage conditions, constant tests ·wel'e made, with 
:.t view to regulation and to possible :improvement, of the workings 
of the air-condi.tio:ning system, which controls the temperature. 
humidity, and chernicnl and dust content of the a:ir in the building. ' 

3 . SUR\,.~:YS OF FEbERAL ARCHIVES 

SURVEYS OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 

. . . · . a1 Ietion of the survey of
The year under revrew saw the vutu, ~omp . . . b . Th 

.Tt'ederalrecords in the District of Co1mnbi~, ":hJch wa~ begun .y -~ 
:N t' lal Ar·clli.ves in 1935 in oTCler to obbun mformatlOn abou~ the~I 
. a 101 · · l tl t· te of thm 

T 1 me the depositories in which they were stort"IC , te s a 
,'lio: n ',,t·r·on "n.cl arrang·em~nt the hazards to which they wel'e ex­
preserv<,. •• ' · -· ' . · ... , , d as far as 

. .oscd the impediments to work l11 the deposltones, an ' . 
p , ··b\e the volume that would probfl.bly be transferred £rom tune to 
poss1 , · Th' 1 ·tended over a
time to The National Archives. 1S survey las ex d . . . ll • 

, . . d thou<>'h the bulk of the work was done urmg, .1e 
5fi·Y:~r perllo93·'6 ar1cl'"'1tas· covered the records of the legislative bt·nt~ch. 
lSCtu ye1U ' .l , .. . ' . f tl 

·of the Government, all the executive departments, the ma]or1ty o... b;e 

independent agencies, a.nd most of the courts. A~>out 3~,000 c.~ :c 


.feet. of records were surveyed during the fiscal ye!r l.ust. end?d, ~un,f 

in<r the total quantity of records surveyed ~o 2,t~9,393 cubtc ;ee\o 


"' d 17 "t3"'t 8"'t9 I't11·11·11 ' 11n· ·feet of motwn-p1cture film, 2,A6,o98p·:tper recor s • • , · o · , · . · d 
s;ill-picture n'e<>'~tives nnd 5,495 sound recordings, whlCh were foun 

, 6 570 difl'ere~1t clep~sitories or r ooms. At the time _they were sur­
111 ,d. •e tl1.al1 a ·t··l·l.ll'C] of all the records were :f:ouncl to be exposed

veye , mor • · · . , . : . . 1 fill} · 
to danger from fire; nearly hal-f. to ~htmag~ from du_st: gnt,_au< :, 

·and smaller proportions to damage from ra1!1, excesstve sunhght, the.ft, 
'mo1d vermin and other hazards. Approxunatel~ half o~ t~~ rec~rds 
·. ·' · d 11 n t be reudily u<::ed because of maccess:Jbihty, r>oor 
surveye cou ( 0 ' . . , , . t , r ·d ly 'll' ­
l ightino- lack of ventilati.on, madequate eqmpmen , or c1801 er ' 
·:tn<Yen~~n~. :Many were so badly wom by constant use or so -we.akenec1 

~~ :ge or other causes that they could not be used without danger of. 

f urther damage. ·f G , · nt 
It should he emphasized, however, that the status o over~nne 

records changes from day to dn.y and that it has not ~e~n. P~)S~I~)-~etl~~ 
keep most. of these. surveys up to :late. The vohtm~ o! ~ecords .n . _ 
·custody of the G overnment agenw~s surveyed l.1as dnnuushecl as ~lwu 

·· · · ds of cubic feet of them have been transferred to The Natw~al 
san · · d ' t l s m
Archives or have been disposed oJ as useless pape1:s; .an. l • · ut. · ­
creased as records have been accumulated by the agenc1e~ .·ll.l t he regu­
lar course of their business. S~milarly' the storage c.onclltJOI!S ~!(rtl~~ 
records have changed as ag~ncH~s have hem; .rno~ed ~r~n: b;nldn bol­
buildino- have been teorgamzed and consohdated, 0.1. l~tn e oeen. a -. 
ic:hed. '1roreover new agencies have sprung up wh~se reco~:ds ~-t :w.::; 
~ ' N tl 1 with •tll 1ts hmlta­not been possible to survey as yet. J: e-ver· 1.e ess, . .· • · . , . .. 

tions this survev has presented the first eomprehensrve p1cture o:f 
Fede~·nl records in the District of Columbia; and to make more gen­
erally available t11e facts it 1ws uncovered, summary reports conct-.rn­

http:conct-.rn
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ing the records of many of the major units surveyed have been made 
and filed. 

Another survey with simihu· objectives was begun in 1936 by the 
1V'orks P rogr ess AdministL·ation at the request and with the co­
opemting sponsorship o:f The National Archives . This· Survey o£ 
Federal Archives, as it was called, was operated as a WPA Federal 
project until June 30, 1937, !tnd since HHtt time its work has been 
carried on by State ptojects and by units of the WPA Historical 
R ecords Survey . The first phase of the work of the Survey was the 
collection of data concerning Federal records outside the D istrict o£ 
Columbia. R elatively l ittle remn.ined to be done durin()' the year 
i~ connection with this portion of the work: and the greater 

0 

part o£ the 
ttme o£ those engaged on the Sunrey was spent on compilinrr from these 
data a descriptive ·work known as the I n:ventor-y of Fede~al A.rchitves 
in tlte States. The publ ica tion of this ln1Jrnttory in mimeographed 
:form was begun during the yeu.r, and, o£ the estimated 80,000 pages 
that it will contain, approximately 44,000 pages were either mimeo­
graphed or edited for mimeographing. A more complete n.ccount of 
t~1e work of t~1e Survey during the fiscal year 193:;, as well as descrip­
tio~~ of special proj~cts unc~ertaken, is contained in the report of 
Philip .M:. Hamer , NatiOnal Dll'ector of the Survey during its existence 
as a separate project, who is now supenisillO' the wo1·k ns Associate 
National D irector o£ the Historical R ecords Survey in chnr"'e of the 
project. His report. is p1·inted as appendix IV to tl~is report. 

0 

APPRAISAL AND DISPOSAL OF RECORDS 

Government records, most of which are routine and ternpomry in 
character, accumulate at the rate of thonsanas o£ cubic feet a year. 
To preserve and store this mass of material would be as expensive as 
it would be impractical and unnecessary. Yet care must be taken to 
avoid the destruction of records possessing administrative value to 
the agency creating them, usefulness to other Government aO'encies 
or. int~rest to historians, economists, sociologists, statisticians, p~litical 
sctenbsts, or other students. Consequently, Federal officials and 
agencies may destroy or otherwise dispose of public records only in 
accordance with existing legislation. From the establishment; of The 
Nat~onal Archives to the d ose of the fiscal year 1939, Ruthor:iz:Ltion 
to dispose of useless papers was obtained by the agencies submitting 
to the Archivist lists and descdptions of recotds believed to be 
useless and by his transmitt ing to Congress, with th e approval of the 
National Arc!1iv~s Council , lists of snch records as appeared, after 
<:areful exanunatiOn ilncl appraisal, to have no further vn.lue. 

The task of appraising r ecords reported t o the A rchiYist as useless 
was especially heayy during the year just closerl. I t is difficult t.l) 

APPUA1SAI, AND DISPOSAL OF RECORDS 

show statistically the m te of increase from year to year, for, althou?h 
the quantity of records may grow at a steady rato, the agencies 
report records £or disposal at irregu:ar inter vals nncllh~s ma~e the 
number of items reported in tlliY s1ngle y~at· an unrehnble mdex; 
moreover, comparison of the lltliHber of in~li;iduul it~ms co~tained in 
lists from year to year is not enti rely satisfactory, 1:ol' an 1te~< ma! 
refer to a simple file of iclenti<.:al forms or to a complex and div:x~si­
fied group of recor ds, it may n rfer to few records or to mnny. I .he 
statistics for 193&-39 nre nevel'lheless worthy of note. At the begm­
ning o£ the yen.r 6,464 items on disposal Hs~s ":ere pending for 
appraisal, and 73,639 ndclitio!wl item~over s1x ttmes the number 
reported in 1938-wer e subnuttecl clnrmg the ye1n·. Of these 80,~03 
items, 73,268 were ftpprnisetl dming the .yenr, as com~ared w1th 
25 424 durin()' the yen.I· 1938. Only 6,835 Iterns, nppL·oxunately the 

, "' . . .~ I 
sa.me number that was on hand at the begmnmg OJ. t. 1e year, re­
mained to be !lppmised on ,June 30, 1939. 

The percentl\ge of items det(mnined t o be useless ltmong those 
appraised rose from 97 percent in 1938 to 99 per cmtt ht 19a9, ~nd 
it seerns likely that the percentage will not dec1·cnso as the agencies, 
The National Archives, and the Congress reach a n e,·cn b etter uuder­
standi.l10' as to which records are to be preserv~d a nd which dis­
cm·ded. o The value of (hE> nppmisal process should not be minimized, 
however. whether only 1 percent or e\'e.Il n £rnctio11 of 1 percent of 
the reco;.ds are preserved . The 1 percent saHd in 1939, for jnstnnce, 
contained ll3 items that tile agencies themselves, 011 second thought, 
requested the Archivist to withdraw £rom. the ] ists aheudy ~u.b­
mittecl to him. It a lso conl!Li.n(:d 190 other 1tems tht\t the Arcluv1st 
deemed important enough to preserve for the Govemment or :for 

scholars. 
In determining whethe r Gorernment rt~ccn·d1; luwe ndministrative 

value or histtn·ical inteTest, The N ntion:\l Archi.Yes takes into aceom1t 
a number of factor~, 1H11011g them questions of duplication and 
iJhysic(\1 bulle One of th~ (h·st of these factors is the extent to 
which s pecific items ai·e duplicated physically, that is. wh ether the 
orirrinal records or copies of lhem exist in other deput"tment o1· bureau 
file~ or in Witshington or field offices. Closely akin to Llris first factor 
is the extent to which the i11fonn t~tion contained in specific iterns 
is dup.llcated elsewhe1·e; Jnany Government records, for example, n.re 
des·igned to serve o11ly u ntU SlHnnutries intended for. pennan.ent 
preservation can be made £rom them to cover longet• per1ods of t1ll18 . 

or broucler fields of investigat ion. A third fnctor is the extent to 
which records aee tontine and recurrent ; obviously i t would be un­
desirable to preseno indefinitely such items as requests f or p ublica­
tions, letters of transmittal. 11nd applications of employees fo r lea.ve 

http:reco;.ds
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of absence. .Another all-important factol' that cannot bo forgotten . 
at any stage of the appraisal process is that of the physical bulk of 
the records. The desimbility of reta ining groups of records musL 
always be weighed against the existence and value of the space 
required in whi<:h to store t hem; therefore, in the case of bulky 
groups of rE>..cords nn inc reasing effort is beiug made to pTeserve 
only representatiYe samples of the mlttet·ial when such samples seem 
adequate for the use of the administrator and the resea.rch scholar . 

It is obvious, therefore, that reconls proposed for d isposal cannot 
be appraised hastily. It is unrea:-;onn.ble, however, to nsk agencies to 
provide stornge for months :for records that are cleatly useloss while 
the disposa.l list·s move slowly tluough the necessary channels. Eveey 
possible effort has therefo re been mad\.\ to expedite the appraisal and 
-disposal procesR. l1l the past, disposn.l lists have sometimes been 
accumulnJed 'fot· weeks in dc,pal' tment and burefnt offices and have 
then bncm tnwsmitted to The Nal ional A.mhive.s at the worst possible 
time for expeditious handling. This situation has been remedied by 
nrranging :for the ·regular and WE~ll -timed submission of l'istl'i. l\fany 
of the early l isl·s J'(lceivecl were un11ecessnrily long, cornplim~ted, !tnd 
r epet.itious ~tnd l'epn'sen tecl m er ely the assembling of numemus lists 
from subdivisions of agHncies. No,~· ma.ny agencies l1ave agr~d to 
consolidate thei l' lists so that fL single item 011 a list may refer to n.l l 
forms in the posse!':~ion of all subdivisions of an ageney that luw~ !L. 

given number nnd fall bet"·ee11 cer tain dates. 
'W ithin T he National Archives the proce.ss has been speeded by the 

assignment to lhs Divisions of Department Archives of the function 
of appru i!':ing the lists f rom the agencies whose transferred recor·ds 
m·e in their custody, thus concent1·ating knowledge concerning thE> 
recordl" of E'<l ch n&rency in !L single cliYision. These divisions maintain 
files of sample (lo<:uments, inforrna.tion about authorizations fot· dis­
posal givt>n in lhe past, nnd other mater ial useful in making it quick 
and thor·ough appr a isaL Some of the d iYisions, with t he cooperation 
of tl10 ngencie!." co ncernecl, have been able to go even fmthcr and makE> 
cont prehtm~ ·nr e sl udi es of the~ l'eeord-keeping systems of the age nr.ies. 
From these studies they haw· been able to prepare sched ule::; fo1· 
v:'lrious aclminislrn tive nnih< of the agencies whereby 1'ecords o f valun 
n.re systernnt·i<:ally pres(~rved and the others are regnhdy (.~liminal,ed , 
much in l'lu:~ SlUIIe fashion as su(·h preservation and elhnination. ·func­
tions 1ne pet1'ormed in European J'egistry offices. Even lTiechani ca.l 
faeto1·s lw vo no!' bPcn ovr.l.'looked in ll!tstening the appJ:a isn.l work. 
Items on disposal lists that the Arc:hivist wished t.n report to Omgres!' 
ns withou t pO l'llH\ll('lll v:dm· O J' histori')rtl in tc•rest, werP fm·merly Mpierl 
from the l1J!C'nc·.v li:-ts into new and usually shorter lists heftwe t.hoy 

APPRAISAL AND DISPOSAL OF HI~COlW!:i 

were transmitted. During the past~ year, however, agency lists were 
submitted on standard forms, and th~ prttctice was begut; of photo­
graphing these lists, of eliminating from tl~e _rhotogmpluc negat_tve 
uny items selected for retention by lhe_At:clnvtst, nnd o~ .r~produc1~1g 
the rema ining items by the offset pr11:tmg p~-occs~. Ilus ~ra.ctice 
·mplified and speeded up the prep:~ral1011 of hsts for tmnsm1ttal to 

Sl . '1" fCongress and at the same time eliminated the poss1b1 tty o error 

in copying. . , 
D espite all these measures, if ~~ ~i:;posal ~1st re1~ched Con.gr~ too 

nea r to adjournment for Congress10nal actiOn thereon or 1f 1t was 
completed and made ready Jor submi_ssion during_ the rt~cess o_£ 
Congress, no records referred to on the h :;t; could he (l tsposed .?f u~t~~ 
Congress met !.VTain perhaps sorne mouth s later. To cope w1th th1s 
s.ittmtion and :~t tl:e same time lo ch1rify the procedure ~ot· .the 
clisposnl of Government. r C\cOrcls, l.{epn:senlativ~} Alfre_cl J .. ~lhott: 
of Californi(~, clnrirman of the Cownntt.ee on the D1sposi~1on of 
Executi~~ e P apers, inttoduced in tho House _o~ Re]:resen~atives on 
Mtty 31, 19:19, a bill "To provide for t:he dispos1t1on o1: cert:.un recor~ls 
of the United States Gove1.·mmmt." A hearing was held _on t he b1ll 

June 12. it was re ported f tworabl.Y to the H ouse, with arne~Id­011 
meuts, on J ;me 14 (H. R ept. 838) , and it. was awuiting further Rct.wn 
t\.t the end of the ye1u·.1 

In o·eneral the bill proviues :for the continuatton of the_ present. 
dispo;ition procedure, but proposes lwo impo.rtant chan~es m order 
to expedite action. The first o ( these .prov1des tl~at, tf tl~e Con­
g ressional committee charged w ith r('pOttlllg on the l~sts sub~1tted by 
the Archivist f ails to act before adjournment on a ny hst submttted not 
less than 10 davs before the adjournment, the ATchivist himseH may 
empower the agency concerned to dispose of the 1·~cords. The second 
chan<Te authorizes the .Archivist to per mit the disposal of valueless 
reco1~s r eported to him during lhc recess of Cong1·ess if t_he records 
" have the same form nmnbe1·s or form Lettct·s or are of the same 
specific kind as other records o·f the same l.l.f,rency pre_viously aut:h?rized 
for disposition by Congress." The hill also contams a prov1s10n of 
an emergency nature that pe_nn its the Archivist, to ha~e dest~·~r~ 
immediately any records in Ius custody or reported to hun that are 
a continuing uHmace to human heal th or li:f.o or to_ property." 

Another important provision in the hill perro1ts the head of an 
agency to alienate records authotized ·for d isposul no.t only_ by sale or 
by causing them to be clesttoJed but also by "transfer (~ntbout .cost 
to the United States Goveemnent.) to nny State OI' dependency of t.he 

1 The biU becttme 11 law on AuguJ>t :;, IHofl (1'uulic, Nu. 20:'1, 76th Cong.); 
f·he text of the act \s -print.e<l iu nppe11cllx I ,,c tld11 report. 
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l!nitec~ States of America or to any appropriate educational institu­
tion, .hbrary, museum, historical, research, or patriotic organization 
there~n; that has m.ade application to him therefor, through the 
Arch1v1s~ of the Umted States." The bill provides further that heads 
of agencies sl:an report to the Archivist and the Archivist to Conrrress 
on records disposed of and ~hat the alienation or destruction otany 
Government records except m accordance with the terms of the new 
act shall be prohibited. 

ACCESSIONS 

Ci~eumstances combined to make it possible foe The National 
Ar:cln:es t? receive duri~1g the fisc~l year under review a greater 
q.ua~1trty of .records than rt had previOusly been able to accept in any 
sun:lar penod. Storage space in the building was steadily made 
avarlable, as has already been indicated; at the beginning of the. 
year r.1early 50,000 cubic feet of records in the various Go~7ernment 
ageneres had been offered and approved for transfer; and the proce­
~1ure for the transfer of reeords was simplified and otherwise 
unproved. 
. This proc~dure, whi~h follo;vs regulations established by the Na­

twnal Areluves. Counml, provrdes that the head of a Govermmmt 
agency who wrshes to recommend the transfer~ of records in its 
custody sh~ll furnish the Arehivist with a descriptive list of the 
r~cm·ds, wlnch thereupon beeome subject to requisition by the Archi­
v~s:. A r~r:resentative. of the Are~1ivist examines the records, pre­
pclles ~ recommendatiOn for thmr acceptance or rejeetion and 
trnns1~11ts the c~eseriptive list and his recommendation to i; staff 
e?mrmttee appomted by the Archivist. This committee studies each 
h~t ~~nd reeornmenclation, determines ·whether the records listed fall 
wrth1~1 the cla~ses the Archivist is authorized by the National 
Arehrv~s Counerl to requisition for transfer,2 and makes its recom­
mend.atwn for the acceptance or rejection of the material. If the 
~rdnvist de~ermi.nes. to accept the records, a requisition for them 
rs prepared for lns srgnature and to it is attached an identification 

2 I. Any archives or records ( n) which the head of the agency in eustodv 
of .t.l:ern m~:v dPem not~ to be rwcc;ssnry for nsP in the conduct of the regula~· 
cm H.nt bnsm:s~ of ~mel agE•Hcy; (b) which he may consider to be in such 
vh:sl:nl. concht:wn_ tha~ th:y c:anno~ be nsNl without danger of damage' to 
them • nud (c) .for whrch, m Ius opmion, he is unnb!P to r)rovide adcCJ!IHt·0 
safe storage. c· 0!' 

~I. Auy archives or records of nuy Federal agency that has gone out of 
exrstence uulE>ss its functions haYe "· t.r",Jrl•,·.··,fr.'l'I·''.Cl" t·o t which hashn_n_ll '" he ngPuey 
cnstody of its rt•corc1s.n:. Any oth.C'r nrchin•s Ot' l'Pcnrc1;; \Vhich the National Arc!dYes Council hv 
~pec;al resnlntiOll, or which tlw hpnd of the agency in cnstodv of. them fo.J 
specral reasons, may authorize to he transferred to The "Nntiot;nl ArehiYc~. 

ACCESSIONS 

inventory of the material. The order in which records thus ap­
proved for transfer are to be moved into the National Archives 
Building is determined by a priority list, which takes into account 
such matters as the conditions of storage, the cost to the Govern­
ment of the storage space occupied, the need of that space for other 
purposes, ancl the value o:f the records. vVhen a group of records 
reaches the top of the priority list and all arrangements have been 
concluded fm their tnmsfel', tho identitlcntim1 inventory is signed by 
represe11tntives of the agency eoDeel'llt'd and of the Archivist and the 
records covered by it are delivered into tho custody of the Archivist. 

The procedure \Yas shortened and made more effective by the trans­
fer, just before the beginning of the fiscal year 1U30, of the function 
of preparing the recommendations on transfer and the identification 
inventories from the Division of Accessions, which vvas subsequently 
abolishe,d, to the Divisions of Department Archives, which have the 
custody of records already received from the various Government 
agencies. An intermediate step in the procedure was eliminated in 
August 1930 when the functions of the receiving room wore divided 
between the Division of Repair and Preservation and the Divisions 
of Department Archives. These two changes, coupled with the in­
creased experience of the staff in handling transfers, aided greatly 
in bringing records to The National Archives in a steady stream. 

Approximately 60,123 cubic feet of records, including maps and 
atlases, motion pictures and sound recordings, and still pictnres, were 
transferred to the custody of the Archivist during the fiseal year 1030, 
as compared with 48,549 cubic feet in the preceding year, an increase 
of 24 p~;~reent. The number of aeeessions mounted even more steeply, 
from 07 to 102, an increase of nearly 100 percent, and as a corollary 
the volume of each accession fell from an average of 500 cubic feet 
to 313 cubic feet. The accessions inclutled records from the United 
States Senate, all 10 exoeHtive departments, 17 independent agencies, 
and 3 Federal courts, and private gifts of motion pictures or sound 
recordings from 11 sources. The largest qttantity of records received 
from any one agency was 28,022 cubic feet from the Department of 
vVar. Then follcm·ed, in order of quantity, records from the Depart­
ment of the Treasury, l2,1G0 cubie feet; from the Maritime Commission, 
6,200 culJie fpet; from the Department of Agriculture, 5,8cl8 cubic feet; 
from the Department of the Interior, il,982 cubic feet; and from the 
United States Court of Claims, 2,445 cubic feet. 

The \Yar Department reeords, wltieh are especially Ynlunl>le both 
administratin~ly and historically, inc:lucle nwst o:f the centralized 
archives of the Army up to 191:2, correspondence and other papers 
of the Secretary of vVar to 1M3, and records of various vVtu· Depart­
ment bureaus prior to 1884. The \Vnr Department also transferred 

1fl~2 1;3-·10--····:l 
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a large collection of the records of the Confedenwy, 1861- 65, includ­
ing military records and reeords of its Congress and of its vVar, 
Tren.sury, and Post Office Departments seized at the close of the 
Civil "War. T he Treasury Depattrnent sent in mimy records of Gov­
ermnent receipts and ~lxpenditures, some of them running buck to 
Hevolutioniu·y dnys. I11 addition there were received large bodies 
of crew lists, signed shipping n.rticles, Rnd other customs and custom­
house records beginning in sorne cns€ \S in the eight eenth centmy ; of 
records pertaining to !.he examinat ion of nati<mnl banks and the 
.liquidation of insolvent .nnti<Jual banks from l86B to the late 1920's; 
and of reeords relating to the coHst ruction, 1'~\pait·, and nltemtion o£ 
Federal buildings, 18in-1938. ]\Jost of the records received from the 
:Maritime Commission were acc unmlated by the United Stutes Ship­
pi11g Board and the Emergency F let\t Corporatiol! of the ·wol'ld War 
period. 

An important part ot the stol'y of the Goi·Pt'l\Btent's aid to agri ­
r:ulture is contained in records tm:nsferred :from the Depa,rt.ment of 
Agt'icu'Jture, some of whieh nnt.eclate its establishment rts au exec ­
utive depttrtment :in 1889. Besides 1·eeords of the Seeretar.Y o£ .Agri­
culture, important for mattE~rs of administ rntion n.nd poliey, thero 
were. received recorcls prrt!lining to soil consm·nttion, forest conserva ­
tion, plunt industry, entomology and plant qual'ant ine, th0 enfo r·co­
ment of purn food a11d dt·ng hi\Ys, nnd Breteorologicnl ob;wnnt"ion~ . 
.Although most o:f' th~\ records received frorn the I nterior Dt•pa r·tment 
were additional shipments of rnat(~rial :from the Office of Indian 
Affairs, thenl 'vere also i11clnded records of the CommissioJH'l'S for 
the District of Colnrnhia, 1791-1802; re(·OJ·ds of the Office of Pnblic 
Buildings aud Grounds and predee<~ssor age:nci~ls, 1802- 1907; a jonr·­
nnJ of ' Vhite H ouse functions, 1902- 9, and o:f Presidenti!d activit-ies, 
1909-16, compiled under the d irection of the military aide to the 
:Peesident; records of lhe Potomac Cornpnny and tho Chesn peltke anll 
Ohio Canal Comp!tny, 1785-HJOO; and old Spanish rutd l\fexicall 
land grant records of Cali fomi:t. The extl•nsi n~ Cour.t of C.ln im:; 
material consist$ of pa.pers fil ed ill eases brought b~J fore t he court 
between 1855 nnd 1923. O ne fina l gt·oup of records should be singled 
out :for special ment:ion-that consisting of rocords of scorf'S of Amm·­
kan diplormtt.ic and consnhtr posts in foreign la nds, \\'hich wer e 1·e­
ceived steadily after .Tanm1ry 1939 as a part o:E n. ,1,-yea.r program of 
the State Department design ed to bting the records of sudt posts t<1 
1912 to The N ntional Arehives. A brief deser iption of nll records 
r eceived during the yenr is prinledns ap,pendi.x II of this .report. 

T he volume o:f all accessions rTw<h• during the fiscal year covered 
by this report a nd t he total \'olro1H~ of rrwterinJ in the custocl5' of the 

ACCESSIONS 

Archivist of · the United Statt~s · on ,Tune 30, 1939, n.re sho·wn m the 

:following table : 


Statistical smnma.n; ot acaessions 

--- -----·­ --~----

. OongrCS$ . .5 1 3, 588 

United State~> Sem1tt- . 
 5 i 3, 538 


Bxec~tt·ive de pttrlments . 49, 981 1 111, 4.9lJ 

Department of State . 852 1 10, 048 

Department o f the Treasury 
 12, 159 . 19, 186 

Department of ·wm· . . 
 23, 022 23, 839 

DepartnHm t o f .Jnst iee 
 82!} 3, 705 

Post Of!lc(' Depart llient 
 52 
 451 

Departmeut of t he Navy 
 1, 5S2 14, 049 
Department of t he lnterio.r ~~. H82 I 14, 380 

Department o f Agric ul ture 
 5, 8<18 1 10,088 

Department of Com.tilNCf.' I 54 .I 13, 382 
"I
Department of Labor ·l 1, tiOl 2, 367 


inde pendent agencies 76, 770 

6 , 95!.1Advisorv Committee on Educati c.m. 3 


Civilian· Conservation Corp:; 


.I 
172 


Cos.tl Commission. . . 175 

Consern\tion and Administration o f t he Public Domain 


Comm ittee . . . . 
 .I 

·l<;xport-Iwport Bank of Washington . . 90
·I 90 

6 


Federal Deposit Insurance Co rporMion . · I 

Ff~dera l F uel D istt-ibuk>•· . . . I 1 

Federal Tn1<le Co10mission 120
120 1 


Fine Art-s Connnission . i . 46 

i · j Food Admi nis·trai-iou . . ! 16, 133 


!
Ji'nel Administration · 1 · . . I l, 545 

I ndian Com wissio ne rs Ho!u-d · i 20 
 23 

Industr ial Co.rnrnisRio n . . . . · I · 
 1 


.I l, 962 

National Cnmnrissio n o" La"' Observance and Eufon:c- . 


ment . 


Mar it ime Commiss io n . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . , 6. 209 


1:33 
213 


Na·t ioll:tl Labor Relat ions Board . 

:'-!at io nal Emergency Co uncil 


125 

National l\okcliation Board . 1, IJ.l3 

Xational Reco \'ery Adm ildst ratio l' . 
 3, 500 

Nntion ~d \Yar Lttbo r B oard . . .. 
 115 


123 

Presidc)n t's Org:~n izatio!l o n UH('lllplo.I·H,ent Relief . 

President's Commissio n on Eco t> omy !Lnd E fn cieuc:•. 


252 

RailrOild Admiuistrat ion 
 2. 439 

S111ithso n ian Institut ion 
 30 

Taritr Commiss ion . 
 20 

Vetemns' Administ n divn 
 34, 887 


• Less diminutiotH!. 
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Statistieal 8111111/WrJJ ot a.:ces.~io11.~-Contiunetl 

-------· 

Sources 

I ndcpendcnt agcndea--Cont inucd. 
W11r I ndustries lloard, Council of ' a t iooa.l D efense and 

Com mittee on Puhlio I nform a tion ' 2, 95l 
~\'a:>h iugton N a tional l\Ionument Societ~ : ..... . 15 
\\'or·ks Progress Adminislratio n . . . . . .. . .. . 187 18'1 

J ud·ici01'JJ . . . . . . . . . . . • . . e, 81/J2, 466 
Uni ted 'tnt es Court of Claims . . . . . . · · · 2. 441)
Di~ lri c t Cour t of the lJnited ~)t~t~s fo~ t·h~ Distri ~t .or. 

C olumbia .. . 
Distri ct Court of the ·U;rit.ed.Stat.es.fo;. th~ EHs.te;·n.D.is-· 


trict of North Carolina . 


2, •145 

II
Dist~i c t Court of the Unit~d .Stat~s · f~r .tl;e ·S~ut:h;rn. 


])rstrict o f Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . 


59, 392 194, 422 
Maps and flthl.~es 2 385 634 
Motiou-picturc fihn aml·s~m;d .re~o;·ctings; 185 '270 
Still piotu res 2 . • . • • • • • • • • • 101 215 

Tot.al . . 60, 123 l95,54l 

1 Less dirninutiotls. 
2 For sources from " ·hich received sec tables on pages 14, 16, 17, aud 18. 

In addi tion to the material actually receiYed there wen' ;t t t.h;; 
close of the ~ear ~3 ,443 cubic feet of paper r ecords and 45,750 running 
feet of mot10n-p1cture film !\ p proved for t ra11sfer and 2,911 cubit: 
f eet of records offered but not yet. approved for t ransfer. 

iJ.1aps and atlases.~Beca use the custody ancl use of map:; a lilt 

atlases pr~s~t~L cettum special problems of a technical mtturt', <1. 

separate dn-ts.1on has been pr ovided for their care. The collectim1 in 
the custody o:f th is di,·ision is made up at present chiefly nf lll.tt p" 

and atlases that. were pre::;erved as g l'oups by the agoncie~ :from whieh 
~hey . ,l.vere rcco~.':ed. In a, fe\~ cases, howe\' cr, isolated maps <LJHl 
,tLlascs fou.lld "1t It records rece1ved by other cnstodial divis i on~ llitv'l" 
?eell tmusferr~d to :it. To the 10,266 archival rna.ps an<l 16i3 ath\s(.!:-, 
Ill t.lns coll~~ctwn 011 J Ulle 80, 1938, wm·e <tdded 2G,423 mnps nnrl ~!ir 
atlas~.s, whtch \\'Cl'e receired from the Departm(~ nts of Wllr, t hv 
In ! Cl' l ~r, a ~ 1 d Commerce. Thes~) additions brought th(~ total of t h" 
colleet1on 111 T~tc. Natio11al Archives on .Tu11e 80, 1939, to 36,689 
mn.ps . ~ 32,180 clrftcr ent maps and 4,500 clnplicntes ) ancl 188 ttl· I n;;<'~ 
(141 chffercn t atlases nnd 47 dnpli.e11tes). 

ACOBSSIONS 

The map collections receired from the Office. of I ndinn Affairs o:f 
the D epati:ment of the I nterior nnd from the Office of the Chief of 
E ngineers of the War D epartmeltt are especially noteworthy. That 
from the Office of Indirm Affairs is the collection that was rehabili ­
tatecl~in the National Archi\1e.s Building during the fiseal years 1938 
fl.Ild 1939 by a Worl<s Progress Administration project. uncler the 
<:ooperatiYe technical supervision of the D i\'isions of R ept1ir and 
P reservation and of Maps and Char ts . The m aps, which range in 
date from about 1830 to 1937, deal chiefly with tl'ibal lands , reserva­
tions, ln.ncl allotme.nts to individual Indians, and rights of "·uy 
tJ1rough I ndian lands for rn.i lrond, h ig hway, pipeline, telephone, 
telegrRph, and power transmission lines. 

\Vherens the I11di!m Office rnnp::; are primarily important fmm the 
legal and ~ldministrati ve points of view' those frorn the omce of 
the Chief of Engineers luwo high h.istor·ical or scientific value. The 
transfer ot the maps from the Ollioo of the Chief of Engineers was 
begun during the fiscal yeae 1938, and appt·oxitna.tely half of those 
intended :for transfer have now been receivecl. l\[ilitn.ry topograph­
ical sur veys made during or immedi(ttely aftel' the Civil vVar :form 
an important part of tho maps t.ransfet'l'ed in the past fiscal year. . 
Among them nre manuscript m:\pS of the Maryland (Uld Virginia 
battlefields prepared under the direction of Brevet Brig. Gen . N. 
Michler, Major of Engineers, which compr ise t hree series : T he 
battlefield areas f rom Antietilm !Ul d H nrper's F erry in the north to 
Richmond and P etersburg in the south Oll the scale of 4 inches to the 
mile, :in 14 sheets ; the belt from Appomat tox to Richmond and 
Petersburg on the scale of 2 inches t o the mile, in 13 sheets; and the 
R ichmond-P etersburg area on the exceptionally large scale of 8 inches 
to the mile, in 28 sheets. Of n considernble portio n of these areas no 
!tclequate topographic mn.ps esis~ toduy, so tha t these Civil W!1.r maps, 
especially in Yiew of tho.ir large sc.t·des, remain to this day, e.xcept for 
the features that have changed with tho lopso o f time, the best repre­
senta.tion o:f many such areas. 

Other important items r elnti11g to tho Civil War are the rnnnu­
script rna p o:f Lh e battlefield of Gettysburg i11 4 sheets on the very 
large scale of 200 :feet to the inch, wit h o. 4-foot contour .iutervaJ, 
based on the smvey-s by Maj. Gen. G . K. vVnn·on in 1868-69, which 
constitutes the definitive representation o·f that, terrain at the time o£ 
the battle; <t 12-sheet manuscript ruap o:f ·washingtou, D. C., and its 
environs on the scale of 6 inches t.o the milo, with a '20-fon t contour 
)nterval, 1864:-66, which shows the defenses o£ th<.' Capital; and the 
m n.nuscdpt, drn,wings and contributory maps from which were pre­

http:l\[ilitn.ry
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pared the maps in the atlas accompanying the Official R ecords of 
tke Union and Conf ede-rate Ar•mie.s. 

Some other topics illustrated by the Corps of Engineers maps ac­
quired during tho past y~r are the military operations dminl! the 
War o:f 1812 on the Canawan boundary; the various Seminole I ndi!m 
wars in ~lorida be!,weeu 1817 and 1857; and the wars of the 'European 
powers 11\ lhe penod between 1830 ~llld 1885, including the CL"imean 
VV~tr, the Fn111co-Prussia.n W ar, and campaigns in E gypt nnd t he 
Sudan. 

The additions to the map and a tlas collection in The Nat iona l 
Archives f~udng the ilscal year 1939 and the quantity of material in 
the collecl1on on June 30, 1939, classified accorclinCY to charact~w a nri 
agencies of d erivation, are shown jn the two tabl;c; below: 

l l cldili(l?l 8 to the ·map an<l atlas collectt'on during the fiscal yem· .l 9SEJ 

, Ms. and Pho~- P I ---·----------..-
Souroos annotated gmphic rlntecl . lJu(Jil· Allnsos 1'otat 

mops cot>ic.~ maps ClltllS !tows 
- ---·-----·- ----------- - - --------· 1 

D e pa·rtmcnt of War. . . . 2, 821 4.69 1, 550 830 2<1 5, 694­
Department of t he Incerior 11,098 3, 858 1, 818 1, 1511 1 18,529 
Depnr·tm cnt ol Commerce. 2, 222 3 

. .... . 2,22sF 
1 

' l'otnl . . . . . . • .1 0, 741 4, 330 ~~~~ 25 26,448 

Qunnti/11 of material in the map and atlas collec1ion of The .\"nt1:onal A r chive8 on 
J une 80, 1989 

Ms. and r' Sources annotnted 
mapo; 

-U-n-it_cd_S_t-at_c_s _, .-c-na- 1-.e-. ----l- - 6-65­

De partment of State. 1, 720 
Department of Wr\r . . . 3, 194 
Dopartmeul of the Interior . 11, 742 
Dcpnrtulcttt of Agriculture . I, 920 
D(!pm·tmon tofCom ntcrcc ... 2 222 
Cor."H:rv ~tio n ancl A.dministra- 11 

' 

r, ton ul_ the Puhl1c Domain 

, Comnul. ~. c~ . . . . . 86 

T•ood .i\dnwH~tr:lttoll . __ :35 

- - -~-~-~ -- - . 21:_53-1 

, I 


!l 

1 
1 . . . [ ... / . . . . . . 

~--~-~--~=-~-~~..­ --·:~ --~Ol 

~ 4, 973 , 5, G82_L~~ 500 f U!:> ;)(), 877 

Photo- ! p . I . I
grnp~c 1 n nted I Dup!J. Atl•~ 1'otlll 
C<lPi~ maps cares ltelllS 

16 1 509 ~ 
71 2,643 

235 1 935 627 59 3, 576 
515 I 2, 255 ! 1, 149 20 7, 142 

•1, 000 I 1, 910 11, 250 27 18, 935 
1881 11 . . . 2, 119 

3 . , 2, 225 
I . . . j . . 
I J. 

313 

A.OCES~ION:,i 

.Yotion pictures mul so·wul 're<;m·dinr;8.- MI).teria ls of this nature 
are, like maps and atlases, prescr\'ed nn<l administered by a separate 
technical division. At the beginning of the fiscal yen.r there were 
370,263 running feet of mot ion-p icture flh11 nnd 99 sound recordings 
in the custody of the Archivist. Accessions duriug the year amounted 
to 1,175,978 r unning feet of motion-pictm e film, a 534 percent increase 
over the 185,600 feet rccei ,·eel in 1038, ltnd 232 sound recordings, a 183 
percent increase over the 82 r eceived tho ye~u' before. The m otion­
picture film received during the fiscal year came f rom 8 executive 
departments, 8 independent agencies, and 9 private sources, the donors 
in the last c.lassification accounting fo r 466,379 nmuiug feet of film . 
Of the sound r ecord ings, 206 were l'CCl'lved :hom 1 executive department 
and 4 independent agencies !tnd the remain·ing 26 were gifts from 2 
private sources. 

Amo11g the n10tion pictures llt'{tWn from Government sources wem 
1 unit of film from the A.ir Corps of the War Department depicting tl1e 

· raising and the last rites of the batth!ship Jlfaine in 1912; 151 units 
from the Navy Department pert!rining to '~Todd War activities and 
showing important officitds of lh~tt period; 12 units frorrt the Smith­

. sonian I nstitution depicting event.s in tho f-tighl of Col. Charles A. 
Lindbergh ncross the Atlantic Oceiut and his good-will tour in Mexico; 
a.nd lnnit from the W'orks Progress Administration showing the havoc 
caused by the New E ngland floods in September 1938. Some of the 
Government sound recorclillf,'S b·ansferred wel'e n t ecordjng from the 
Board of Governors of the F edei'itl Reser ve System of the dt>dication 
by P resident Roosm·elt of the Fl!dCtal Reset·ve Bu ilding in W ashing­
ton; a number of r ecordiuf,'S ft·orn t he Am<'t'ican Battle M onuments 
Commission of dedication ceremonies at American cemeteries and me­
morjals in Europe; and 75 r ecordings of American folk songs and 
other musical renditions f rom th(' Fedentl Music Project of the Works 
P rogress Aclministmtion. . 

l\1otion pictures and soulld recordings "pertaining to and illustrative 
of historical activities of the United States" muy be aecepted by the 
Archivist f rom printte somces. Films of this category accepted during 
the year included 56<1 units fr·om Admiral Richnrd E. Byrd depicting 
his North P ole and trans-Atlantic flights and his subsequent .Antar·ctic 

· expeditions ; 13 units hom the Nationa l Geographic Society, some 
Qf which poetray sccm!S of thE! L tn<'oln E l tsworth expedition in the 
Antarctic regions; 1 unit e nt.it.led "Th~) N(~W York Hat," a pictnre 
produced in 1912, which 'vas donated by Mary P ickford and illustrates 
the beginnings of the use of the "c l o~CI· llp," an .important development 
in motion-pictun• techniqu(~ : :mel !"evenll unit!' front news reel com­
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Sound record-ing~ 

Sources 
Fiscal year 
'1939, Items 

Total to 
Juno 30, 

19'.l<J, items 

Progress Administration 

Total. 

. . . . . . 

1 
10 

102 

2 

91 

206 
26 

232 

1 
10 

102 
35 

2 
10 
91 

251 
80 

331 

Still piot111res.-A. t echHieal division has also been estttblished to 
r esponsible f or the preservation nnd administration of still pic­

such as prints, lantern slides, or glass, film, or paper negatives 
to T he National Archives. B ecause of the lack of suit ­

equipped storage space, however, it has not been possible as yet 
accept htrge collections of such material f rom Government agen­

cies m to segregn.te many individual items of this nature from records 
'already received. To the 47,141 items in the collection in The N a­
t ional Archives on .June 30, 1938, there were added during the fiscal 
year just closed 40,3()3 items, a 125 percent increase over the 17,976 

.· !terns received in 1938. T he items were t'eceived from the Treasury, 
, Interior, and Agriculture Depn,rtments. Most numerous were 
approxi mah~ly 30,000 mounted photographs of completed or 

.,s~spended irrigation and recbmation projects received from the 

'Bin:en.u of l{eclamation of the Interim· Department ; the approxi­

mately L1,400 negati~~es and prints from the Agricultural Economics 


· Bureau of the Depa:l'txnent of Agricultute; and tl1e additional prints, 

negatives , lantern slides, and other Inat.erial from the OJlice of Indian 

Affairs of the Interior D('partrnent supplementing sin.tilar items 
already received. 

T he additions to the still-picture colleetion in The N atiomtl 
Archives during the tlscitl year 1939 and the. qua:ntity of rnaterial 
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panies depicting persons and events in the international cr1s1s of 
September 1938. One of the most interesting gift sound recordings 
contains an eyewitness account, of the Hindenburg disaster at Litke­
hurst, N. J.; it was received f rom Burridge D. Butler, president of 
radio station WLS in Chicago. 

T.he quantities of motion pictures and sound recordings received 
durmg the fiscal year 1939 and the quantities of such material in the 
custody of the Archivist on June 30, 1939, are shown in the following 
table according to the sources from which they ·were drawn: 

M oti on-p-ictuTe film 
····-···-·---- --------·---.... -...--....____ 

Fiscal year 'l'otal to June
Sources 1939, ruuuiog 30, 1939, run­

teet ning teet 
----------- -1------ ­

Department of State . . . . 
Department of the Trf)a.sury. 
Department or War . . 
Department of Justice . 
Post Office Department. 
Department of the Navy 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of Commerce. 
Department or Labor . . . 
Farm Ct·edit Administration. 
Federal Housing Administration . 
Federal Reserve System, Board of Governors . 
Food Administration . . . . . 
Fuel Administration . . . . . 
Inland Waterways Corporation 
Maritime Commission . . . 
National Archives . . .. . . 
National Emergency Council . 
National Youth Administration 
Smithsonian Institution 
Social Security Board . . . 
Works Progress Administration 

,. Private gifts. 

Total . 

4, 999 16, 569 
3,505 72, 998 

862 862 
4, 932 

60,836 60, 836 
123, 850 123, 850 
382, 522 388, 962 

158, 971 
600 22, 908 

10, 732 10,732 
3, 040 3, 040 
4, 224 1 38,373 

75 
1, 932 
2, 564 

325 
173 

926 4,343 
10, 802 10,802 

875 875 
8, 963 1 8,963 

92, 7101531 
14,955 
95, 199 

709, 599 1,043, 239 
466, 379 503, 002 
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in the collection on June 30, 1939, are shown in the follo"·ing table 
according to the sources from ·which the records were drawn : 

18 

Still ·pic/ ures----- ...._	 ,_,_____, _ , , , ....______,_ ,____,_,_ ,___,_,__, __,, ..........,_,___,,__
_ 
SOU l'('(~~ 

D epartment of the Treasu1·y 
Department of War . . . 
Department of the N11,vy . 
D epartment of t he Intm·ior 
.Depar·tmeuL of Agriculture 
Food Administration . 
M aritime Commission 

T otal ..... 

------- ·- ·---..·-­

DIMINUTIONS 

So far as T he Natiotud Archives is concerned, the tmnsfer of rec­
ords is not a strictly one-way process, for while 60,123 cubic feet o:f 
records were being received into the custody of the Archivist, 1,325 
cubic feet-about 33 percent more than the qmmtity in 1938- were 
being removed for one reason ot· another. Slightly more tha.n a tenth 
of the records Jerwi11g the building were returned to the n.gency of 
origin, usually because matters clenJt with in the records had !tgain 
become active ttdministratively or because papers not intended for 
transfer had been inadvertently included in the originnJ shipment 
of records, but in one case certain books that were the personal prop­
erty of an official and had been transferred by mistake with official 
papers were restored to their owner. 

The rest of the diminutions for the year, nearly nine-tenths of 
the total, were made as the result of study of the records by members 
of. the National Archives staff. This study, which covered only part 
of the records of a few agencies, disclosed l ,Hn cL1bic feet of material 

i 
i 	 in the mtture of :forms, duplicate items, and other papers of the sort 
'I
I 	

usually reported for disposal by the .Archivist when found on agency 
disposal lists; this material, chiefly from the records of the Food 
Administration, the I nterior Department , and the Post Office Depart­
ment, was, with the permission of the ngencies concerned, recom­
mended to Congtess for disposal :in accorda.nce with the proeedure 
described e11rlier :in this l'eport. A few cubic feet of unused envelopes 
an.d letterheads, unused forms, hand stamps, stencils, and duplicate 
copies of printed docrummts were also found, and all except the 
printed documents were, with t.he concurrence of the agency involved, 

·I 
:I 

4 
13(5 

4 
(i, 840 

22,037 
52, 824 

4, 399 
432 
968 

87, 504 

35,824 
4, 399 

'10, 363 
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of. As the volume of d uplicate printed documents was 
they wer·e set aside for retention until the use 1md the i~1creas~d 

' of the records would muke it possible to appraise thew 
more !tccuratelv. Heretofore special conespondence with Gov­

Rgencies htL; been necessary in order to obtRin their permis­
to dispose of unused paper, envelopes, and other surplus. stock; 

the eourse of the past. year, however, the time-s~wing .practict~ '"as 
of including as R pa:rt o:f each identification mven~ory an 

zation by the ngency for the disposal .in accordance w1th law 
.any surplus stock found among tlu: records: The. volu~ne of. a.ll 
lJU""'""''""' made dming the fiscal year 1s shown m the followmg table: 

Sources 

" u"""""'"'t of ·the Trcawry 
u"'' "'''""t of Jtistice 

e Depm"tment. . . 
uu·•cmt:nt of the Interior . 
llucm'""'' o.f Commerce 

on Law Observance 

Administration . 

Total. . .. 

237 
383 

2 
70 

460 

9 

1, 161 

Disposed or 
as smplus 

stock. cubic 
toot 

s 

6 

14 

REHABILITATION OF RECORDS 

Jletnroed to 
M0t1CY O[ 

oril!i n, Cltbic 
rce& 

88 
13 

8 

41 

150 

· Because mn.nv of the records received are dirty a.nd a.re infested with 
various kinds of insects, vermin, and other agents destructive to paper, 

· all paper records are :fwnigated and cleaned be!ore ~hey l'tl'~ sent t? 
the stacks. I t naturally follows that the quantity of materud f~mt­
gated in the two vacuum-type va,ults and aircleaned on the speClall~ 
designed cleaning tables has a direct relationship to t~H:) vo~ume of 

·, 	 i·ecords received; and it is a nmtter of considera~le s~ttt~facti?n that, 
the greatly increased quantity of iu·chival materutl receiVed m 1939 
was handled without adclitionaJ equipment or personnel. 

W hen the :fumi<Ya.ted and cleam)d records reach the stacks, one of the 
b 	 • 

rst duties of the custodial divisions is to determine the physlCa con­
1 
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clition of the records and arrange :for necessary repairs. A large pro­
portion of tho older records received are folded uml have been l\ept 
in llUlTOW document fi les; these are often bucUy worn at the folds 
and edges and :frequently cannot be unfolded without being torn or 
fa.lliug apart. Other pitpers, altlwugh received flat, ure br ittle be­
cause of age or the poor quality of the paper; and the bindings of 
hundreds of volumes are sorely in need of repair or replacement. To 
meet these problems in an orderly way, repair programs are worked 
out as rapidly as possible by the chiefs of the custodial divisions and 
the Chief of the D ivision of Repair and P reservation, and the r ecords 
are rehabilitated in accordance with these programs ns time and. 
facilities permit . 

B efore documents ea n be flattened, the custodial divisions must 
in many iustances cheek them .item by item to be certain that all have 
case n umber s or other identifying marl;:s and a1•e in proper ordex:, 
for, if this is not clone, the identity and interconnection previously 
maintained by ·folding may be lost and it will be uncertain whother 
items f ound seemingly out of order were originally misfiled, whether 
they were disordered in the flattening p rocess, or whether for some 
reason not readily apparent they actually belong where they ar e. 
F lattening of records in The National Archives during the fiscnl year 
1939 was pel'fol'!ned by two gr oups, one the regular staff of tho 
D ivision of R epair a.nd Preservation, and the other the workers on 
a ·w or ks Progress Administration projeet. The regular sta ff , which 
was depleled by the assignment of five employees as technical super­
visors ou the W P A project, fl attened a. t.otal of 897,286 sheets during 
the year, ILn increase of 5,319 sheets over the number flattened during 
the fiscal year 1938. 

The l!ugest single group of folded documents in The National 
Archives was that received from the Veterans' Administration. Be· 
cause of its bulk and because the papers are arrrulgecl according to 
cRse numbers, the group constituted ideal material for flattening work 
on a large scale. At the end of August 1938, therefore, a Wor'ks 
Progress Atlministmtion project, sponsored by The Nationr~l 
Archives, was initiated fol' the purpose of un:fo'lcling, fl attening, ttn.d 
r efili11g tho pension records of the Veterans' Achninistration io the 
custody or the A rehiv.ist. Fron:1 300 to 390 workers were eon~tilntly 
e.nguged on the project from its initiation until the end of the fi scal 
yeur. T ltese workers t:r·eatPil 41,030,298 sheets. co:nsidcrnb'ly in excess 
of the estimated produc·tion . 

I n ·flatte ning the reeon1s, nll paper clips, staples, rnhbet· bands, 
and other fastel\(}rS are l'Cll'loved; the records are cn.refully unfolded 
by hand; they are then tmnsfcrred to a htm1idify.ing vault whel'e thH 
paper fibeJ'::i are rendered sufficiently flexible to permit the complete 
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renwval of folds, wrinkles, and cren.ses itl the subsequent flattening 
operation; and this final operation is ped ormed l>y iron.ing the docu­
ment~ on a specially adapted elcct ricnl mangle,_ wh1ch r~embles 
those used in !l home laundt·y. It is Ob\'ious that tlns process mvolves 
a considerable amount of hand wol'k nnd is consequently relatively 
slow. P lans and specificntions havc therefore been prepared '~ith 
the cooperation of the Procut·ement Division of the T~·easm·! D epart­
ment for a m:tchine in which humidifying and Aattenmg will be per­
formed as one continuous operation. It is estimated that the pro­
posed machine c:ln be operated by Lhree persons nnd "'ill have a 
daily capacity of at least 20,000 finished sheets. . 

Many fragile, tom, or clisintegrttt·.ing documents were ~b.scover:d 
by the cnst.ocliltl divisiotts cllll'in~ lhc yenr and we1:e. rehab1ht~ted. m 
vn.rions ways. Some Hi,700 sheels \I'C t·e treated by the lammatwn 
process) "'l~id1 involves coati ng the p:tper on euch s.i dl~ with thi~, 
t.rm1spa.rent., cellulose 1wetate fo il applied under ~~e:tt and pressure m 
a hvdruul.ic press. Two of thes~1 pt·osses are IH'fnlable, but bot h were 
not: operu ted daily throughout the yt-ill' .for ':n n~ of personnel. :r ests 

. ma:de during the year d isclosed thttt larnumt.ton does not distort 
· maps ot other records made on paper ancl that, instead of the usual 
glossy finish, f\, dull finish t'ltll be obtn inecl if desired :for use 01~ thin 
papers or other pupers where lhis fin ish 111ight be more useful or 

appropriate. . 
Other documents relmbilitated included 78 s heets repn1red, 137 

maps ntotmted, 38 maps mounted and crepeli.nod, 559 sheets ~repe­
liMd. and 1,390 specimen bond~ from the Pnbllc Deb~ ~ervJ~e of 
the Treasur y D epartment washed to free them from actdJc r es1dues 
resultin•.,. from stomge in celluloid envelopes. 

The "'rorks Progress Admiuistmtion pt·oject for the rehabilita.tion 
of the mnp collection of the Offic~ o{ I ndian Affairs of the Depart­
ment of the I nterior. which w~lS desn·ibed in the Fourth Annual R e­
prrrt (p. 16), was c~mpleted in D ecember 1938. During the lif~ of 
the · project 1,597 maps wel'e :flattened, 4,130 maps were ~epa1:Cd 
with silk gauze, 3,899 maps we re mountecl on cotton sheetmg, 180 
maps were htminated, and the entire collection was indexe~l on car~ls. 
After the collection h ad been r ehabilitated, the Office of Ind1an Affairs 
transferred it to The National Archives, ~"s has previously been stated. 

Bound volumes to the .number of 2,13S) were repaired during the 
· year, and 1,165 Yolumes were totally dismantled with a view to their 
· preservation as loose papers in the f uture. 

Motion-pictme film requires ltn entirely differen t . treatment f~om 
that accorded paper records in order to promote 1ts preservatwn. 
The storage vaults for mot.ion-pictnr e fi lm, which play an important 

http:hvdruul.ic


22 JiTF'I'H ANNUAL HEPORT OF AIWHIVIS'T AIUtA:NGE:i\IENT AND ngsc:RIPTION OF HEC:OUDS 

part in this process, have been described at length in previous re­
ports. Before a film reaches final storage, however, small samples 
from it are tested chemically for hypo content, viscosity, acidity, and 
other factors related to deterioration, and by this lllf)ans it is possible 
to predict the prnbahh~ li:fe of the film nnd to plan the necessary cor­
reetive measures. Over ;l()() of these tests were made during the year.. 
The film is then inspected, spliced, cleaHNl, pmwh-markecl, labeled, and 
providPd with other rnarks of identification. More than 800,000 feet 
of film were so treated during 1D39. Sometimes the chemical tests. 
and the inspeetiou show that deterioration has progressed to the 
point where duplication is the only effective form of rehabilitation, 
and this work will lw undertaken as soon as eqnipnwnt is available. 

ARRANGEMENT AND DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 

It has already been pointed out that simply preserving records 
from deterioration and destruction is not enough; if they are to 
attain their maximum usefulness they must be made available to 
administrators and researeh workers. Records cannot he said to be 
available, however, unless there are adequate descriptions of them 
for the searcher to eousnlt, and thP eompilation of such desc:riptions 
is rendered almost impossible if the records are disarranged. 

Archival !'epods.-So important are the arrangement and dBscrip­
tion of archival materials that preliminary studies of bodies of 
records are made by The Natimml Archives even before they are 
transferred to the building. The first step occurs when the head of 
a Government agency, in aecordance with the accessioning procedure 
described above, requests the Archivist to requisition certain records 
of the agency. The Archivist's representative then proceeds to ex­
amine and appraise the records, which he often finds disarranged, 
dirty, or stored in dark and erowded quarters so that aecurate identi­
fication and description are difficult. On the basis of the information 
he can obtain, the representative prepares a recommendation on 
transfer, which contains information eonct'rning the provenance, 
quantity, nature, condition, history, chronological duration, indexes, 
value, restrietions on use, and probable netivity for referenc:e pur­
poses of the matel'ial. H the Archivist cleeidefi to requisition th<• 
records, this recommendation provides not onlv tlH\ information 
needed for compiling the formal identification "inventory hut, to­
gether with the identification inventon, also serves for some weeks 
or even months as the only deseriptioll" o:f the records transferrf)d .. 
. vVhen the records are receive<l by the appropriate eustoclial divi­

swn, tlte loose papers are earefully transfenecl from the file cases, 
transfer cases, boxes, and other original eontniners into National 
Archives containers of tlw proper si~e, and the hound volumes are 

placed on steel shelves. In this process the existing arrangement of 
the reeorcls is usually preserved, but, with many old and inactive 
reeords that have suffered disorganization as a result. of repeated 
·moves, an attempt is made to restore the original order and arrange­
ment. A third document, usually ·Jalled a preliminary report, was 
prepared during the year for 13 groups of records. This report, 
.which revises and supplements the earlier documents, usually lists 
the groups and subgroups found in the records and for each of these 
units indieates the general eharaeter, the period covered, the quantity, 
~mel the method of arrangement. Although the preliminary reports 

.· have some value for the searcher, their chie-f importance lies in the 
aiel they give the staffs of the custodial divisions in determining 
whether certain kinds of records are present and in finding docu­
ments >vhen ealls for service are received. 

The recommendation on transfer, the identifieation inventory, and 
.the preEminary report are usually uclequate aids for use in comply­
ing with most of the service requests made for administrative pur­
poses. To make the records more available :for research purposes, 
however, finding mediums based on a more systematic study of the 
history, organization, functions, and personnel of the agency in­
volved and of the nature and history of the records themselves are 
required. Studies of the agency aml of its records necessarily pro­
eeecl in a parallel fashion, and they u~ually result in the completion 
at about the same time of a historical summary dealing with the 
agency and its records and of an identification of series report de­
serihing eaeh series of the records in some detail. The historical 
summary, which is based on a study of statutes, Executive and ad­
ministrative orders, registers of personnel, and other documents, 
published and unpublished, including records in The National 
Archives, describes the organization and activities of the agency and 
any ehanges that may have occurred therein and thus throws light on 
the nature and value of the records resulting from those activities. 
It also contains historieal information about the records themselves, 
which, by recounting the reorganizations, moves, and disasters to which 
they have been subjected, hdps to explain their present state. 

The identification of series report is based on a careful examina­
tion of the records, and it sometimes brings to light doeuments 
long missing, such as an original "unpedeeted" treaty recently 
found in the n•eords of the Senate, and results in the discovery of 
documents of value "·hose existence was unknown or had been lost 
sight of, such as a 60-pnge list of Indian place names in Maine, com­
piled in 18G9, which was fonnd in a field book reeeivec1 from the 
Coast and Geodetic Sm"Yey. It throws light on the relationship of 
the various series or groups of records with each other, and, for 
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some olcleJ: groups, it shows what changes hove been made in their 
arrangement sinc:e they were clcscTibed in guides or other publications 
issued in the past. And finally, it provides £U1 opportunity to check 
the usefulness of 1\ll)' indexes to the records. The infornuttion l~S­
sembled in the conrse of lhe examination is recorded in the report, 
which indicates the character, inclusiYe elates, form and size, ar­
rangement , quantity, and indexes of the material in each seTies. 
Ideulification of series reports were prepl~red :for 32 groups o·f docn­
ments eluting lhe year. 

F ew finding .mediums more detailed tlu~n the identification of 
series report have been prepared a.s yet. Detailed inventories of 
the Tecords of the President's Orgn.nization on Unemployment Relief 
and of two ser ies of records of the Coast and Geodetic Survey have 
vE'.ell compiled as an E-xperiment. and one list of documents has been 
completed and two others are iu pTocess of compilation. The com­
pleted 'Iist covers the doeuments in the Seuate files for the First 
Congress, tLnd tho others an~ a .list of the pape~::; in the international 
treaty files received from tit~~ DepaTtrnent of Stale, which is being 
prepared in accordance wil'11 <lll agreeme11l with the Depar tmenl: 
a.nd a list of I ndian treaty council p roceedings among lhe I ndian 
Office records, which is being cornpiled for the At.t.orney GeneraL As 
yet no calendars of documents have been begun. 

Ola.y.qiflration.-AnotheT ahl iu making r(•cords <lYaiJahle is clust;i­
ficatio:n. U nder the pl:w of classificlltion in use in The Nat·iouaJ 
Archives, the rec.orcls are g rouped to show clearly their intenela­
tionships and thH fnndamenl'nl development. o·f the agency that pro ­
duced o1· nsed them, and numbe1·s nt·e assigned to identify each series 
of records nnd to provide n basis for their final arrangement in the 
stacks. Tl1e first rec<wds to be classified were those of the Food 
Administmtion, which spl'!tng into full bloom rwd vanished in the 
short period o'f the ·w orld ·war. and many of t.h~\ other records 
clnssifi ed have also been tl\Ose of relatively short.-lived indepE-ndent 
!tgencies. DuTing the fisC'nl year 1938, howev<w, a beginning 1\'H.S 

made on the classification of the re.cords of the Senate. As the 
Senate has hnd a long, cont.inuous existence nnd is a. pnrt of the 
legislative rather thnn the executive lmwch of the Government, the 
classificlltion of its recotds })l'OY ided new problems; and still other 
problems were ellcountered during the pllst fiscal year when work 
was begun on the recoTCls of two old-line executive a.gencies, the 
Office of Indian Affnit·s and the Dep:ntment of vVar. The long 
pet·iod of existence of these ngencies1 the complicated nature of their 
organization, the shifting of fuudions from one division to an­
~)ther, the reorganization of the files from time to time, the chnnges 
m the system of preserving th(' r~?cords, and the :fact. that the agencies 
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stl'e functioning now lU1d probably will clo so for a loug period of 
time in the fu ture hitve to be thoroughly considered, studied, and 
analyzed, and the resnltM1t information has to be llccurat(~ly ol'gnnized 

· before an adequate scherne of classification can be evolved. 
The classific:ttion of fi\'e groups of records of the World vVar 

period, those of the Food Administrntion Milling Division, the New 
York office of the Grain Corporation, the \Vhent Director, the War 
I ndustries Board, and the Committee on Pnblic Information, was 
completed, and the corresponding elnssificntion schemes were pre­
p ared in typewritten or processed form during the fiscal year 1939. 
Son1e 3,199 series of documents were :fouud among the 5,590 cubic 
feet. of records thus chtssi.fiea. Almost completed during the year 
wa.s the classification of the records of the Council of National De­

- fense, another 1Vorld W ar agency, and of the Senate, which contain 
npproximntely 7,450 series of documents in 3,993 cubic fcot, of bulk. 
A pn.rt of the work on the Se11ate files involved the detailed study of 

.ILbout 1,200 maps nnd their integration when possible with other 
papers. In the p:relimi tutry classi£1cn t·ion work on the 10,050 cubic 
feet of records of the Office of I ndi!Lt1 Affllirs, about 2,050 of the 
estimnted 2,500 series hnve been surveyed: and similnr prept~ratory 
work has been completed for all the 700 series in the 691 cubic feet 
of records from the Office of the Secretm:y of \Yar: which has been 
ch osen as the starti11g point for the classification o:f the 'Vnr Depart­

. ment records. 
In the classification schemes thus far made available, there is in­


cluded as preliminary matter a brief history of the agency nnd of it-s 

records. T he set·ies making up the entire body of records of the agen­

cy are then listed in accordance 'rith the organization ns determined, 

and for each series there are included the classification symbol ns­


...~.· . ,_,signed, Lhe title o:f the ser ies, explanatory matter such as t'he dates, the 

. ·;scope of the file, and the names of persons involved, the method of 

"filing or entry in the series, a.ncl the amount o:f the nmterial. These 
schemes have proved helpful as finding mediums, and they luwe 
served a.s a basis for !he fimd arrangement and the cataloging of the 
records. 

Oataloging.-The National ArchiYes is compiling a card catalog 
to aid searchers in delermining what agencies and subjects are rep­
l'eseuted in the mn.tcdu.l in its custody tutd what classificat·ion symbols 
or call numbers should ue used in :reque::;tiug records desired. Each 
accession of pRper records is cataloged as a unit imn1edia.tely after 
its an·ival in the building, with entries made under the names of 
agencies and under subjects, and a card summarizing the history o£ 
the agency is provided. More detailed cataloging, wilh the records 
o:f a division o:f an agency or with a series as the unit, is delaye~ 

192245-40--ll 
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until the records have been classified and it is possible to put the call 
number on the catalog cards; at this stttge it is :frequently possible 
also to make catalog entries :for persmml and corporate names as 
>vell as :for units o:f the agency and subjects. 

All the records received during th(l fiscal year 1939 with the excep­
tion of the motion pictures and sound recordings and a :few accessions 
brought in just before ,June 30 were cataloged by accessions. There 
were 134 units so cataloged as compared with 104 for the previous 
year. Division cataloging was cornpleted :for the records o:f the Com­
mittee 011 Public I11:formation and :for parts o:f the records o:f the 
Food Administration and of the Grain Corporation. The records 
o:f the National Commission on Law Observance and Enforcement~ 
sometimes luw\\·11 as the "\Vickersha1n Commission, were the only ones 
cataloged by series during the year. In all, as the result o:f cataloging 
by accessions, divisions, and series, nearly 2,000 cards >ven~ added to the 
p~thlic catalog, and about hYice that Humber were filed in subsidiary 
catalogs. In- addition, three special catalogs "·ere prepared for the 
custodial diYisioHs in charge o:f the records o:f the Food Administra­
tion, the Comrnittee on Pul>lie Information, and the National Com­
mission on Law Observance ancl Enforeement. These catalogs, which 
will be kept in the offices o:f the respective diYisioHs, contain copies of 
the history cards, the "main entry" catalog cards :for the names o:f 
Government ageneies, and the "addell eutry" cards :for personal ancl 
corporate names, but do not include subject entries. 

The compilation o:f a special catalog :for motion pictures and sound 
recorcliugs progressed during the year with the addition o:f ttpproxi­
mateiy 2,000 cards, covering 137,G47 running feet of film and 5G sound 
recording disks, to the public, offieinJ, and other related eatalogs. 
The speeial catalogs :for other photogmphic archives and :for maps 
and atlases have not been begun as yet. 

Indexes.-EYen after a searcher has :found a group o:f records that 
contains material he believes to be of interest to him, the task of 
combirw the material :for items o:f Yalue may be too laborious if there 

b • -~ are no indexes. Surveys were made during the year o:f GG me exes 
containing over 8,000,000 cards, \Yhich were received or were to be· 
received with shipments o:f records, in order to ascertain their scope 
and usefulness; 7 iwlexes, consisting of over 25,000 cards, >vere refiled; 
and () indexes to records in the building on which considerable service 
"·as required were either begun, added to, or copied. Among them 
was a card index prepared as part of the vVPA project :for repairing 
ancl i11dexing the n.tap collection o:f the OfHce of Indian Affairs. 

Gnides.-The archival reports, the classification sehemPs, the card 
catalogs, and tho indexes are nearly all in typewritten :form aml am 
intended primarily :for use by members of the staff and hy searchers 
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who come to the National Archives Building to use the records. To 
inform scholars and the general public more :fully about its holdings, 
there was included as an appendix to the Tlu'rd Anmwl Hepm·t of 
tlw Arehi,vist, which was published early in 1988, a "Guide to the 
:Material in The National Archives, June 80, 1937." Although its 
descriptions \rere admittedly tentative, the mere issuance o:f such a 
guide less than 3 years after the establishment of the institution was 
an achievement. To bridge the gap between this edition of the guide 
and the rwxt, The National Archives in February 1988 began the 
practice of sending quarterly notes concerning the records received 
to the editors o:f some 70 scholarly journals, chiefly in the fields of 
history and the social sciences. A brief summary of the accessions 
during the fiscal year 1938 was printed as an appendix to tho Fourth 
Annual Report of the Archivist, and the summary :for 1939 is printed 
as appendix II o:f this report. 

A revised edition of the guide reached the final stages of preparation 
during the f-iscal year 1Pi3~) and is 11ow in the hands of the printer. 
Like its predecessor it will be tentative in character, it will indicate 
the nature, extent, and availability of records in The National 
Archives, it will present enough data concerning the history and 
functions o:f the agencies represented for an m1derstanding of the 
character o:f their records described therein, it will note existing in­
ventories, indexes, and other finding mediums, and it will cite refer­
ences to works :from which :further information about the agencies and 
their records can be obtained. The new edition will contain revised 
descriptions o:f records listed in the earlier edition, descriptions of all 
subsequent accessions about which sufficient information is available, 
and brief listings o:f all other accessions received before the publication 
goes to press. It is estimated that this edition, which will be issued 
as a separate publication, will contain approximately 250 pages as 
compared with the 58 pages required :for the previous edition. Be­
tween the issuance o:f this new edition of the guide and o-f the next, 
upon ·which work will be started while the present edition is in press, 
it is conternplated that new accessions will be announced by supple­
mentary reports and will also, of course, be covered in the Annual 
Repm·ts of the Archivist. 

SERVICE ON RECORDS 

How the nference seruice operates.-The National Archives re­
ceives in ever grovdng numbers requests :for the use o:f records in 
the custody of the Archivist or :for information :from or copies of 
them. These requests come :from Government agencies and private 
individuals and are made in person, by telephone, by mail, and, occa­
sionally, by telegraph. In responding to these requests, the Division 
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of Heference cooperates with all other professional divisions and acts 
as a coordinating unit to make available to inquirers the constantly 
increasing fund of knowledge about records of the Federal Govern­
ment possessed by the professional staff of The National Archives. 

Searchers coming to the building are directed first to the Division 
of Hefereuce "·here, in accordance with regulations issued by the 
Archivist, anyone having a legitimate reason for using the records 
is furnished a card of admittance. This card allows the searcher 
to use the central search room, where the card catalog is located, 
the west search room, which contains the charge desk for the refer­
ence library, and the east search room, where typing, collating, 
proofreading, microfilming, and similar activities that might be 
disturbing to others may be carried on. About 100 places are avail­
able for investigators in these search rooms. Government officials 
·wishing to use records transferred from their own agencies and re­
sponsible investigators ·wishing to consult large quantities of ma­
terial in the keeping of a single custodial division are permitted 
to use small search rooms adjacent to the office of the appropriate 
custodial elivision and to the records. If maps or atlases are needed 
in their work, the searchers are directed to the map search room, 
where large tables and almost shadowless lighting equipment facili­
tate the use of the material. Arrangements are also made through 
the Division of Reference for the viewing of motion pictures and 
the hearing of sound recordings in the acoustically perfect audi­
torium, which seats 216 persons. 

In the various search rooms the investigator is giYen access to the 
archival reports, the classification schemes, the card catalogs, the 
guide, and tlw other finding mediums previously described. In ad­
dition, he is at liberty to consult with two reference experts, one a 
specialist in the history of the United States and the other a special­
ist in Latin American history and relations with the United States, 
and, if their general knowledge of all groups of records in The 
National Archives is not sufficient for the needs of the investigator, 
they will arrange for conferences with other members of the staff 
who have a more particularly specialized knowledge of certain ad­
ministrative groups of records. vVhen the records desired have been 
selected, a call slip is filled out for tlwm and they are brought to 
the investigator in the search room in which he is working. The 
investigator 'dll find his way further smoothed by a carefully se­
lected reference library of over 65,000 books and pamphlets, princi­
pally Government docunwnts and works in the fields of history and 
the social sciences. 

The requests for service made by telephone and by mail are con­
siderably more numerous than those made in person. Such requests 
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Government agencies for official services on their own records 
are made directly to the custodial division in charge of the body 
of records concerned, and every reasonable effort is made to fulfill 
them. Other Government requests are cleared through the Division 
of Reference, which forwards them to the custodial division that 
has the records pertinent to the subject of the inquiry and transmits 
the response to the investigator when it is received from the division. 
Requests from private sources are handled in a similar fashion, but 
in general the amount of service given without charge to private 
inquirers is less extensive than that given to Government officials. 
In furnishing service on records, it is the practice of The National 
Archives not to make "any evaluation of a particular record or any 
interpretation of the information contained in it." 

Photograph, photostat, or microfilm copies of documents may be 
requested in person, by telephone, or by mail and are supplied by 
The National ArchiYes without charge if they are required for the use 
of the Government or at cost if they ·are made for other purposes. H 
desired, docnments may be certified under the official seal of The 
National Archives, which must be judicially noticed. 

Extent of the use of Peconls.-The use of reeords in The National 
Archives has steadily mounted, Rncl this upward trend was O'iven 
additional impetus on February 1, 1939, ·when, in response to m~ner­
ous requests, the closing hour for the central and east search rooms 
was changed from 4 : 30 p. m. to 7 : 00 p. m. on Mondays through 
Fridays and from 1: 00 p. m. to 5: 00 p. m. on Saturdays. As a 
result of these extended hours and the normal increase in the use of 
the records, the average number of calls for records or for informa­
tion contained in them, which had advanced from 18 a day during 
the fiscal year 1936 to 60 a day during 1938, jumped to 101 a clay 
during the fiscal year 1939. Of the 30,244 requests received during 
the year, 7,903 were for information and 22,341 were for the use of 
records; in complying with the latter requests some 56,885 items­
volumes, btmdles, or individual documents-were furnished. 
Slightly over half of the requests were made by Government agencies 
for the use of their own records, and about a third were made by 
private investigators. To supply the information and records re­
quested, the custodial divisions spent an average of a fourth of their 
time on reference work and some divisions devoted nearly half of 
their time to it 

Cards of admission to the search rooms \Yere issued to 671 persons, 
who made 4,202 visits to The National Archives during the year; 
this represents an increase of 76 percent in the number of searchers 
and of more than 100 percent in the number of visits made during 
the fiscal year 1988. The number of Government investigators who 
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received cards wns 28 perce11t greater than that for 1938, and the 
Humber o'f nongovern.mental investigators was more than doubled. 
In addition to these 4,202 visits, nearly 500 visits were made by per­
sons who obtained information from or about records f rom the 
Division of R eference, t hough they did not themselves consul t the 
1·ecords. Nearly 4 ,000 letters were written dming the year to anS\Yet· 
inquiries received from individuals in every S tate o£ the Union and 
in 9 foreign countries; and photostat, photograph, and microfilm 
copies were made of 22,672 pages of records, three-fourths of them 
for private individuals. Intensive use was made of the map and 
atlas collection, as over 2,000 items in that relatively small body of 
material were consulted ; and 33 showings of motion pictures in the 
custody of the Archivist were held in the auclitorium. 

The 1·ecords of nearly every Government agency represented in 
The NtLtional Archives were used ttt one time or another during tho 
year, though the amount and Imture o:f the use varied. The records 
of the Veterans' Administration, the I nterior Department, tho 
Treasury Departlnent, and the State Department, in that order, were 
those most used by Government officials. On the other hand, the 
groups most used by private investigators, in the order o£ frequency 
of use, were those of the State Department, the I nterior D epartment, 
the Veterans' A.dmin:istration, and the 'War Department. 

Oo-ve?•nrnent u8e of record.s.-.Members of Congress continued to 
cnll upon The National Archires :for a.ssistance. In 160 instances 
they requested information or copies of documents, and the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs was :furnished a collection of Executive 
orders relating to I ndians and Indian reservations for t he use of 
Charles J. K appler in compiling the fifth volume of his I n d ian 
Alfai?·a, L aws, and l '1·eaties. 

Most of t he use of records by GoYernment officials in the execut i'"e 
departments nnd agencies was for udministratiTe rather than histor­
ical or research purposes. The Veterans' Administrntion, for ex­
ample, used its records chiefly h~ connection with new claims for 
pensions or for other 1\dministrtttive needs. Records of the Office 
of I nditm Affnirs \rere drawn on heavily :for legal and other admin­
istrutivc pur·poses, recent exmnples being the use of treaty council 
proceedings ancl a map in The National Archives as evidence in 
lit.igntion ov~)l' land assigned to the Yakima I ndi1ms and the use of 
other council proceedings us evidence in defense o:f tnulitionnl Ind ian 
fishing rights in the Northwest. T he National Park S ervice also 
used records i:n T he N!ltional Archives in connection with the restora­
tion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the derelopment of 
Yo.rious national parks. Treasury records ''ere much used 1n con­
nection with fiscn l nffal-rs, and the State Depa.rtment reco rds were 
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·drawn upon for information regarding past officio.l action. The 
Navy Department made use of ship plans, records dealing with 
ordnance and materiel, and other items of importtmce in the naval 
construction progrnm, and sought such information as the types o:f 
guns on the U. S. Sloop-of-\Var Albany, which was needed to deter­
mine whether a certain vessel recent ly found in the Ca1·ibbenn. Sen 
was the long-lost Albany. I n at least one iustMce the same records 
were needed simultaneously by two Government agencies, and the 
.agency that had borrowed them returned lhem to The National 
Archives so that representatives of both agencies might h ave equal 
opportuni ties for consulting tlu:-m. 

The records preserved in The Nat.ionnl Arch ives Rre especiR\Jy 
le to the Government in defencling claims Rgai.nst it. Their 

in connection with pension claims nnd Indinn litigation has 
.,.,. ~·--·.] been ment ioned. During the pnst year records were also used 

connection with bills introduced in Congress for the mturn of por­
of the three·quarters of a million dollars collected from wool 

as excess profits during theWodd War; a claim :for the return 
taxes allegedly over-rLssessed agai nst a railroad compttny, aJ.nonnting 
some $100,000; claims for alleged losses cnllsecl by Government con­

trol of grain elevators during the "\Vorlcl W !LL' ; a nd lt claim by a 

f01·eign government for $33,000 for clemurmge on a ship taking grain 
to needy civilians i.n European countries during the "\Vorld War. 

Besides these administrative uses of the records, several projects of 
major importance were carried on a t T he National Archives by Gov­
emment agencies during the year. T hese included the select ion 
and transcription of documents for the series of Te7~ritorial Pape1·s 
published by the Department o:f State, the series of Naval Doc!£m~nt.'J 
published by the Navy Depnl'tment, a collection of messages and 
papers o:f the Presidents being compiled by the H istorical Records 
Survey, and a collection of I ndian treaties and related papers being 
assembled by the Depa1tment of Justice. 

Several hundred orders were placed by Government agencies for 
phot<>gt·n.ph and photostat copies of treaties, letters, ship plans, early 
American imprints, and other document.'3, and the National Park 
Service had large quantities o:f documO'nts microfilmed t o serve as 
basic reseo,rch material in its present program for developing the na­

.

. tionaJ parks, monuments, ttnd histm·ic s ites. "The River" and "T he 
· Plow T hat Broke the Phins'' wore tlu~ two rnotion-pictnro films in the 
.custody of the Archivist that were Yiewed most feequei1tly by Govern~ 
ment officials during the year. 
.. These extensive demands made on The National Archives by Gov­
ernment agencies are due in l11..rge part to the increased serviceability 
o:f the records after they have been an·o.nged, described, and ade­

http:phot<>gt�n.ph
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quately housed; and they may be expected to increase as more work 
is done on the records and as more officials become aware of the 
efficiency and variety of services available. 

Private use of reaonls.-Searchers from 42 States, the District of 
Columbia, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Carmela, Cuba, 
France, Greece, and Mexico came to the building during the year to 
do their own investigating. Among them were faculty members and 
graduate students from colleges and universities, lawyers, genealo­
gists, writers, and Government employees. To a much greater de­
gree than in preceding years they worked upon projects, either 
personal or institutional, that involved extensive research of advanced 
character and may be expected to result in significant contributions to 
knowledge. Most of these projects can best be classified as historical 
or biographical, but an encouraging number of them were in such 
fields as economics, government, international Jaw, education, anthro­
pology, geology, art, or literature. Institutional projects included 
the selection and transcription of documents relative to the diplo­
matic relations of the United States with Canada for publication 
by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and a study of 
Senate confirmation of appointments for the Cmmnittee on Public 
Administration of the Social Science Research Council. Motion pic­
tures in the custody of the Archivist were viewed by a class on mo­
tion-picture techniques of American University, by authors who are 
writing books on war psychology and on services provided by the 
Government, and by an investigator who is writing a motion-picture 
script on immigrant contributions to the life of the Nation. 

The foreign relations of the United States were a major interest 
of searchers, and over half of the requisitions sent from the search 
rooms to the custodial divisions were for records of the Department 
of State. Studies were undertaken on one or more phases of the 
diplomatic relations of the United States with Canada, Hawaii, Japan, 
Morocco, Haiti, and Mexico and with Latin America generally. Other 
studies concerned the origins of the Genet Mission, the diplomacy of 
the United States during the Civil War, the Chinese educational 
commission to the United States, 1871-81, the participation of the 
United States in the settlement of Latin American boundary disputes, 
the diplomacy of American territorial expansion, the influence of sugar 
on American diplomacy, and the foreign policy of Grover Cleveland. 

The history of the trans-Mississippi vVest was also popular with 
searchers, doubtless because of the presence of the invaluable vVar 
Department and Indian Office records. Projects in this field were 
concerned with Mormon settlements in the mountain desert regions, 
Apache Indian chiefs, frontier defense in the Southwest, Indian reser­
vations in western Oklahoma, the statehood movements in Oklahoma, 
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;;,'':New Mexico, and Arizona, irrigation problems on Indian reservations, 
,Indian missions in Montana, education among the Navahos, the Hucl­
/~(,n's Bay Company in Oregon Territory, the Bear Flag Revolt in Cal­
ifornia, and the St. Louis whiskey frauds. The vVar Department 
records were also useful in various Civil \Var studies, including those 

···pealing with the Mississippi Gunboat Squadron, Pennsylvania and the 
"\'Var Department, the activities and control of the Northern press, 
;:I:[ungarian soldiers in the Union Army, recruitment and enlistment 
in Illinois, and Rhode Island in the Civil War. 
·· ..·The prevalent interest in economic and social history is reflected in 
:ffiany of the studies undertaken. Among the subjects of such studies 

' 1\'"ere the southern iron industry before the Civil War, the working of 
>Napoleon's continental system as revealed by American commerce, the 

building of steamboats in the Ohio Valley, early American shipping, 
the foreign trade of the United States from 1789 to 1815, the social and 
(l.conomic history of the seaboard States of the Confederacy, the eco­
.homic history of the lm,·er Rio Grande Valley, and the social contribu­
tions of the petroleum industry. 

Projects relating specifically to the activities of agencies of the 
United States included histories of the Regular Army, the Revenue 
Cutter Service, the Public Health Service, the Department of Labor, 
the Committee on Public Information, and the branch mint at Char­
lotte, N. C., and studies of the investigatory functions of the Depart­
ment of Justice, the Union and Confederate aeronautical services 
during the Civil vVar, business pressure for reform of the Consular 
Service, the administration of continental Territories of the United 
States, the amending provisions of the Constitution, the institutional 
history of the judiciary of the Old Northwest, and the operation o:f 
the Federal courts in North Carolina during the reconstruction period. 

Among the subjects of biographical studies by searchers were 
Presidents of the United States, diplomats, cabinet officers, Anny 
and Navy officers, officials of the Confederacy, and other persons as 
different as Sequoyah, inventor of the Cherokee alphabet, Thomas A. 
Scott, president of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and Louis 
A. G. Bose, French naturalist. InYestigations of the histories of 
two families in their relation to certain phases of American history 
were undertaken, and numerous searches for genealogical in:fonna­
tion were made. 

Of partieular uote, in view of the fact that The National Archives 
has custody only of offieial records of the Government of the United 
States, with the exception of certain motion pictures and sou:nd 
recordings, >vere a number of studies of historical developments in 
which the United States Government participated only slightly or not 
at all. In many cases information on these subjects was obtained 
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from reports of American diplomatic or consular officers abroad. 
In this group 1vere studies of Puerto Rico in the pre-annexation 
period, Madagascar in relation to Anglo-French rivalry, the rubber 
boom in the Amazon region, early Cuban families, the intenmtional 
status of Korea, treaty ports and foreign concessions in China, Den­
mark and Napoleon's continental system, the historical and social 
development of the :family in Puerto Rico, the transition in Jamaictt 
from slavery to freedom, English noncoufonuist sentiment regarding 
the American Civil ·war, and English republicanism. 

JHore than half of the inquiries answered by letter by The National 
Archives during the fiscal year 1m~0 were concemed with the estab­
lishment of dates and places of birth, nmniage, or death or other 
data relatiw to personal history. Possibly half of the requests for 
information of this character \Yet·e from Stttte social sc•curity agen­
cies, which sought eviclenc(~ of the age of applicants for old-age 
pensions, and many others 1vere from the imliYiduals eo1werned. Iu 
numerous eases The National Archives was alJle, through consulta­
tion of pension and other records, to :furnish documentary proof of 
age or citizenship that was of grent assistance to old and needy per­
sons. Similar in nature ·were nutnerous requests for aid in the estab­
lishment of the citizenship of persons either in or from Germany, 
which could sometimes be fmnished from passport or consular or 
diplomatic records, and for aiel in determi11ing the degree of blood 
or tribal status of an individual claiming to be an Indian, upon 
which depended his right to share in tribal assets. 

Correspondence 'vith historical and other scholarly irlYestigators 
involved in general t'vo types of services. The first of these required 
the making of surnys for the purpose of determining what materials 
were available in The National ArchiYes for the study of general 
subjects, such as a survey of the materials relating to Latin America 
for use in a reference book or a survey of the manuscripts signed or 
written by Abraham Lincoln for use in building up the collection of 
Lincolniaua at Brown University. The second type of service called 
:for the furnishing of detailed information on specific subjects, such 
as the state of the \Yeather in ·washington, D. C., on ,July 9 and 
September 7, 18'16. 

Photostats or photographic copies of docmnents made for unofficial 
use were usually intended for study, evidence, exhibit, or the illustra­
tion of books, ne"·spaper articles, and the like. One interesting 
group of documents relating to the career of ,John Hay was photo­
stated and supplied to the ·washington County (Ind.) Historical 
Society in compliance with a Congressional resolution that authorized 
the Archivist to furnish copies of documents to the society for use 
in commemorating the centennial of the birth of Hay. A copy 

of the Pacific Hailrond Act of 1862 >vas furnished Paramount Pic­
tures, Inc., for use in the film "Union Pacific" in connection with the 
scene showing the signing of the aet by President Lincoln. A num­
ber of statutes and other documents relating to the financial and 
monetary history of the United States were copied for publication 
in an illustrated article in a financial periodical. So many repeated 
orders were receh·ed for reprocluetio11s of a small number of inter­
esting or significant documents that a special file of negatives Yvas 
built up so that prints might be made without disturbing the original 
documents. Among these documents are the original joint resolu­
tion proposing the ten nmendm~nts to the Constitution that are 
knoiYn as the Bill of Rights, the Ernanc:ipatiou Proclamation, the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and all documents reproduced in the 
Anmwl Repods of the ArchiYist. 

Microfilm prints of docunwnts, for which there 1vas an increasing 
demand, >ve.re made usually as a means of reproducing an e,xtensive 
body of basic research material. One of the largest orders during 
the year was that of the department of anthropology of the Univer­
sity of Chicago for some 13,000 pages of Interior and \Var Depart­
ment records bearing on Indian relations with traders and the Fed­
eral GoYennnent in the period from 1810 to 1850. More than 3,000 
pages of material were copied for tlw Minnesota Historical Society, 
largely on tlw basis of selections macle from a enJendar of documents 
relating to the Upper l\Iississippi Yrtlley compiled some years ago 
for a group of historical agencies, and other large orders were re­
ceived from the Indiana State Library, the University of Illinois, the 
Peabody Museum of Salem, Mass., the Florida Historical Society, the 
Oklahoma Historical Society, and the ·wisconsin Historical Society. 
Numerous orders for microfilms were received from private scholars, 
too, both in vYashington and elsewhere, for it is often cheaper for 
scholars to purchase microfilms of complete files than to come to 
The National Archives to discover and use the particular documents 
of value to them. 

The Zibm'lv.-Searchers \rorking with archinll materials in the 
building and members of the staff made extensive use of the library 
throughout the year. Substantial progress was made in adding 
to the library publications 1nost essential to members of the staff 
and to searchers. By deposit in accordance IYith law, by transfer 
from other Government agencies, by gift, by exchange, and by pur­
chase, 7,462 books and 14,838 pamphlets were acquired during the 
fiscal year, and 3,038 items "·ere transferred from the surplus stock 
of publications to other Govemment libraries. On June 30, 1030, 
the library contained 42,469 books and 23,036 pamphlets, exclusive 
o£ thousands of Congressional bills, resolutions, laws, calendars, and 
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similar items. This material was made more accessible by the cata­
loging of 2,G95 titles, reprtlsenting 4,811 pieces, during the year, with 
the result that only about 20 percent of the holdings of the library, 
other than publications of the United States Government, remained 
uncataloged; and the Government publications were rearranged to fa­
cilitate their consultation. Over 21,000 loans of items in the library 
were made to staff members, and at least 7,000 loans of items for use in 
the search rooms were made to staff members and searchers. The re­
sources of the library were supplemented by G60 volumes borrowed on 
interlibrary loan from the Library of Congress and other institutions. 

In addition to performing usual library functions, such as routing 
incoming serials and other publications to interested offices, prepar­
ing material for binding, answering questions from reference works, 
and compiling and distributing monthly lists of accessions, the staff 
of the library made considerable progress in bibliographical work. 
The entries in a bibliography on archival economy and archival and 
historical manuscript collections were increased to more than 3,000; 
and, of the cards for more than 20,000 titles selected from the United 
States author entry sections of the public catalog and the union cata­
log of the Library of Congress for a bibliography of the history, 
functions, and administrative organization of Government agencies, 
nearly half were classified and ananged according to the agency to 
which they relate. The library staff also cooperated with the cus­
todial divisions in building up duplicate and supplementary bibliog­
raphies of relevant material in the division offices. 

OTHER SERVICES 

In its efforts to assist Government officials and agencies, The 
National Archives occasionally goes beyond its usual types of services 
when the need arises. The auditorium and other rooms in the 
National Archives Building ,,·ere often made available for otlieial 
meetings held by Government agencies, and the auditorium was 
used for the projection of films not in the custody of the Archivist 
for different Government groups, including members of the Senate 
Civil Liberties Cmmnittf)e, who were investigating strikes and riots 
in Chicago and on the West Coast; officials of the Department of 
State, ·who were selecting suitable films for distribution in South 
America; olficials of the Department of Agriculture, -who >Yere inter­
ested in various types of color photography; and ofllcials of the Farm 
Credit Administration, ·who >vere using films for training purposes. 
A small amount of copying of documents not in The National 
ArchiYes was also done. Thus a group of papers of Lt. Zebulon 
Montgomery Pike, which had been seized by Spanish oi!icials in 1807, 
kept in :Mexico until 1914, and then returned to tho United States 
ancl deposited in the Adjutant General's Office in the vVar Depart­

wero borrcnved and photographed at the request of Represent­
ative Lawrence Lewis of Colorado, >vho defrayed the cost o:E the work. 

The National Archives cooperated on every possible occasion with 
Government and private agencies whose aims are similar to its mvn. 
. the vVorks Progress Administratiou, ·which assisted The 

Archives considerably by the project for flattening pension 
•·~·'A''C'" and, through its Historical Records Survey, by continuing 

work begun by the Survey of Federal Archives and by fumishing 
to work on archival literature in Slavic languages, The 

Archiws was able to reciprocate by providing technical 
, ct~.o"""~'.un,v in the project for the repairing and indexing of the map 

of the Office of Indian Affairs and by providing facilities 
:for workers on the Early Imprints Survey, rt branch of the Historical 

Survey, who found thousands of early American imprints 
the records in the custody of the Archivist. The National 

is represented on seveml committees of the Federal Fire 
and has participated in many of its activities, and through 

Chief of the Division of Repair and Preservation it is also 
;ot{mi·esl:lllt~ect on the N atioual Fire Protective Association's committee 

protection of records. Through the Chief o:f the Division of 
, ......,.,., and Charts The National Archives is represented on the Feel­

of Surveys and Maps, on its connnittees on the inter­
map of the world and on definitions of surveying and 

mapping terms, and on the advisory and executive cmnmittees of 
the United States Board on Geographic Names. There has been 
active cooperation also in the field of motion-picture film and still 
pictures. The National Archives has recently completed and ftlecl 
with the President's Committee for a Five and Ten Year Public 
Building Program a study of the general film-storage problems of 
va,rious Government agencies and a prospectus for an annex film­
storage building; it is represented on the Interdepartmental Advi­
sory Committee on Photography; and it has cooperated with the 
National Bureau of Standards, the Committee on Sc:ientific Aids to 
Learning, the Public Affairs Committee, the American Library Asso­
ciation committee on photographic techniques, and various private 
firms in inspecting and testing photographic equipment, especially 
that used in microphotography. 

The Archivist is a member of the National Archives Council and 
chairman of the National Historical Publications Commission; the 
Administrative Secretary is secretary of the former body and the 
Director of Publications is secretary of the latter. Reports of the sec­
retaries on the activities of these agencies are printed as appendixes 
IV and V of this report. 

Information 	is frequently requested about practices and equip­
in The National Archives, particularly in matters having to 
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do with the repair, preservation, storage, and reproduction of rec­
ords. This information was furnished to numerous GoYerDment 
agencies, private institutions, and individuals during the year, and 
whenever possible advice and suggestions on concrete problems were 
also given in response to requests. In one instance The National 
Archives was able to furnish to the Procurement Division o:f the 
Treasury Department extensiYe information about the value and 
volume of shipments of records to The National Archives for the use 
of the Division in studying transportation charges. Plans of the 
National Archives Building and other information about it were 
furnished to the Governments of Germany, Greece, and Norway and 
of the State of Dela\Yare for use in planning the construction of new 
archival depositories. 

THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 

The President of the United States on December 10, 1938, after 
consultation with a score of writers, scholars, and librarians, an­
nounced a plan for the erection of a building on the grounds of his 
:family estate at Hyde Park, N. Y., to hold his papers, official and 
personal, that have accumulated since 1910; his collections of manu­
scripts on the early history of the United States Navy and on the 
history of Dutchess County, N. Y., and its vicinity; hi::; collection of 
paintings, drawings, prints, and models of American ships; and the 
bulk o:f his library, which is especially rich in books on naval sub­
jects and in books written by his contemporaries. He also voiced 
the hope that additions to the collection might be made by the dona­
tion of related source material by others. The President proposed that 
the title to the building and to the collections to be placed therein be 
vested in the Federal Government and that they be administered by 
the Archivist of the United States. An executive committee was 
appointed by the President to work out the details of the plan, and 
the "Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Inc.," a nonprofit corporation, was 
chartered under the 1aws of the State of New York, with five trustees, 
who were empowered to raise and expend the funds necessary for the 
construction of the building. 

To obtain information necessary in planning the building, a pre­
liminary survey of the President's papers and books in the \Vhite 
House and in the State Department Building was made in December 
by representatives of the Archivist. It was found that the papers oc­
cupied about 4,000 linear feet of filing spaee, and it was estimated that 
another 1,000 feet of space would be required for the material that. 
will accumulate before 1941. Of the papers examined, only about a 
tenth antedate March 4, 1933. Other items in the collection included 
over 400 pictures and prints, nearly 40 ship models, and approxi­
mately 7,000 volumes in the President's personal library. Mrs. 

THE FEDEHAL REGISTEH 

papers amounted ~o some 500 linear feet. In addition, 
, ·''''"""'""'..,. papers accumulated durmg Mr. Roosevelt's two terms as Gov­

'it'l\;~fllor are still in Albany, and a part of his library is at Hyde Parle 
joint resolution to implement the President's proposal was intro­
!iLin the Senate by Senator Alben IV. Barkley and in the House 

presentative Kent E. Keller on ;\.pril 19, 1939. Under the terms 
resolution, the Archivist \Yonld be authorized to accept the land 

'tlie Library o~l behalf ofthe United States; to permit the Franklin 
oosevelt Library, Inc., to construct the building and lam1scape the 

.lncls; to accept for the Library the collections offered by the Presi­
t and to add to them by gift, purchase, or loan; and to administer 
Library and the collections therein in much the same manner as 

administers the National ArchiYes Building and the archival ma­
in his custody. The ArchiYist mmld also be an ex-officio mem­

chairman of a board of trustees for the Library to be appointed 
3-dminister trust funds. The Gowrnment would he obligated to 

the funds ne.eessary :for the proper operation and maintenance 
The resolution had not been adopted by the end of 

year, but in anticipation of early action thereon the Archi­
. NL"'t'<>tc''.nll'rt his staff gave technical ad·dce from time to time on such 

-'·C'ii'h'<>H·.ivc as floor plans
1 

equipment, and personnel reqnirernents. 8 

THE FEDERAL REGISTER 

~inc~ March 13, 19:36, in accordance \Yith the Federal Register Act, 
.~.pP:roved July 26,1935 (see appendix I), all rules, regulations, notices, 
~lJ:d shnilar documents of Fedeml administrative agencies luwing 
general applicability and legal effect have been filed with the Divi­
-~}()n of the Federal Register of The National Archives, have been 
fhere made available for public inspection, and have been published 
:in the Federal Regi8te1', which is issued daily with the exception of 
~u;nday, Monday, and days follosving legal holidays. The classes of 
~oc11ments to be published in the Fedeml Register have been grad­
u~lly extended by the President and Congress. During the past 
fiscal year, for exantple, Congl'ess provided that there he so published 
rtll reorganization plans subn~itted to Congress by the President that 
?ecarne effective and all \vage orders and notices issued by the Admin­
Istrator of the \Vage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor 
under sectipn 8 of the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

A total. of 4,3:33 documents, :316 more tltan dming the predous 
year, were published during the fiscal year 1H:39 in 25:3 daily issues 
(lf .the. Fedm:al Regl8ter; and indexes \Yere published at frequent in­
tervals. Of the daily issues, approximately 6,000 copies \Yere sent 



40 FIFTH ANNUAL HEPOHT OF AIWHIVIST 	 ADMINISTHATIVB ACTIVITIES 41 

regularly to Members of Congress and to :Federal agencies for thmr 
official use. The total number of paid subscribers on ,Tune 30, 1939r 
was 2,372, or 325 more than on the conesponcling day of the previous 
year, and the total number of persons who subscribed for the publi­
cation for varying periods of time during the year >vas 4,737. From 
these subscribers, who resided in every State of the Union, Canada,. 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Germany, Mexico, and Switzerland, and :from 
many agencies, associations, and persons, who purchased large quan­
tities of copies of single issues o:f interest to them, the sun1 of $31,127.21 
was collected by the Superintendent. of Documents and covered into 
the Treasmy. Federal agencies especially fouml this mt>thod o:f ob­
taining copies o:f their documents cheaper than printing them in sep­
arate publications, and in at least one instance 20,000 copies of a single 
issue '"ere bought. 

Another source of revemw to tlte Governntent was the sun). of 
$3,360 derived from the sale of copies of the five bound volumes 
constituting tlw permanent edition of the Federal Reyister for the 
period from March 14, 1936, to June 3, 1988. The fifth of these 
volumes, which eovers the period from ,January 1 to June 3, 1988). 
and was made available during the past fiscal year, will be the last 
o:f this natme printed; its place in the :future will be taken by the 
supplements to the "Code of Federal Regulations" described below. 

An amendment to the Federal Register Act approved on June 19, 
1987, required each agency of the Government to prepare and file 
with the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reyister (the 
Archivist of the United States, a representative of the Attorney Gen­
eral, and the Public Printer) on July 1, 1938, il. complete codification 
of all documents issued or promulgated by the agency that, in the 
opinion of the agency, had general applicability and legal effect and 
were "in force and effect and relied upon by the agency as authority 
for, or invoked or used by it in the discharge of, any of its functions. 
or activities on June 1, 1938." To supervise and coordinate the formr 
style, arrangement, and indexing of these codifications, a Codification 
Board, composed of representatives of The National Archives and 
the Department o:f Justice, was established. 

After examination o:f the codifications submitted, the Aclministra­
6ve Committee on September 28, 1938, requested authorization from 
the President to proceed with their publication in a "Code of Federal 
Regulations"; this authorization was given on October 11. Despite 
the employment of additional personnel and the use of labor-saving 
devices, it >ms impossible between that elate and the end of the fiscal 
year to complett.l the editing, proofreading, indexing, and publieation 
of the code, >Yhich will fill ahont 17 volmnes. On .Tune 30, 1D39, ap­
proximately 63 percent of the editing had been finished, little progress 
had been made with the proofreading, and only preliminary studies 

.• had been made for the index. In order to provide a copy of the 

i manuscript of the code for use in indexing and also in order to have 


.ffh:a safety or insurance copy in case the original manuscript was lost~ 

>•a microfilm copy of the edited manuscript was made. The use of this 

llt'iprocess instead o:f copying manually the editorial changes and cor­
··:;rtections on 29,885 pages of manuscript to a duplicate manuscript 
;;'~c~aved considerable time in the editing and eliminated the need for 
.;;·bJ;ppointing many more members to the staff. 
<;fh The "Code of Federal Regulations" will be kept up to date by a 
:.i!jJ?upplement, which \Yill parallel the code in form and cover the rules 
•.•;~~ncl regulations issued between June 3 and December 31, 1988, and 

•\il•~'~Y similar amnutl supplements thereafter until 1948, when each Gov­
•'i'~:r:nment agency is rec1uired to submit another codification similar to 
:·;~Jie one filed on July 1, 1938. To facilitate the puhlieation o:f these 
·.('l~JPplements, Federal agencies have, since March 1, 1939, been re­
!'f~lired to prepare currently issued documents in a :form that will key 

ii··~hem to the nmnbering arrangement provided in the code. 
·jt~';.The President's Reorganization Plan No.2, ·which was transmitted 
c,tO'·Congress on May 9, 1989, and became efTective, after Congressional 
;f~~~ion, on July 1, 1H:39, abolished the Codification Board and trans­
.~~;rrecl its functions to The National Archives to be consolidated with 
ittlie :functions o:f the Division of the Federal Register. 
•.. · As required by Executive order, the drafts of 297 Presidential 

·· 	 '.proclamations and ExecutiYe orders '"ere examined and edited for 
H,ccuracy of legal citation and style by the staff of the Division of the 
]federal Register before being signed by the President. Most of 
them were later printed in the Federal Reg·ister, and slip copies were 
:printed of the others. In compliance with requests from officials at 
~he White House, the practice was begun of notifying officials of 
Government agencies by telephone of the signing of any such procla­
mations or orders of interest to them and of supplying photostats of 
the. documents if they were needed before printed copies were avail­
able. Slip copies or photostats of proclamations and Executive or­
ders to the number of 4:,097 were furnished during the year for 
official use and for priYate study. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 

OrganizaUonal o1umye8.-Most o:f the changes made during the 
year in the internal organization of The National Archives~ 
especially those affecting the professional divisions, represented the 
fi~al phases of the reallocation of functions begun during the pre­
VIous year. The first step toward centralizing certain related arehi­

functions in the custodial divisions had been taken on June 1, 
when these divisions were authorized to receive reference calls 

from the departments and agencies whose records are in 

http:31,127.21


FIJ!'TH ANNUAL HEPOHT OF AHOHIVIST ADIVIINISTHATIVE ACTIVITIES42 43 

their custody instead of through the Division of Heference. Be­
tween J nne 1 and August 23, 1938, there were transferred to these 
divisions the functions hitherto performed by the Division of Acces­
sions, including the conducting of preliminary surveys of Federal 
records, the tlppraisa] of records offered for transfer to the custody 
of the Archivist and the arrangement for and supervision of their 
transfer, and the appraisal of papers reported to the Archivist as 
having no administrative Yalue or historical interest; and on Au­
gust 23 the Division of Accessions, having no further duties or func­
tions, ·went out of existence. On the :following day, the functions 
of the Second Assistant Director of Archintl Seniee, who had been 
in charge of the operation of the reeeiYi.ug room for records and 
the temporary storage of records not yet transferred to the custodial 
divisions, were divided between the custodial divisions and the 
Division of Hepair and Presenation, and this Office also ''"ent out 
of existence. Another duty was reallocated on l\[arch 10, 1939, 
when the functions relating to photostating, which had been as­
signed to tht.l administrative Division of Printiug and Processing 
on June 1, 1938, were transferred for technical reasons to the pro­
fessional Division of Photographic Archives and Rest.larch. On 
November 22, 1938, a separate chief 1vas appointed to administer 
the Division of Personnel and Pay Holl, which hacl previously been 
administered jointly with the Division of Finance and Accounts. 

On November 16, 1938, the Division of the Federal Register, which 
since its establishment in 1935 had been administered as a professional 
division under the Director of Archival Service, ·was, because o:f its 
special duties and functions, made directly responsible to the Archivist. 
Inasmuch as the Division's primary functions are those of an office 
of registry and publication, arrangements were made :for the transfer 
to the Division of State Departme11t Archives on June 30, 1939, o:f 
the Presidential proclamations and I~xecutive orders that had been 
in the custody of the Division of the Federal Hegister since their 
receipt by The National Archiws from the Department of State in 
accordance with Executive Order No. 7298 of February 18, 1936. 
Arrangements were also made for the transfer to the Division of the 
Central Files at the end of the fiscal year of all proclamations, Execu­
tive orders, and rules and regulations of Federal aclmini.stratiYe agen­
cies received by the Division of the Ft>deral HPgister since 1\Iarch 18, 
193(\, for publication iu the Fedcml Registei', except those needed in 
the current work o:f the latter DiYisi.on, and for the periodic transfer 
thereafter of similar noncmTent documents; it is expected that these 
and other noucmTent records accumulated by The National Archives 
will ultimately be transferred to one of the custodial diYisions. 

A chart showing the organization of The National Archives on June 
go, 193H, is reproduced on the opposite page. 

OJ 
cr.J 
OJ 

'"" 
0~ 

cr.J 

r4 z 
p 
~ 

z 
0 
00 

~ ,... 
II: 
0 
~ 

~ 
..:l..: 
z 
0 ..... 
E-< 
<11z 
II:"" 

E.; 

[j 
z

ll 
~ 

0,... 
~ 

~ ~ 
N~ ~ ,...

3 J z 
~ u 

. 
<11

\;! 0• 
~ 
~ ;; 0 
~. . ~ ~ 

5 a 
~ ~ 

< ~ 

~ 15 

~ 
!;; 
~ 

~ ~ 
e @ 

http:DiYisi.on
http:reeeiYi.ug


44 45 
J!'IF'l'H ANNUAL ImPORT OJ!' AHCHIVlS'l' 

Per'80nnel.-As the result of the changes in organization just de­
scribed, Philip M. Hamer, formerly Chief of the Division of Acces­
sions, was designated as Acting Chief of the Division of Reference on 
July 18, 1988, and qualified as Chief on August 28, 1988; and Isaac 
McBride qualified as Chief of the Division of Personnel and Pay 
Roll on November 22, 1988, a position formerly held by Allen F. Jones 
in addition to his post as Chief of the Division of Finance and Ac­
counts. Three officials who had been serving as Acting Chiefs of their 
operating units qualified as Chiefs on the dates indicated: Vernon 
D. Tate, Division of Photographic Archives and Research, October 
18, 1988; Harry M. Forker, Division of Printing and Processing, 
November 16, 1988; and Ralph R. vVilliams, Building and Grounds 
Section, November 16, 1988. Eleanor M. Rattigan qualified as Chief 
of the Mail Section on November 21, 1988. 

The number of persons employed in The National Archives at the 
beginning of the fiscal year was 819. Dming the year there ·were 64 
new appointments and 28 separations; the net increase, therefore, 
was 87. The number employed as of ,June 80 >vas 855. One of the 
resignations during the year was that of ·william J. Van Schreeven, 
member of the staff of the Division of Classification since June 1986, 
who resigned to accept the position of Principal Archivist in the State 
Library of Virginia. 

Prior to November 28, 1988, employees were appointed in The Na­
tional Archives, as required by the National Archives Act, "solely with 
reference to their fitness for their particular duties and without regard 
to civil-service law," with the exception of those persons receiving 
a salary of $5,000 or over, who were appointed by the President sub­
ject to confirmation by the Senate. In accordance with a provision 
of the Independent Offices Appropriation Act for 1989, however, all 
appointments after November 28 ~were made by the Archivist in con­
formity with civil-service laws. Also in accordance with this provi­
sion, all persons appointed on the National Archives staff before that 
date who did not have a cornpetitive classified civil-service status were 
permitted to acquire such a status if the Archivist so recommended 
and certified that they had served satisfactorily in the establishment 
for 6 months and if they passed noncompetitive tests prescribed by 
the Civil Service Commission. 

During the remainder of the fiscal year, therefore, efforts were 
directed toward obtaining civil-service status for eligible employees. 
Before they were certified by the Archivist, employees were required 
to fill out necessary forms, they were fingerprinted, and they were 
given physical examinations by physicians on the staff of the Public 
Health Service. In some cases supplementary information about 
employees was fnmished to the Civil Service Commission at its re-

ADMINIS'l'HATIVE ACTIVITIES 

and, fimdly, a committee appointed by the Archivist assisted 
u._,.u ..... ·,,.,"~v in the compilation of a body of questions to be 

upon in noncompetitive examinations for professional and 
· onal employees. All these steps required considerable 

but by the end of the fiscal year 822 employees had been certi­
. the Commission and 280 had been given classified status. 
·of these, however, were transferred to other agencies before the 

.'Of the year. 
the guidance of the Commission in planning competitive ex­

to establish registers from which future appointments to 
in The National Archives might be made, the same staff 
that assisted in compiling the questions for noncompetitive 

for employees drew up statements of the minimum 
,.u.._...~-'v''" of education and experience that should be required of 

for various types of positions. 
the beginning of the fiscal year the organization of The National 

>''"'·»1-ihi,:roo had reached the stage where a system of annual efficiency 
could be established in accordance with provisions of the 

~.,u.•o.:<•·~•v•H Act of 1928 and of the civil-service rules. The National 
not only complied with these provisions but also arranged 

efficiency ratings and for conferences between rating 
and employees at -which the ratings could be discussed. Civil­

·~!l!Mi1P.A rules permit administrative promotions within grade to be given 
. who obtain an "excellent" or "very good" rating if they 
not receiving the maximum salary in that grade and to employees 
obtain a "good" rating if they are not receiving more than the 

salary in their grade. About 200 employees obtained effi­
ratings high enough to justify such promotions, hut because 

>', ·National Archives had no appropriation for this purpose and 
;""~sforcecl to rely on salary lapses, which are extremely uncertain 
and always inadequate, only the 158 employees who received ratings 
of "excellent" or "very good" and who had been employed for at least 
~ year without change of grade or salary could he given adminis­
trative promotions. 

I_n~reased attention was given during the year to the in-seTVice 
tra:nmg of employees with a view to making them more efficient in 
their daily work. The practice of promoting qualified employees from 
~ower to higher salaried positions has been consistently followed 
lll The National Archives, and during the fiscal year under review 
'70 employees with the requisite training and experience were ad­
Vall~ecl to higher grades. To supplement the training acquired on 
the Job, more formal training in the nature of conferences or seminars 

given and pertinent liteTature on archival economy was pre­
·,f<JJa:t•ect and made available. In the course of the year most of the 
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custodia1 divisions begtm to. hold divisional seminars at weekly or 
biweekly intervals. At these sessions, 'vhich usually ln.sted an hour 
and a half, members of the divisi011 in turn reported on the history 
and organization of the Govern.ment agency whose records the divi­
sion had in its custody, the organization and content of different 
groups of the records, the preparation of archival reports, methods 
of searching the records for answers to reference calls, reference 
works of value in using the records, problems encountered in the 
day's work, rmd kindred topics. Smue of these seminars also drew 
on the staff's of other divisions for guest reporters, who described 
r elated records or practices of interest in their own units. Seminars 
likewise were held by several of the other professional divisions. 

Quarterly summaries of the activities of The National Archives~ 
compiled by the Adm.inistrative Secrebrry from the reports of the 
heads of operating units, were processed and distributed t o all 
members of the staff for their information, as were also four Staff 
I nforrnation Circulars, which were issued through the Office of the 
Executive Officer. Of these circulars, No. 1 is a t ranslation by 
Andrew C. Albn~cht, of the Historical Records Survey, of a paper 
by Albert Brackmann on "Archival T raining in P rnssia" published 
in German in the Jl·l'chi·valische ZeitBclw•ift, 1931; No. 2 is a transla­
tion by L illie A. Bontz, of the D ivision of I ndependent Agencies 
Archives, of a " Report on a Scientific Mission to German, Austrian, 
and Swiss Archives" by Joseph Cuvelier, Archivist. General of the 
Kingdom of Belgium, published in French in Les Jlrchvves rle l'Etat 
en Belgique, 1914; No. 3 is "Answers to Some Questions :Most F re­
quently Asked About The NationaJ Archives," a compilation pre­
pared in the Office of the Director of Publications for use by the 
United States I nformation Serviee at the world's fairs at New York 
and San F nmcisco; and No. 4 is a r evision by Arthur E. K imberly, 
Chief of the D ivision o·f Repair and P reservation in The National 
Archives, of his article on «Repair and P reser vation in The Na­
tional Archives" printed in The American Archivl8t for J uly 1938. 
Other writings on European archival practices were translated by 
members of the staff with the assistance of translators supplied by the 
H istorical Records Survey and were made a vailable in typewritten 
form. 

Trn,ining of archivists outside The National Archives but in co­
operation with that institution was begun dur ing the year at Colum­
bia University, which appointed the Director of Publications o:f The 
Nat ional Archives as visiting professor of archives administration. 
a.t the university for the academic year 1938-39. Throughout the 
year, on Saturday momings, he conducted a class on "Archives and 
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Mttnuscripts" and served as adviser to graduate students 
themselves for archiva.l work . This course will not be 
Columbia during the acndemic Jenr 1939- 40, but it is 

that Rsimilar COUl'Se will be offered by a university in VVash­
cooperat,ion w.ith The Nat.ionitl Archives. 

of the Nn.t'ionaJ Archi ves staff eontlnned to be active in 
matters. Many attended and . . ]'>artici·r)ated in meetincrs 0 

and professional organizations such as the Society of 
Archivists, the American Historical Association, th~ 

Library Association, the American Military Institute, the 
of American Geograph~~rs, the Inter-American Biblio­

and Libmry Association, the Society of Motion Picture­
' the Society of Persormel Administration, and regional or 

organizatio11s of the same classes. Staff members were 
ted with the National Research Council, the American 

.... u .Hv" I nstitute, and the Public Affairs Information Service. 
of these organizations members of the Nrttional Archives 
been elected or appointed to important oflices. A list. of 

publications by staff members is printed as appendix I II 
and its length would have been doubled had papers. 

rt"',.,.,,,., given, fUld nonprofessiomtl articles published been 
Special note should be made of Robert A . East's Bu-siness 
in t h e Ame1·ican R evolutiona:ry E'1·a/ this volume was 

the J ohn H . Dnuni11g prize of the American Historicnl As­
given :for the best .rnonogritph in American historv sub-

the association during the calendltl' year 1938. v 

while attemling meetings of org(mizations ~tnd on 
·~~""'"'during the year, visited numerous institutions through­
. country having archival or manuscript material in their 
and observed their methods. Four members of the staff who 

took aclva,ntage of opportunities to inspect :foreign 
establishments. The Director of Publications visited 

agencies in F rance, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Belgium,. 
...,..".''u and served as one of the official delegates o:f the United 

the Eighth Tntemational Congress of Historical Sciences. 
Switzerland, aliCl as Chairman o:f the American Delegation 

I nternational Conference on Documentation at Ox­
' """~"l';J'"uu ; the Chief o£ the D i,,isiou of Classification made an 

~rip to Cuba) Pn.na.ma, the five Central American republics, 
and visited the national archives in those countries; . 

.J. Leahy, of the Division of Treasury Department Archives, · 
10-month round-the-world tour in the course of which lte­

18 archivfd establishments, chiefly in E urope; and Frederick. 
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P. Todd, of the Division of \V"ar Department Archives, visited the 
Public Record Office at London and the military archival establish­
ments in Copenhagen, Berlin, and Stockholm. 

Because of their special knowledge in various fields, a number of 
members of the staff were called upon for service by public and private 
agencies. At the request of the Department of State, the Chief of 
the Division of Maps and Charts assisted in the formulation of plans 
for a proposed Govemment expedition to the Antarctic in the fall of 
1939 and served as a member of a committee to consider the form of 
American participation in the international polar exhibit to be held 
in Bergen, Norway, in 19,10. At the invitation of the Department of 
Agriculture, the Director of Publications attended a conference on 
the work of the Department in agricultural history; and from time 
to time dming the year the Director and a member of his staff Inet 
·with a group of consultants ·who aclYise on the public relations courses 
offered at American University. The Chief of the Division of 
Cataloging prepared a plan :for the distribution o:f American books 
in :B~uropean libraries :for the American Library Associntion, for which 
activity the association Inter received a grant of $60,000 fron1. the 
Rockefeller Foundation. The Assistant Aclmiuistrative Secretary 
took leave of absence. :for some \Yeeks to serve as a technical adviser in 
the production of the motion picture, "Mr. Smith Goes to 
vVashington." 

Public relations.-Approximately 45,000 persons visited the N a­
tional Archives Building during the year, and most of them received 
copies of National Archives publications and other information con­
cerning the functions and activities of the establishment and viewed 
the :frequently changed display of interesting documents maintained 
in the Exhibition Hall. Besides documents connected with impor­
tant historical events, which were placed on exhibition on nnniver­
saries of the dates of the events, two major exhibits were assembled. 
One of these consisted o:f a group o:f some 40 documents showing 
step by step the entrance of the United States into the Spanish­
American \Var and the negotiations that terminated in the treaty 
of peace. The other was made up of documents bearing the signa­
ttu·es of outstanding men of arts and letters who have held Govern­
ment positions. Among them were historians such as George 
Bancroft, ,John Lothrop Motley, and Andrew D. -White; literary 
men such as ,Joel Barlow, Francis Scott Key, vVashington Irving, 
,James Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel Hawthorntl, John Bigelow, 
James Hussell Lowell, \Valt \Vhitman, Bnyarcl Taylor, Gen. Lew 
\Vnllnee, I3ret Harte, ,John Burroughs, and Arthur S. Hardy; and 
a great American artist, James l'IJeNeili \Vlristler. 

Infonnation eoneenring The National Archives was also dissemi­
nated by furnishing data and Jmblic:ations in response to telephone 

ADl\II:NISTUATlVE ACTIVITIES 

s, by preparing exhibits for display in the United 
....._._v._.."'' by preparing radio programs explaining the work 
)fu>nrneJl1t, and by supplying information for newspaper 

articles. One new circular, Ilo11' The National ArcMues 
'-/cn.nP::r"mrlwn;r; and the Public, which contains the rules and 

g the use of records in The National Archives 
of the reference facilities of the establishment, was 
the year for the use of Govemment officials and 
Approximately 4,800 annual reports, 350 bulletins, 
were distributed. Exhibits, consisting usually of 

the National Archives Building, pictmes illustrat­
ancl practices of the establishment, and reproduc­

~uu"''"''" documents in the custody o:f the Archivist, were 
the Department of Education of Baltimore, Mel., 

the Special Libraries Association, the annual convention 
· Pulp and Paper Mills Superintendents' Associa­

Exposition in Tampa, Fla., the New York 
, .and the International Geographical Congress at 
Radio scripts describing the purposes and activities 

, Archives were prepared and were used in programs 
the National Emergency Council in 30 States; the 

usually read by the State Director of the Council and 
· of archival or historical interests in the State. Since 

..··· .. ·policy of The National Archives to issue prepared 
for publication, the newspaper and periodical articles 

of writers who visited the building and acquainted 
the facilities and equipment available and the proc­

Articles by such writers about The National Archives 
17 occasions in local newspapers, on 10 occasions in news­

J:"Y-"-'~-"""'"'-• outside the District of Columbia, and on 3 occasions 

and ewpenditures.-The National Archives Act, section 
.~i.;J!!'J,qutre!S the Archivist to include in his report to Congress a "de­

sta~ement ... of all receipts and expenditures" on account of 
Archives. In accordance therewith the followilw 

l:i.L~~Le'me:nt is submitted: o 

F-unds available tor the fiscal uear ending June 30, .1939 

(PT~~· Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1939, approved l\-lny 23, 19a8t /c, No. 534, 75th Coug.), provided appropriations of $775,000 for the 
zanes and expenses and $14,000 for the printing ancl biuclin" of The National 
·j3.~k!ives for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1939. With the ~ermission of the 

llll of the Budget, no reserve was set up from these funds, but instead 
onal Archives undertook to meet from its appropriation three items of 
at ~ad not been foreseen when the appropriation was made, namely, 

saiar1es of additional personnel needed for the preparation of the 
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"Code of Fcdeml Rcgulntlons"; (2} the <:ost of supplies aud equipment thtlt 
'l'be Nntloual Archives 1n·ovtdetl ns a part of its slau·e of the cxpcusc of tho 
WPA project ·for ftn tt ening pension records ; and (3) the cost of SUllPiying 
.t>botogt'I\Llhlc rcpro(l uctlu ns or iu·clt iml tuater ial, in uc<:or<lauce w ith u resolu­
tion of Cougrc~s, to u bi stori<'nl society for exhibition pu rpoS('S. 

Obligatio/Is ana ei/lpell<lil twes tor the (~Sea-~ yem· ending Jww SO, 1939 

Salaries o.ud expenses: 
Personal services $736,333 
Supplies anclmnterial . u , 139 
Communication service 4,604 
Travel ex[JenAe . . . . 1, 292 
Transportation of t hings . 3-17 
Repairs and alterations . 4, 724 
Special and miscellaneous 141 
Equipment . . . . . . 12, 839 

Total obligations and expenditures $774, 419 
Unobligated balance . . . . . . . 581 

·--- $775, 000 
P1·inting and binding: 

Total obligations a nd expenditures . $13,9a3 
Unobligo.tcd bo.lu.nce . . . . . . . 07 

--- ­ 1•1, 000 

$789,000 

The totnl obligations a nd expenditures amounted to $788,352, leaving unobli ­
gated bo.lances totaling $648. 

Miscellan eous r eceipts covered int.o the Tr·e<r~urv 

Photographic d uplications n.nd authentications $1, 416. 72 
Lamination oC documents . . . . 314. 79 
Processing scr\'ico . . . . . . . . 2. 60 
Excess costs over contract price . 103. 84 
Allowance for old gold . . . . . 2. 25 

$1, 84.0. 20 

These roiscolhu1eous receipts nre ortly a small pnrt of the finnncial 
retun1...c; mnde to the Government by T he N ationa.l Archives, though 
it is sometimes difficult or impossible to assess these retnrns in dollars 
and cents. It .is known, f()r example, thnt Govemmeut .filing equip­
ment 1·olensed for further use by the transfer of l'ecol'c1s to 'fhe 
Natiom~l Archives dnring the year lutd an actual value of so.me 
$18,000 tmcl a replncernent value of appt·o:ximately $72,000. Sim.ihn·Jy, 
it is kn0\'>'11 that the tecords stored in the building at tho end of lhe 
year fo1·metly occupied some 188,000 square feet of space .in bui.ldi.ngs 
-O\Yned or rented by the Govermnent and that the annual rental of t it iS 
urnount of spnce is about $168,000. Bnt it is not known how many 

ADMINISTRA'l'IVE ACTIVI'flES 

feet of floor space wc1·e released throuo·h the efforts of 
1e~~~lil(>mu Arc~ves in reportin? large qum1t ities ~f useless papers 

to, for dtsposal, though Jt may safely be assumed that the 

13gure wa.s large. Some indication has been given elsewhere in this 

report. of.the thousands of dollars saYed by the Govemment in beinO' 

a.ble to use l'ecords in T he Nationn.l .Ih chiYes to refu te claims a<Yainst 


.it;)i.ut the enormous sums that might be claimed if all records h1 the 

-custody of ~e A.rchivist w.ore lmown to be destroyed can only be 

· . F mally, no one JS able to J>ut It price on the sentimental 


Nation of having its most precious and signilicltnt docu­
housed and readily accessible. 

"""u·""'""" Offices Appropriation Act, 1940, approved March 
No. 8, 76th Cong.), provides $850,000 for the salaries 

$14,000 :for the printing nud binding o'f The Na.­
for the fiscal year encli11g June 30, 1940. 
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dated October ~0 .. 1781, bears t.!le signatun_• of Lt. C~ol. Jean Baptiste Goudon, a Frcuch 
to the Contiwmtal Army. lt dupicts the 11 .Plan of the Attacks on Yurk," and 

tho lower left corner summarizes the course or military operations prior to October 17, 
asked tonus of smTendPr. Tlw origiuul ruanuscript map, which mPasurus :)S by 20 

>'{as received by 'l'he National Archives from the Department of State. 



GE OR GE WASfiTNGT ON,r<EORCE WASHHiG TON, 

SEA LE"t'fE.R A1'1"t;STU,'tl TO 'fl[.E NEUTRAL ITY 0 1> ·'"' A :z.ll::ntC.\N SHIP 

Thissen tetter,lssocd oo tho brigantine /.copan! ol Salem. )-[ass., on Jun<' tS, 171!:1. ullesls oo the Ameri­
cnu owuorsbip of the ,-c.""<cl nnd its rnrgo and was designrd 10 prc,·rnt ~~~ ~t:iwrr or either by bclllscrcots 
ln tl~<' wnr between France and the FIJ'!l&. Coo.titiou. 'rht' orir6iua.J ls si&nt"d h,_, <1eorce \\'a,shing,ton and 
Is couutrrsiguc'<l by Tllomas SciTerson hoth ou lhc ~Ide n•produccd and on the other sld<·, which i~ printed 
in f'rcncb and Eoglisb . Tt wtlS weeivcd h)' The: C'ationnl Archin'S !rom the Tre11.•ury De(){lrtlncl't. 

'l'IIE ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN 'l'tl£ "CONSl'J'rOl'!ON" AND 1'HE "G U£1l lllE1U~" 
r~pagufro?I the lo&book of t!!drigntc Cor~slitullon tor August 20, 1812, on which is rccountod tbo sighting 
~n ~G"errrer~; ~he call oo qnar ters, "nt which our crew gn,·e three cbil<>rs," tbe ensuing battle, ~nd the 
lo d, hen tbo Enemy, a completo wreck under bls St>itsall, fired a Ouo in ookcn or submission." 1'he 

l:book wos receive<l by The )fatiooal t\rcbh·e~ from the Utp:lttment or the Na~y. 





THE Asso~H'TION OF' CoNTROL IN CALH'OHNtA :BY 'I'HE UxnEo STATES NAYY 

This llfoge from tho logbook or tho U . S . S . Sava>lMh. for July i, 184(;, contnl ns Commodoro Jo hn D . 
Sloat 'sgen(!rnJ ordot to tho lnndtug rorccsnbou t to be dispatched ogniusi· ).:t' ontcroy noel r(\Cordi> in cho Jnst 
few lhws the uctu al 1nudlug "at the Cust<Hu house wharr." The logbook WHS rcooh·cd by 'l'he ~ationni 
Archiv(lS Croll\ the Nav y Depar tme nt. 
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I n t his dee larnl.iou nliHIC o ut by Jo hnS. Stn pl,~s in 11182, he crrOUIJOU$ly st.Qtcs th11 ~ "fu r11y s~cond e n list· 
mcut ! wns '' s nbstitu tc fo r J?rl\';ldcn t. :Lincol n." As n pntriotic gcsttu·<> l.lncolo had h ired St;l ples ns a 
" rcprcscutntivc rccru.it." ; l .iucolo, as Corumnutl<: t' to Chie f or tbc A.rtn:S', t'u\cl uo nt~Cd of u substitn t~~. 
T ho dooltUICilt wns recei·1•ed h y ' £ he Natlounl Archi <·cs from the Vctem us' Admini st rntio n. 

(;2- 11 



~1\ Wat-d Ste!'lner City 

· oity Am with Stsabee 

"Hl'l.\Ui .\IBE!l 'l'HJ:: l.\ L \lXE" 

T hll Ltl<'gnuu Is !r<llll Flt,. hu~h lA-c, C~nsul Ocncl'»l nl Ilava nn. nr~d rt' llOrt s tllll sink in~ 11!, tho J /to lll.~ 
on J:'cbn ra r v u, ISDS. 'l 'hl' piiCICu~r~ph (son eula t"gl' tn t• n t Crom n tnotlon pa<:tur~ mn<h.• '~' Lit•...rt sho" s 
I h e hull (If; Ito .\fe~inr . which tmd twl.'u t•nis..•d from lltt \' ttun harbor, being rmslu..·d pust :\f~r.m <~$Lk, at 
the Hllmnc.• n! th t• horbor. un t.tw wnr to ils finul resting ploce in Lhc Gulf o( .\·lt•~ i l>1.. I h~ Nllt lonn l 
Arc h h ·,•s r l•cr•h'4•rt 1 ht• hrip.inn l t<·h;•grum lnun lht) D C.'pnrtmc-nl c,f SlAW n ml the tiiOtf<Hl p tt'l.uro fmm tlto 
"~ar D<·t)nrt ln<'I'H. 

52-12 

~ 

iLI{bu..t -r/PJnt, ... ~£::;,;~ 
~~ ---·---- ·~-. 

---.......-~--------~-..-.. 
THE Exo OF THE BAl'Tu ; o r Mt~:-~tr.A T\.~v 

1:\ )U!gi' fr(~lll ~he St(·~m l~g or t~t(l u : s . s. Olympia, flng-sh i p ()( Corn rnoLh)t(! Q(•orgc De\\'L'Y. un which is 
nJC<>rdHI thr <lcstru<toou o t the srmno~h Occt aurt t~o sil~ncin~ or shor<• botl r rics o u :Hoy t 18118 Tho 
Jog wus rca.·iv<XJ by Ttto 4~utioont Archh·cs f rorn the ~n''l' ncpurtm(! ut. • • . 

<>:1-13 
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JJ omOe ra. 4 t t.htt pa:"'ty: 

't H !, -p .R' :; S I 1.1 y. k 'i'. 

~~:· s·:;;-:~:~Y te th~ f' ro• idert~ . 
Co lontl. ':l -. '5 . ~ !lllrte, 'dl.ltar,v U,(le . 
.!!;r. c. t,.,. S•om. ot.cnoSJ:rs:pher. 
Secret Ser'li ce operat.'J.v"''' 
ll&U6Cgtr. 
uald. 

Jt~no 'l<H b.. · 

JlO'J\~l!)ODt j)r(l o pt.ly .· flt­ 11_: 30. 

'o y th~ - CO~(l.\i~· e~ ·o·( . o ·Httefllf in ,ctt!\l" JS e 

.... . ~ .--1· ..~: r ~\· · (u~u ,'lld,. ·· ~r-- . ~tuto'l.t)l\ .
cone1.•\< t'i/, o ;. • " · . ' ·~ ,. 

a. r ..: d " r "otuntn.io, b)' e}lch­ o t • ho.,'l"i he "~'~~ . ~~?.of..~ cd· .:. . ;­
eu man d l'l ...­. • "' . -~· -_,_­ .-· .,·~-. . . ',;: 

.,~onuj'Jlen.t l.O­ ~he: ~t:~nd t:~ ;(roa11 o~ :htl -;,h;,t.e 

>~~& 'lt ')!l tl \DC ,;~<>O t:o ;lO.I)hd. bt~-: ~io a~cret.';,_~y ,' 
. ' .._;, ·:\ ~ ~ c. "'t:.o ' t:l t"~.Si.clont 

Ti.l;a.Uit.y,., .>S qd 'l io t.: U ,H;;,.ry A1~e~ C4,lono~ ,j ~ ·:~~- ... ~ ·~ '::., 

· · ·· ..~ ~l n· · th'& oot.in ' tit;o or ue~rwti. ,;.1¥t e . :•·:-,~~,.,. iireo t.od :.&~ 'itt~ . <I W.$. fl.l:'&. - -~ · g . . . 

· · · · ' :bt.'·. ~.,..~:_ l .it~;lt aor.1 on"i rr:d.~~t< .o.r t\V'P ~·~va'l)l ro\(rea·~~ ·.tHI.i..rl;& .41ll"iod ;1 , .• • • • , ~-~; 
·'·. 

L INCOLN said 
'"'Wlth rnaHce towal'd. n one; · 
with cha.rity to•: a.ll ~.,:..• ·.· 
let -u.s sfJ"i v e on Eo ffn~-h 
t!te wn;·kwe a.-e in;..··to bind , 

· 

Pos'!'EltS OF TBJ~ UN!'l'ED s~r.u·Es .Foon ADmNisTilAT!ON 

'l'llc orib-innls of tlwsc POSIA'l'S, whi<:h rncnsuro 11hout 20 l)y 30 inclws, aro among dOZ()nSo/ sim!lar P<>Stcrs 
itl tbc Iiles or the 'li1tlted Stut.cs Food Adminis tmtioo prcscn·cct in T.ho N11tiona1 ,\n;hil·cs. 

Rvnnc.UION OF THE KELLOGG- BRIAND PACT 

T his phot<>grapb, wh!uh Is cnlnrgcd from n motion·t)ict.urc flhn, shows Presiden t Coolidge about to 
rntify t.he pact Hfor tho rcnuuc:intion of ,-,;·nr as an ins truzuNtt or uatiounl policy'' on January 17, 1029. 
Scat•>d nre Vl<!e President .Dawes, l'rt•s!dl'n~ Coolidge, S~crctary of Sta te KcJJogg, Secretary of tho 'l'rcns· 
nry 1\·fclloo, nud Scer~tnr.v or'Vnr Llnvis. Am(lng l .ho~.---c staudiug arc SNHl tors Uobiusou of Arkausas, 
:Oorah, Gillett, Swnuson, 11iogbtlm, Walsh oC.:\fonttmn, nod C:ur~l s. An olllcin!or the <Hate Department
lcno~ over l ho Prcsidco t's should(•r . Tbc film wns rec-.lved by Th~ Nntionnl Archlvos lrorn tho Dc[lnrt­
mr.•nt of A!l'ricu'lturt!. 

I>P the J\afionit 
'(o doallwh 
and 
l as ting 



e t.ne-I;M:t man~~: 
&Ml t:);i l"~7411!11-.~ 

~t:t'· ~tlc­

Ind.;enh:.e:• 

o.t..t~ Ur~t~~~ 

i~a~o·a or Joleew~c"(ll; 

··~: 

' J' !h• Jirst :111d h1sL i'Jflg_(':; O( J' ft'$hh•HL JtuO~~vtl)t's pi'O(:hUUi\ i.iu n of i.I W U~lltr:tl i l y o f t lu- \! llitt•d ~l;]h•S "ilt t.ll\' Wf l f ht•f w,·~·ll nt•l' IB : tll ~.' 
::wt.l Fr~'tlN.'; Pola nd; :1nd tht) Uu itc<l 1\:ju~~dom , !mliil., .At~t ntlia and N ew Ytt"a l and:~ 'l'his do<:liHh' Jl{. wa~ Hk."\l in 'l' h\: :\;H ionnl 

Ard1i<cS a•11l w•>S pu u li>ilc<lll)' lt iu t ho l?e<ltra! UcuisUr . 



APPENDIX I 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ACT, THE FEDERAL REGISTER ACT, AND 
CERTAIN OTHER LEGISLATION CONCERNING THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ACT, APPROVED JUNE 19, 1934 

[ '18 Stat. 1122--112•1] 

An Act to establish a Natio.nal Archives of the United States Government, 
and for oti.Jer purposes. 

B e it e;nacted by the Senate amcl House of Representa#ves of the 
V11:ited States o,f A11~~wica ·~n. Oonqre8s .as.s~mble_;l, That there is.h~reby 
created the Office of Arclunst of the Umtecl States, the Archn•1st to 
be nppointecl by the President of the United States, bv and with the 
advice ancl consent of the Senate. " 

SEc. 2. The sal~n·y of the Archivist shall be $10,000 annually. All 
persons to be eiu ployed in the National Archives Establishrnent shall 
be appointed by the Archivist solely with reference to their fitness 
for their particular duties and without regard to civil-service law; 
and the Archivist shall make rules and r egulations for the gover·n­
ment of the National Archives; but any official or employee with 
salary of $5,000 or over shall be nppointed by· the P resident by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate.1 

SEc. 3. All archives or r ecm·ds belonging to the Govenuuent of the 
United States (legislative, executive, juclicittl, and other) shall be 
under the charge and superinteudence of the Archivist to this ~!xtent : 
He shall have full power to inspect personally or by deputy the rec­
ords of any ttgeucy of the United States Govermnent whatsoever and 
wheresoever located, and shall have the full cooperation of ftny and 
all persons in charge of such records in such inspectjons, twd to requi­
sition for trimsfer to the National Archives Establishment such 

1 Some of the provisions of this section l1ave been supersellNl by the follow­
ing prov:islons in tbe Independent Offices Approprlntion Act, 1939, approved May 
23, 1938 (52 Stat. 421) : "P1·o·v'i<le<l ftwth o-r, '.rbat six months after the date tJf 
approval o-f this Act, notwithstanding any provisions to tile contrary in section 
2 of The National Archives Act, approved .Tune J9, 1934, and section 1 o·f the 
Federal Regi ster Act, approYed ,July 26, 1935, all persons employed in 'l'he 
National Archives establishment uncler section 2 of Tile National Archives Act 
and section 1 of lh{! Pe<leml Register Act shnll be appointed by the Archivist in 
accordance with the civil-service laws and the Classilkntion Act of 1923, as 
amended: 11-Ml ·pro·vid.e<l t111·ther, 'l'l'lat all persons employed under section 2 of 
The National Archives Act and section 1 o:f the Federal Register A<!t in said 
establishment six months a:eter the date of approval of this Act, regardless o·f 
the method by which they were appointed, who do not have a competitive 
<:lassified civil-service stntus shnll 11cquire s ucl1 a status (1 ) upon recommelldtt­
tion by the Archivist and cerl:il'lcation by him to the Civil Senlce Commission 
that such persons have r(mdered sntisfactory se rVice iu saw estnblishmeut for 
not tess thnn six n10uths nml (2) upon passing such snit.Hble noucompctith·e 
tests os the Civil Service Go•umissiou :;hnl! prescribe." 

55 



56 J_;'IFTH ANN'CTAL REPOllT OF ARCHIVIST 

archives, ot· records ns the National Archives Council, hereafter pro ­
vided shall nJ?pt·ovc for such trtmsfer, and he shall have authority lo 
make regu11\ twns f or the nrrnllgement., custody, use and witlulmWi\l 
of material deposited in the Nntionnl Archives B tu 

1
lding: Provicled, 

That any head of an executi,·e department, independent office, or 
other agency of lho Gon~rnrnent may, for limited periods, not exceed­
ing in durntion his tenure of thnt office, exempt from ex~tminntion 
and consultation by officinls, printle individuals, or any other persons 
such confidenlinl mntleL' h'llns fcr rcd from his department ot· office, as 
he may d<.-etn wise. 

SEc. 4. The i mmediate Ctt!'ltody and control of the National Ar­
chives Building n.nd such other buildings, grounds~,!lnd equipment ns 
may from time to time become a. part of the .National Archives 
Establishment (except.ns the snme is vesled by law in tl1e Director of 
Nn.t.ionn.l Buildings, Parks, nnd Reservations) nnd their contents sha ll 
be vested in the Archivist of the United States. 

St:c. 5. ThM. there is hereby cn~ntecl also a National Historical 
Publications Commission which shall make plans, estimates, and 
t·ecommencln.tions :for such historica.l works Rnd collections of sources 
as seem appropritlte for publication and/or otherwise recording at 
the public ei1)ense, said Commission to consist of the Archivist o-f the 
United StH.tes, who slutll be its cha.irman; the historical adviset· o:f 
the Depa.rtrnc11t o:f Stn.te; the ch ie f of. the historica.l section of the 
1Var De:r.a.rtment, General Staff ; t.he superintendent o-f nnval 1·ecords 
in the Navy D epartment; tho Chief of the D ivision of Manuscripts 
in the Libt'lll'Y oi' Congress; and two members of the Arnericnn 
H istorical Association nppointed by the president thereo·f from 
among those persons "iY11o nre or luwe been members of the executive 
councl] of the said as.~ocintion: Pro vided, T hat the ,prep~tra.tion nnd 
publication of nnnunl and special r epor ts on the archtves and Tecords 
of the Government, guides, inventory lists, cntalo~s, and other in­
struments 'fucilitnting the use of the collections shnli hn ve p recedence 
over detaiJed calcncln.r!'\ and texttUbl reproductions. This Commission 
shall meet nt least once a year, and the members shall serve without 
compensation, except repayment of expenses actually incurred i n 
attending meetinO'S of the Commission. 

SEc. 6. That t~ere is hereby further created a National Archives 
Council composed of the Secretaries of e!tch of the executive d epart ­
ments of the Government (or an nlternnte f rom each department to 
be named by the Secret!try thereof), the Chairman of the Sen!\te 
Committee on the L ibrnry, the Cha·irmfll\ of the Honse Committee 
on the L ibrary, the Librarian of Con~:reo<ss, the Secretary o:f the 
Smithsonian Institution n.nd the Archivist of the United States. 
1'he ssdcl Council shn.ll clefine the ehsses of mnterinl which s1utll be 
tmnsferred to the National Archives Building and estn.blish n\gu­
latiOt~s .go:rerning such tmnsfe~·; n.nd shal~ have po.wer ~~ ndvise the 
A~·ehiVlst J~\ rt~spect to l'og;nlntl.ons govermng the {.hspos1t1on and use 
of the a.rclnves and reconts transferred to Ius custody. 

SEc. 7. The N<~tional Archives may itlso accept, store: and preserve 
u:otioll -p~ctur~ fihns ~~~~.soun~lrecord~ngs p ertaining to. a.ud tllu~t.l:n.­
hve of lusloriCtll nct tvtttes of the Urutecl States. and 111 connectiOn 
thetewith maintain a projeclin.g toom for sho":ing such films nn.d 
reproducing such sound recordings for historicn1 pnr·poses and stndy. 
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SEc. 8. The Nationa l Ar·cltiYes Rhall hHe an olficin l seal, which 
shall be judicially noticed. 

Tl~e Archivis~ of the United States may make ot· reproduce and 
fmnrsh nulheut tcatec~ or nnauthenticn~ed copies of any of tho docu ­
mentnry, photographic or other. arc~nves or re~ortls. \n his custody 
That 111~ t~ot e:xemp~ f rom e:xan1.mntton as conhdentlal or protected 
by subsistwg copynght, nnd may charge thel'efor a :fee sutlicicnt to 
coYe~· tho cost or e~pet~ses thereof. Tl.tere shnll be no charge for the 
ma.ktng or authent1ca.twn of snch coptes or reproductions furnished 
to any department or other agency of the Go,·emment foe ofticial use. 
When ~ny such .copy or· reproduction fumished under the terms 
hereof 1~ ~uthenbcnted by the official seal of The National Archives 
and certthed by the A rchivist of the United States, ot· in his name 
atte?tecl by the. head o~ any office or the chief of any elivision of T he 
~atrom~l Arch~ves d.estg~ated by the Ar~hivist wi~h. sueh, authority, 
~1. shall be adnutted m lWldence equally wtth the ortgtnal from which 
1t was made.2 

. . Srw. 9. Thnt the Arch.ivist shall make to Co11grcss, n.t t he be<Yin­
mng of ca~h r egular ?essron, ~\ r~port for tho preceding fiscal yea~ as 
to the N atwnal ~rcluves, the sa1d report includino· a detailed stttte­
ment o:f a~l llccess1:ms and of all receipts autl expcn~Utm· es on rtccount 
of the saHl e~tabhs~m1ent. H e shall also transmit. to CongTess t he 
rec?mmenclatwns of the Commission on National H istor.icfl.l Publi­
catiOn~, nnc1, on ,Jannayy .1 of .each year, with the appt·ov!Ll of the 
Councll, It list. or. clescnptwn of th<: papers, documents, rmd so forth 
(among the arehtYes mtd records <_>f th~ Go:\·ernment), which nppMr 
to havt1 no permanent value or lustoncal wtcre:;t, and which with 
the concunence of the Government agency conccmecl, n.nd s~1 bject
t? the i~ppronl of Congress, shall be destroyed or otherwise effec­
tn·cly disposed of. 

S F.o. 10. That thel·e arc her':by authorized such appropriations as 
maJ· ~)e neceS&Iry for the mnmtcnance of the ~nlional Archives 
Butklm~ and the acl.~ni~ustration o~ the collections, the e:xpen~-es and 
Wol'k o t the CommissiOn on National llistoricnl Publicnlions' the 
s~pply ?f ne~s~ry eq.nipment ftnd expenses incidental to the oi)era.­
~Jons af?re~a1d, mclm~In~ tnlllsfer of L'ecords to the A.t·chi,·es B uild ­
mg; J:n:mtmg and bmctmg; personal sen·ices in tho District o£ 
Columb,ta and elsew~ere; teayel and subsi~t~11cc and per diem in lieu 
o£ substste~1ce, no.tw1thstnntlmg the proviSions of any other Acts · 
stenogrnpluc ser v1ces by contract or otherwise as may be deemed 
lleeessa.t·y; purchases . a.nd exchange of books and n.mps; purchase 
exchange,_ and operatiOn of motor vehicles; and all absolutely neces: 
!:'nry con~u~gent expenses, all to be expended under the. direction of 
t.he ~rchtvist, who shall ~nmudly submit to Congress estimates there­
for m the manner prescribed by law. 

SEC:· 11. A ll Acts or pMts o£ Acts relating to the charo·e lllld 
su pet·lntendency, custody, preser~ati on, !llld disposition o:f o official 
papers and d?Clll'!lents ~)f execu~tve departments and other g"overn­
mo.ntnl agencies mcons1stent w1th the provisions of this Act are 
hereby repealed. · 

Approved, June 19, 1934. 

2 'l'his se<,tion is printed as nmeuded J uue 22, 1!:>36 (49 Stnt. 1821-1822) . 
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TilE FEDERAL REGISTER ACT, APPROVED JULY 26, 1935 

[40 Stat. 500-503} 

An Act to proriue fo~ the custody of Federal proclamations, orders, regula­
tions, notices, nnd othct· documents, uud rot· tbe prompt and uniform printing
aud distribution the t·cof. 

Be it enacted by I he S enate ({Jid n OUM of Repre.sentativeR of tluJ 
United Sta_te8 of A meric-a. in Oongl'e.s.s a~.~~m:b!ed, That .the Archiv!st 
of the Umtcd StnteR, actm~ through a dtvlSion esbtblished by h1111 

in the National Archin~s Establishment, hereinafter referred to as 
the " Dirision", is charged "'ith the custocly and, to~ether with the 
P ublic Printer, with the prompt and uniform printmg and distri ­
butiol\ of the documents requi l'ed or nuthorized to be published under 
section 5. Thet·e shall be at the hend of the Division a director, ap­
pointed by the P .rcsidcnt, who shall act under the general direction of 
the A1·cluvist o·f the Umted Stntes in CittTying out the provisions of 
this Act and the m flulation s pt~scribed hereunder, "~ho shall rec~ive 
a salttry, to be fixed t1y the Prest dent , not to exceed $o,OOO a yen.r.3 

S:cc. 2. The originnl 1\tH.l two duplicftte ori{)'inals or certified copies 
of a.ny donunent .requil'cd or authol'i7.ed to be published under sec­
tion 5 shall be filed with tho Divi~:;ion, which shall be open for that 
purpose during all hours o:f the working days when the Archiv(:'s 
Building shall be open for official business. The D irector of the 
Didsion shall cttuse to be noted 0 11 the ori~inal and duplicate origi­
nals or cettified co pies of e!tch doenment the day and hour of filing­
thereof: Provided, That when the original is issued, prescribed, ot· 
promul~nted outside of the District of Columbia and certified copies 
are fileCI Lofore lhe filing of the or1~rina1, lho notation shall be of the 
day and hour of filing of tho certified copies. Upon such filing, a~ 
least one copy shall be immediately amilnble for public inspection 
in the office of t he Director· of the DiYision. The original shall b~ 
retained in the archives of lhe Nationnl Archives E stablishment and 
shall be available fot· insp{'ction under regulations to be prescr ibed 
by the ArchiYist. The Division ~hall tril.nsmit immediately to the 
Govenunent Printing Office fo r print ing, ns provided in this Act, 
one duplicate original or certified copy of each document required 
or authorized to be pltb.lishecl under section 5. E very F ederal ngency 
shall cause to be tmnsmittcd for filing tts herein required the origi­
nal and the duplicate originals or certified copies o£ all such docu­
ments issued, prescribed, Ot' promulgated by the agency. 

SEo. 3. All documents r equired or authorized to be published under 
section 5 sltrLll be printed and distributed forthwith by the Govern­
ment Pr.in tin(Y Office in a sorinl puhliclt t:ion designated the "Federal 
R egister." It shall lw the c!Hty of the Pnbl'ic Printer to make a vail­
able the facililics of the Govennnent Pri11ting Of~ce for the prompt 
printi11g rLnd clistl;·ibut\<m of tlw Feder~l R egister 1~1 .the mn.nn~r tlnd 
at the times reqn11:ed m a.ccor·dance With t~te provisions of tlns .t\ Ct 
and llte .regHlations prescnbed hereunder.. fhe contents of the d~uly 
issues sha1l be i ndexocl and shnll com pnse nll documents, reqm_recl 
or authori7.l~cl to be published, filed with the DiYis ion up to such t11ne 

• Some of the prol'islons of this sectio n lmv e bee n sopersecled; see f ootnote 
1 on page 55. 
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of the day immediately precedirw the day of distribution as sludl 
be fixed by regulations hereuncl~t·. There shall be printed with 
eacJ~ document a. copy of the notation, r equin•d to be made unde1· 
sect10n 2, of the day and hotu· when, upon filing with the Division 
s~tch document was made available for public inspect ion. D.istribu~ 
t~on ~hall be mad~ by delivery or b.r deposit at a post office at such. 
ttme tn the ~1ormng of .the day of distribution ns shnll be fixed by 
such regulntwns prescnbed hereunder. The prices to be ciHtrO'ed 
fo.r the F ed<:ml Register .may be. fixed by the ndministrnth·e c~m­
mtttee established by section 6 ~1t.hout r eference to the restrictions 
plac;ed upo~1 and fi xed for the sa.le of Go~rernment publications by 
sectwn. 1 of the Act of M~y 11, 1922, and sect ion 307 of the Act of 
June 30,1932 (U.S. C., title 44, sees. 72 nnd 72n), anclany amend­
ments thereto. · 

SEc. 4. As used in this Act, unless the co11text otherwise requires 
th~ term "document" means any P~·esident.ild proclamation or Exec~ 
utl1·e o~·c~er tu~cl any or4er, regt~la~wn, rule., certificnte, code of fair 
compctttwn, hcense, notice, or SHrula r instnunenl issuefl , prescribed 
or promulgate. d by i\ Federal agenc1 ; the tet:tns "F edcra.l ao·ency· " or~ 

01"llfl'Cll " . t.l J> . ' t f . U . [ S . ,..., ·' cy mean · ~e reSJ\.~en o: · t 1e rn t~( . tntes, or n.ny ex(:'cn­
~~ve. depnrtmeut, .In~le. pendent board, estttbltshmellt, lmrenu lVrency 
mstJ t ntton, commisswn, or separate office of lhe udmin islmti Je b~·nncl; 
~rf ~. h.e Government of the United St!ttes but not the legislative or 
)Udt~ta.l. b...anches of the <:Jovernment; and the term "person" means 
nnv mchv1dual, pnrtners lnp, nssociation, or corporation. 

SE.c . 5 ..(a) There sh~ll be published ~n the F ecleml Hegister (1) all 
Prostdenttnl pr~cht~i~twns a.nd Executtve orders, except such as have 
no geneml ftPI?hcabrhty and ~egal e.fl'ect or ~re effective ouly against 
F cdentl agencws or persons m theu· capac1ty ns officers, stgcnts, or 
empl.oyees thereof; (2) .such clocun~euts or ~lasses of documents ns the 
~r~sHient shall determllHl from tune to time ha\·e general applica­
btltty and legal effect; and (3) such documents o t· c lnsses of docu­
r~cnt~ ns n~~y be required so to be pub.lished by Act o f the Congress : 
f rf:!VI(led, I hat fol'. the purposes o£ tlus Act every document or order 
wluc~t sl~~ll prescnbe a penalty shall be deemE'<i to have g eneral 
nppltcub1hty and legal effect. 


(b ~ In ndditi~n to the foregoing there shall also be published in 

the 1• ederal Reg1~ter such other: documents or· clrtssos of documents 

a s ma:y be authorized to. be published pw:suant hereto by t'M'ltlations 

prescnbecl hereunder wtth the. approv:Ll of the President., but in no 

case sl:all comments 9r ne,~s 1terns o:f nny character whn.tsoever be 

nuthonzed to be pubhshed m the F eueral Recristet·. 

SEc. 6. There is established a Jlenllltncnt Aclt;;inistrative Committee 
of three m ember:s consisting of the Archivist or Acting Archivist 
who shall be chanman, an officer of the D~lpartment o'f :1 i.tstice chlsio·: 
natec~ by .the ..,.'\..ttorney General, and tho P ublic Printer or Actir7<r 
Publtc Pnnter. The Directo r of the Division shall. act us secretnrv o"f 
t~to corr;mit.tee. The cor:1mitt~e shall _Prescribe, with p~e npprovitl 
of the I resident, re.gulat10ns £or c.arrymg out the provtsw.ns of th.is 
Act. Sue~\ re~t~ht~ons s!utll .Prov1cle_, among othet· things : (a) The 
mann~r of ce~tifiC~tlon of oop1es req_lllred to be certified undet· section 
2, wh1ch certlficatwn may be perm1ttecl to be based upon confirmed 
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communications from outfi.icle of the D istrict of Columbia; (b) the 
documents 'rhich shall be aut.hol'ized pursurmt to sectio~t 5 (!J) to.be 
published in the ~i'eclera l HEwister_; (c) t he n~am1er and ~orm 1_11 wluch 
the F ederal RegJst~w shall ~ pnnted, repnnted, _comp~led, mclexecl, 
bound, and distributed; (d) the m~mber of .coptes . o~ th~~ Federal 
Hegister which shall be prmted, repnnted, and comp1led, ~he number 
which shnJl be distributed without chntge to Members of Congress, 
offLcers and employees of lhe United Stat~s, or any Fecler~tl n.gency 
'for their official use and the number whtch shall be ava.lhtble for 
distribution to the p{tblic; and (e) the prices to be char~ed for incli­
vidun.l copies of, and subscriptions to, the Federal R eg1ster itnd re­
prints and bound volumes tl~ereof. . . 

SEc. 7. No document reqmred un~ler sect1~11 5 (a) to be pubhshed 
in the Federal ReO'ister shall be vaJ1d as Rgamst !tny person ·who h~t.a 
.uot had actual k~owledge thereof nntil the du~licate. originals. ~r 
·Certified copies of the document shall have. be~n filec~ >nth the J?tvl­
. sion and a copy made ~w~tilable. for pt~bhc mspect~on ns prov1d~d 
'in section 2; and, unless othenns_e spec1fically :provtdecl by st~tute, 
::;uch filing of any document, re:qmrecl or author1z~cl to be pu~hsl~ed 
lUnder section 5, shall, except m ca~es wh~re n_otlCe by pubbcatwn 
is insufficient in hm, be sufficient to crtve notice of. the contents of such 
document to ttny person subje~t thereto or affected thereby. The 
publication in the Federal Reg1st~r of any do?ument shn11 ?reate a 
rebuttable presumption. (a) that 1t .was c~uly ISS~te~l,_ ~rescnbed,, or 
r,romul<rated; (b) that lt wa? duly filed :with the DIVIS1011 and.m<Hle 
available for public inspect10n at the d1~y n.n~l hour s tated m t~e 
prii~tecl notation; (c) that ~h~ copy contamec~ m the _Fec~e~·al _.Re~ps­
ter 1s a, true copy of the ongmal; ar~d, (d) that allrequ~1 ements of 
this Act Rnd the regubtions prescnbed hereunder relatiVe to such 
document lutve been complied ,~·ith. The ~ontents o~ tl~e Federal 
neO'!ster shall be judicially noticed nncl, Without pn~]tl(hce to ltnY 
otl~r mode of cibttion, may be dted by vohune and P?-ge number. 

S.EC. 8. 'Whenever notice of hearing or of opportunity to he heard 
is required or authorized. to be given by ?1' under an _Act of the 
Congress, or may otherwise _properly be g.nren.' th.~ ~1ot:1c~. sh_u.ll be 
deemed to have been dulv owen to all pe1sous resJchng "·J~lun the 
co ntinentitl United States (not including_ Alask!\), e~cept :m enses 
where notice by publication is ins~fficient m law} 1f sr1.1d nobce sl~all 
be published in the F edeml R eg1ster n.~ sucl~ tune that _the .Penod 
between the publication and tlw, chte fixed m. such not1ce for the 
he1trino· or for the termination of the opportun~ty to be hea:rd sl_udl 
be (atnot less than the time speci_fically pre~cl'lbecl for the publica­
tion o:f the notice by the appropru~te 1\ct of tl:e <;:on&ress ; ?r (b) 
not less than fifteen dltys when no tune for pubhcatwn 1s spec1fic~~lly 
prescribed by the Act, without prejudice, lw-wever, to the effectl:re­
ness of any notice of less than fifteen days where such shorter penod 
is reasomtb1e. .

SJ~c. 9. E very payment made ~or the Federal _Heg1s~er shall be 
covered into the T reasury as a nnscellaneous rece1pt. fhe cost of 
printing, reprinting, wmpping, binding;, ltlld distributin~ the F ed­
eral Register an~l any O!.her expenses m~nr:recl by the G?ver.nmet~t 
Printing Office m carrylHg out the. dutles plnced upon 1t by tlus 
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f\ct shall he borne by the appropriations to the Government Print­
mg Oflice _and such ~ppropriations are hereby made available, and 
are authonzecl to be Htereased by such additional sums as a:re neces­
sary for such purposes, such increa<>es to be based upon estimates 
su?m}ttecl by t1w. Public Printer. Tl~~\ purposes for which appro­
pnatwns are ava.1.lable and m·e nuthonzecl to be mu.de under section 
10 of tl_1e Act entitled "An Act to estnblish a National Archives of 
t~1e Umted Stittes Govemment, and for other purpost~s" (48 Stat. 
112~) are erJla~·ged to cov~1~ the additional duties pla.cecl upon the 
Nat1_onul ArchJ..:~'CS Estnhlt~lnnent _b.Y the provisio11s of this Act. 
Co~;'Jles of the li edernl Register mmled by the Government shall be 
entitled to the free use of the United State..c:; mails in the snme manner 
a~ the officia.l rr~~~il o:f the executive ~lepartments of the Government 
1 he cost o:f m:ub~1g the _Feder!d R?g1ster to officers and employees of 
Feder_al agenc1es m :foreign countnes shall be borne by the respactive 
agencies . 

, ~£~• • 10: The prov~s.ions of sec_ti o1_1 2 shall .become e!fec~ive ::;ixty
cl.tys ,tfter th~ elate of approval of tlus Act n.nd the pubhcat10n of the 
Fede~·al Re~1s ter shall begi1~ ")thin. three business clays thereafter: 
P1·ovulecl, That the !Lpproprwtw.us mvoh-ecl have been incr eased as 
required by section 9 of _th:is Act. The limitations upon the effective­
ness of documer~ts reqmred, under section 5 (a), to be published in 
the Fe_derul Reg1ster shall not ?e operative as to any document issued, 
prescnbe~.l , or pron~ulgated pnor to the chtte when such document is 
fi_rst reqmrecl by th1s ?~" sub~equent ,Act of the 9ongress or by Execu­
tive ord<~r to he pubhshed m the F eclernl Heg1ster. 

SEc. lL (a) On July 1, 1938, and on the same date of every fifth 
year there1~fter, _each agency.o~ the _Governme!1t sluLll have prepared 
1W<~ shal~ file mth the Adm~mst~·ative Cornnuttee a complete coclifi­
cntion o.f. all. do~t~ments . wluch , m the opnuon of the agency, luw~ 
general apphcab1hty and legal effect and which have been issued or· 
promulgated by such ageney itnd are in fol'ce and effect and relied: 
upon by the agency as authority for, or invoked or used bv it in the 
<hsclw~·ge of, anv of. it~ fun~tious or activities. on ,June 1, I938. The: 
Comnutt_ee shnlf, w1thm mnety days therea-fter, r eport. thereon to. 
the .Pres!derrt:, who n~ay ituthonze and djrect the publication of such 
cochftcatron m specutl or snpp.lemental editions of the Federal 
Re«Ister. 

(h) Ther~ is hereby establishe\l a Codification Board which shall 
cons_1st of s1~ members : '~'he Dn·ector of the Divisim; o:f Federal 
Reg1_st~~r, ch_a~rn1i.tn ex offici?; three at~orneys of the Departme11t o:f 
JustJc~, .<l.esJgnnted by the Attorney General; and two a ttomcys of 
~~1e J?; ' ' l S.LOn of the Fec!eral Register, desig:rutted by the Arclii vist. 
ll~e Hoard shn.lJ sn pe.rvise an~]. coo_rd1nnt? the :fo~·m, style, ~uTn.nge­

n H.n t, ~~1d mde~m~ of t he cochficntwns of the Yill'lOUS agenc1es. 
. ~c) I he cocbfiect c}o_cnmer!ts o:f the se>'eral ~tgencies published in 
the ~u_pplem~ntal ed~tlon of the F ederal RegJster pnl'sunnt to the 
prMlSIOl~S ,of su~_sectwn ( ~~ ) ,l~ercof, us amc_ndecl ~y documents sub­
se.quentlJ flied '' 1 tl~ the Dn'lswn, a!1d pnbhshed m the dailv issues 
of the I• edend R eg1 ster, sha,ll be pnmn.-fncie evidence of the" text o:f. 
such documents and of the fact t hat t hey are in :full f orce and effect 
on and after the elate of publication t hereof. 
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(d) The Admin~strativo Co~ittee shall r.rescribe, with th.e . up· 
proval of the Prestdent, regulations for carrymg out the provtstons 
ot this section.~ . 

SEc. 12. Nothing in this Act sh~ll be co~lstrued to npply to trenttes1 

convent ions protocols, and other mtem a t.wnnl agreements, or procla­
mations lh~reof by the President. . . . . 

SEc. 13. All Acts or piLl'l"S of Aet~ 111 con~lCt ·w.tth tlus Act. are 
herebv repealed insofar ns they conAtct herewith. 

SEC'. H. This Act may be cited as the " F ederal R egister AcL" 

Appro ved, tTuly 26, 1!.>35. 


EXTRACT FROM THE INDEPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION ACT, 1940, 

APPROVED MARCH 16, 1939 


[Pulillc, No. 8, 7Gth Cong.] 

Nationa l Archives 

S ahtries and expenses : F or the .\rchivist. and .for all o~her author­

ized expenditures of T he National Arch1ves m Cttrrymg out the 

provisions of the Act o:f June 19, 1!.>34 (48 Stat. 1122- 1124;, 40 

U . S. C. ch. 2A) , as amended; the Act of July 26, 1935 .(4~) ;::\~at. 
500-503 ; U. S. C., Supp. II, t itle 44, ch. SA) 1 as amen~ied; mclud1.ng 
person~.! sen:ices it~ tl~e. District. of q olum!)l!\j ~uppl~es a nd eqmp~ 
ment, u'lcluclmg sc1enttfic, techmcal, first-n.1d, pr.otectlve, . and oth~I 
appamtus and nuLterials fo r the aLTangem~nt, t1thng, scom~g, 1:epa1r, 
processing, edit ing, duplication , r~ prod':lct10n , ~nd a~tthent1catton of 
photographic and oth~r reco.rds (m clud1ng motiOn-ptc~u~'e .and ,olher 
films and sound l'Ccorclm gs ) m tl"~e custody of~he ArchrVls~, .P\I~?ha~e 
ancl exchange of books, mdudmg l~w bool,~, books . of u~ference, 
maps, and charts ; contract stenog ruplu c ~·ep~rtmg serv tces; purchase 
of news papers, periodicals, ru1d pre9:5 ch p pmgs ; nol. t~ excee~ $100 
for payment in advance " ·hen authonze~l by the Ar~lnnst :for hbra.ry 
membership in societies whose publicat1ons are anulnble to memb~rs 
<Only o1• to mem?eL·s a! '" price lower tha n to the gentw~l publw; 
t rnvel expense!', 111cludwg not to. cx~eed $ 1,000 f or th e expens~s of 
attendance at meetings concem ed w1th the work of The _Natwnal 
A rchives ; repn.irs to cquip1~1cnt.; pnrch n ..<;c., exchange, nuuntenanco 
nncl operati on o-1' motot· ,·ehlC)es ; and al~ other n~cessary expenses, 
$850,000 : P ro'l.•icle<l, That sectwn 3709 of lhe ReviSed S t atutes ( 41 
U. S. C. 5) sha ll not be const ruecl to apply to any p urchase o~· sern ce 
render ed for The National Archives when the aggregate cost m volved 
does not exceed lhe sum of $50. 

• 'fbis sec tion ts tuiotecl us a mended June 19, 1037 (50 Stat. 304-805). . It 
was further amcuded li~' tbc following scc1ion of the Pt·e:;i(!<.•ut ':; H~·ot·gu utz.:~t.wt~ 
P lilu Ko. 2, wbicll Iiceame et'fc<:Ure, af.l.~r Congress;ton ;~l a <:tto u, on July 1, .~0~0 · 

"S~:c. 202. Nati ou<tl .t.lrclti vcs.- 'l'rnus tcrs, -~onso llclat tous. ~~n ~l allolltlous tel.lt· 
ing to the Niltloua l Archin' s nt·e here by c trccte<l ns folio~ s · . 

·• ( rr ) FunctiOitS o{ Codi(icrrtion B oord. tnw.,(crrell .- Thc ! tmetton~ of tl~a 
Corllficnt ion Boa rd. es tablished by t ile Act of J une 19, 1937 ( ;)Q ~t~t., 30~) . n~o 
1 Cl' ·b:v IT;ms:Ecn·cd to the N~ttiona l At·chh·o?s and Rh:t 11 })(! couso~td:t tctl m _th,tt 
;.,.c~u:~· ~villt the functious of the Dh·i>"i(ln of the ~edeml H('gt~~~.~· . nncl fslu;ll 
i>~ nd tni n iste rPd h~· such D il' is ion uu dc t· tlle direc tiOn nnd sut>et 1 t:;i<nt o t 1e 

Arelt i"iRt . 	 , , C l' fl t' n A ·<1 1~ bcrcb" nbol­"(11 ) Co<l·ifintlion J:oHnl a7JO!ished .- I he ou en ton "'"til . , .. . ~ ·' : , 1i~hecl nnd its o utstanding afr nil·s. shall be wouna . 11[1 by :~~~ .A ~ ~htvl~t tlnou, 1 

the Di\·lsion o:f llHl Fec.le t·nl llegtster ln tlle Nntwnal Aichnes. 

NATIONAL ARCHTVI;;s LEGJ::;LATION 

Printin~ and binding : For ali printing nnd bind ing £or The 
.Kationnl Archives, $14,000. 

Total, The National Archives, $864,000. 

'RESOLUTI ON ESTA BLISHING THE 	FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY, APPROVED 
JULY 18, 1939 

[PuNic Res. 30, 76th Cong. ] 

Jolut n esolutlou to t>rovitlc for the ~s tahlisbmcn t a nd main tenance o! the 

F'r auklin D. RooseYelt Lib mry :\nd for otll er pnrposes. 


Resol1;ecl by tlte S enate and Hou.se of Rep1•esentativos of the United 
.States of Ame1·ica in Oonr;ress wsseml/led, 

TITLE 1-DEFI NI'l'IO:\S 

SEcTION 1. As used in this joint resolution­
(a) '.fhe term "donor" means Frnnldin D. R oosevelt. 
(b) The term "historicn.l mater ial'' includes books , co rl'esponclence 

j)apers, pamphlet~, ~·orks of a~t, models, p ictures, photographs, plats; 
maps, and other smular material. 

(c) The teL'lll "Board" means tlte Trustees of the Franklin D . 
Roosc,·elt Library. 

TITLE 11- FUANKLI.K D. ROOSEVELT LIBltARY 

SEc. 201. The Archivist o:f tho United States is authorized to accept 
for aml in the name of the Un ited Stntes :from the donor, or from such 
person o r persons ns sha ll be empowered to act for the donor, t itle to 
u tract o:f land consisting of an aren of twelve acres, more or le~~ of 
the H yde P ark estnte of the donor nnd his family , located on the .New 
Y ork-Albany P ost Road , in tho town of H yde Park, Dutche..c:;s County, 
S tate of New York; such area to be selected and Cttrved out of the 
.said estate by the donor and to be uti] ized as a site for the Franklin D. 
R oosevelt L ibrary provided for in this title. 

SEc. 202. T he A rchi,·ist is authorized to permit t he Frank lin D. 
R oosenlt Librar y, I ncor pomted, a New Yorlc corporntion organized 
for that purpose; to cons truct. on the area re:fen :ed to in section 201 of 
t his tit.le a buildmg, or bnlldings, to be desig nated as the Franldin D . 
R ooseve lt Library, and to landscape the grounds within the said u.rea. 
Such p roject shnll be carried out in accordance with plans and specifi­
·Ciltions npprovecl by the Archivist. The F ederul Wotks Administra­
tion is authorized to permit the fa cilities and personnel of the Public 
Buildin~ .A.clm.inistmtion to be utilized in the preparation of plans for 
and in tne con!':tr uct ion and equip ping of th e proj ect : P rovided, T hat 
the F ranklin D. Hoosen lt L ibmry, I ncorporated, shall enter in to an 
m·rnngcment .satisfn c~ory t? t.he Sccret.al:.V of .the 'l'remmry to reim­
blll:se tht~ smd Pubhc Butlchng .Admuustrntwn for t he costs and 
expt'nses incurred for such purpos<'S, as determined by the F ederal 
" 

1orks Administration. 
SF.c. 20H. U pon the completion of t.he pl'oject authorized in. sec­

tion 202 or tlus ti tle, the Archivist. shall accC'p t. for the Franldi1.1 D. 
R oosevelt Library, as a gift :from the d onor , such collection of his ­
t orical material as shall be dOilat<>d by tho donor. The Archivist 
may also acqn.ire f or t lte said L ibrary from other sources, by gift, 
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purchase, or loan, historic1ll books relttted to and other historical 
material contemporary with nnd related to the historical material 
acquired from .the donor. The historical material acqnirt>d tutder 
this section shall be permanently housed in the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library : P1'ovided. T haL the ArchiYist may temporarily remove any 
of such material from the said Library when he deems it to be 
necessary : tln(l provided further, That ·the Archivist may dispose 
of any duplicate pl'inted material in the said Librnry by sale or ex­
change, and, with the npprontl of the National Archives Council, 
may dispose of by snle, exchange, or otherwise any material in lho 
said Library whic11 appears to have no perm!tnent value or historical 
interest. The proceeds of any sale made under this section shall be 
paid into the speciltl account p1·ovided for in subsection (d) of sec­
tion 205 of this title, to be held, administered, and expended in 
accordance w.ith llte pt·o,·i&1on::; of that subsection. 

SEc. 204. Tho faith of thu U niteel St!ttes is pledged that, upon the 
construction of the F ra.nklin D. R oosevelt L ibrary and the acquisi­
tion from the dono1· of the collection of historical material in. 
accordance with the terms of this title, the Uni ted States will pro­
vide such fnnds as may be necesstlry for t he upkeep of the said 
L ibrary tmd the achn ini!itl.'ative expenses and costs of operation 
thereo£, inclnding the p 1:escrvrltion and cat·e of historical materinl 
acquired under this tit le, so lhat the said L ibrary shall be at all 
times properly mn.inlained. 

SF.c . 205. (a) A Board to be known ns the Trustees of the Fnmk­
lin D. Roosevelt Libmry is hereby estitblished. The Archivist aml 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall be ex officio members, and the 
Archi>ist shall be chnirmn.n of lhe Board. There shall a lso be five 
members of the Board appointed by the P resident :for life, but the 
P resident may rernoYe nny such memh<'r f or cause. Vacancies on 
the Board shall be filled by the President. Membership on the 
B oard shall not be cleomccl to be an office within the meaning of the 
Constitution and statutes o£ the United States. 

(b) No compensation shnll be paid to the members of the Board 
for their scn·ices as such membet'S, but they shall be allo"-ed their 
necessary expenses iucuned in the discharge o£ their duties under 
this title. The certificate of the chairman of the Board shall be 
sufficient evidence that. the expenses are properly allowable. 

(c) The B oard is hereby authorized to accept and receiYe g.ifts 
:mel be<ptests of personal pl'OJWrty nncl to hold :mel l\clminister the 
same as trust Cnnds for the benefit of the F rnnklin D. R ooseYelt 
L ibtary. The moneys or seetlrities composing trust funds given or 
bequenthed to the Bon.n l shn.ll be receipted for by the S ecretary of 
t he Treasury who shallim·est, reinvest, nnd retain investments ns the 
Bo<1nl mny from time to time detern"'.ine : Provided, howeve1·, That 
t he Bonrcl is not authorized to engage in any business nor to exercise 
any .-oti.tw prh·i len·e "·hich mny be incidental to securities in such 
trust :1\m(ls, not· sl~all t.ile Secl'etn ry of the T1·easm'y make any in­
vestments :fol' the acc()un t of the Board which could not lawfully be 
made by a tl'nst coutpany in the District of Columbia, except that 
he nun·\nakt' nny i11vcslmt>nt direcllY nnfh01·ized bv the instrument 
o:f gift under wliich the flmds to be" investeel are cferivecl, and may 
retain fllty iJtYeslmcuts accepted by the Boat'd. 
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(cl) T he income from any trust funds held by the Board ns nncl 

·when collected, shall be deposited ''ith the Treasurer o'f th~ United 
States ~,·ho shall enter it in a special account to the credit of the 
!'·.r~n~<~~n D ..R~se~elt Librul'y :Uld sub~ect to disbur~emeut by the 
~\t clu_\lst, except ''here oth~rwtse restl'lcted by lhe mstrumont of 
g1_ft, m tl~e purchase of eqmpment for lhe Fmnklin D. Roosevelt 
L tbm.ry; m the preparation and publication of «uidos inventories 
calen~lars, and textual reprodncti?n of mnterial it~ the ~<tiel Librnry; 
and ~l the purch~se, ~mder sectwn 20:3 of this title, of historical 
mate_rHtl_for the sa1~ L tbrat·y. . The ~\.rchi\'ist mny make sales of any 
]Hl~hcatwns authonzed by th1s sectiOtl at n. price which will cover 
thmr cost and 10 pe~ c~ntum ad~le_d, and all moneys teceived from 
such sn.l~s shall be pa1d 1 ~1to, aclmuustered, and expended as a prn-t of 
the spe,cml account herem provided for. 

(e) Unless oth'?rwise restricted by the instrument of oi'ft, t he 
Board, by.re~l utwn duly _adopted, m1ty authorize the ArcT1ivist to 
use the JH'Hiclpal of .any gtft or becluest mRde lo it :for any of the 
purposes mentwned m subsection (d) hereof. 

(f) T he Board shall h ave nil tlw usual powers o:f n. trustee in 
respect to all funds administered by it, but the members of. the B oard 
~hall !lot b? persomdly ~inble , e.-.,;cept :for misfeasance. I tt the aclmin­
Jstrfl.twn of such trust f unds the actions of the Uottrd. includin•.,. nny 
pnyme11ts ~nade or IU_ttlwrized to be made by it ·ft·om st;ch :ftmcls 0 sha11 
not. be st~b] ect to_r ev:1ew or att~tck excep~ i1~ an ntlion bro_ught ln the 
U ruteel ~tntes. D~stt:w~ Com:t for th~ D.1strtct o·f Cohunbw, which is 
hereby g;t':en JUnsclictiOn of such su tts, for t hf' purpose of enfOL·cing 
the prOY.ISton of u.ny trust accepted by the B oard. 
. SEc.. 206. The Com~nissioner of P ublic Bnildirws shall be respon­

stble for the care, mau!tenance, and protection ofthe build ings and 
gl'ounds of the Frankhn D. R oosevelt Library in the same manner 
anc~ t~ the_ S.'l.me extent ltS he is responsible for 'tho Nntional Archives 
Bmld1~1g m the Distri~t of C:olumbia. Except as provided in the 
f?recedmg sentence, ~he 1mmechate custody aud control of the Frank­
Lin .D. Roosevelt L tbrary, and ;mch other buildings, grounds, and 
equ1pment as may from tune to tune become a part ther·eof and their 
cou~nts sha~l bo vested ~n the .Archiv~st of tho United States, ancl 
l1e 1s authortzed. to appomt a1~d prcscnbe the duties of such officers 
and employees, mclucling cl~ncal assistance for the 13o:u·d, n.s may 
be. ne_cessary for tho executwn of the functions vested in him by 
t lus tttle. 

SEo. 207. T he ArchiYist slutll prescribe regulntions crovernin« the 
n.rriu;gement, custo~ly, protection, anc~ use of the hislo~ic!tl matel'ial 
a.cqun:ed under llus t1tle ; and, subJect to such reo·ulations such 
n; n.t.entd sltall.L~ a:rstilable ~o the public free o:l' chs~·ge: Prt;vicled, 

. ~ h!t~ th.e A~::chmst ts _nuthor~zed to ~luuge and ,collt~ct, under regula­
~l0~1S p res~t ~heel by ~l~n_, a f.ee W?t 1!1 exeess <rf. ~r.; cents per p erson 
for t_he pt~v1lege ?f YJ~1tmg and ne"·lllg the !'Xltth'lt. rooms or museum 
_pol'tlon of t l_w_sa~d L1brary; and any fnnd::; so 1lerivell shall be paid 
by the Axc]m·1st mto t~e ~pecml account proY iclod 1'or in subsection 
(d) of sectwn ~0~ of tlus t itle, to be held, administ~'recl, rtnd t'XpeHded 
under the prons1cms of that subsection. 

.SEc..208. T he Archi vis~ shall make t~ the Congress
1 

nt the begin­
mng o£ each regular sesswu, a. report for the ln'Ccedmg fiscal year 
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as to the Franklin D. Rooseyelt Library. Such report shall include 
lt detailed statement of all accessions, all dispositions of .historic~tl 
material, and all receipts and expenditures on accou11t of the saHl 
Library. . . . . . 1 

SEc. 20D. The costs incurred by the Arcluy1st m carrymg ou~ t te 
duties placed upon him by this title, includmg the expenses of .the 
members ofthe Board. and the .costs of the I}cH~n1's 1.1ec~s~nry rele.l'lca l 
assist.ance, shall.be pmd out of the nppropn~ttlon.s for I,he ~;tt:on;tl 
Arclttves Estnhltslunent as other costs and expenses of 'I he N ,ttwn,tl 
Archives Establishment are paid; and such sums as ma~· be necessary 
for such purposes are hereby authorized to be appropnatecl. 

'riTLE III-FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT RESIDIDNCE 

SEc. i101. The head of any executive department, pursna:1t to 
agreement behw~en him and the donor, may accept for and m the 
name o:f the United States from the donor, or from .snch person or 
persons as shall be empowered to act for the donor, t1tle to .an:y pr~rt 
or parts of the said Hyde Park es~nte of the <Jonor m:d lns fan\ t!y 
which shall be clcmated to the Umted States for u~e. m con:1ectwn 
with any desigmt!ed function of the Government adnumstered Ul such 
departJi1ent. LThe title to any suc~l property mr~y be accept.ed under 
this section notwithstanding that 1t may be subJect ~o. the lt:fe e~tate 
of the donor or of any other person or persons now ltvmg: Prm;uled, 
That during the continuance of any lif.e esta.te reserved. therein ,no 
expense to the United States i1~ connection ;vtth the orclma~'.Y mam­
tenance of the propt•rty so acqmred shall be menn:ed: f!/'omcled fur­
the~', That the acceptance hereunder by the Umted 8tates of ~he 
title to property in which any life estate is reserved shall11ot durmg 
the existence of such life estate t\Xcm pt the property, except to the 
extent provided in section ()04 [303] of this title, from taxatimt by 
the town of Hyde Park, Dutchess. County, or the State ?f Ne:w York 
as other real property in the ~mel town, ?ounty, or State 1s taxed 
under the applicable laws !'ela.tmg to taxr:twn of real propert:y. 

SEc. 302. Upon the exp1ratwn of all l~fe estates. reser.ved m a!lY 
property acquired under this title for us~ .m ccn:I;Pctwn IY~th a cleslp:­
nated function of the Government, or, 1f no hfe estate IS rese:·ved, 
immediately upon the acceptan~e ~f ti~le thereto, the h.eac~ o.f !he 
department adrninistering the smd fun~twn shall as~m.ne ]u.ns~hctlon 
and control over the property so acquired and ad;TJ_Ullster 1t for the 
purpose designated, subject to the. applicable lH'onswns of law. . 

SEc. ()03. The right is reserved m the Congress to take sneh actton 
ancl to make such' changes, moc1if1catious, alterations,, and improv~­
ments in cmmection 1Yith and upon any property ncqwn~cl under tl.ns 
title, clnriug or after the expiration of any life estate reserved therem, 
as the Congress shall ck.ern proper. and necessary to protect aml pre­
sen·e the same; bnt umther the ImproYements so m.ac1e nor any 
ineren~e in the value of the property by reason thereof sha1l lm S\l~J­
ject to taxation duri11g the existence of ally life estate rescn·pcl lll 

the property. 
Approved, ,July 18, 1Di3D. 
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ACT CONCERNING THE DISPOSAL OF RECORDS, APPROVED AUGUST 5, 1939 

[Publie, No. 2\l:J, 76th Cong.] 

An Act to prod(le for the clisvosHion of ePrtain records of the 

United States GoYeriimeut. 


l~e it e,nacled Z;y tile ~-._~ena~e and llouse of Representatiues of tile 
Unded ,":,fates of Amatea .. w Congress as8mnb!ed, That whenever 
any agency of the TJnitecl States Government has in its custody an 
necumi.tlation of records that n1·e not needed bv it in the transaction 
of its emr~nt ~usin.ess and that appear. to it to have no permm~ent 
valye or lustoncal mterest, the head of such ageney shall submrt a 
wntten rPpcnt therecm to the Archivist of the United States in which 
he sha l1 state the location and describe the character of such records 
so as .to en:tble ~h~ Archivist to identify them.. Said report shall be 
subunttecl m tl'l pliCate ancl shall be accompanted by samples of the 
seveml kinds o:f records listed therein. 

SEc..2. \V!ten u~ecl ir.t this Act, the word "records" means originals 
c~r copres of motwn-prcture OL: other photographic records in any 
form whatscwn•r, sound reconlmgs, correspondence, papers, indexes, 
maps, charts, plans, drawings, punch cards, tabulation sheets pic­
tun•s, and other ki11cls of records belonO'ilw to the United States 
Government. o o 

. SEC. a. The Archivist, with the approval of the National Archives 
Counc_il, slu.dl submit to Congress, at sneh times as he shall deem 
expedte.nt, lists. of .records reported to hirn. in the manner prescribed 
by seetwn. 1 o~ th:s Act that appear to hun to have no permanent 
value or lustonenl mterest to the Federal Government. 

SJcC:. '1. \Vhenever the Archivist shall submit to Cmwress in com­
l. . 't.l 1 . . . f . f . \ b ' p uwee w1·. 1 t 10. provtstons o·: sectwn a o thts Act, lists o:f records 

that appear to hun to have no permanent value or historical interest. 
to, the I<:ederal Govern!11ent, it ~hall be the duty. of the presiding o~cer 
o[ the Seunte to appomt two Seuators who, wrth the members of the 
ComrnittPe Oil the Disposition of Executive Papers of the House of 
I:iepresentntives, shall constitute a joint committee, to which such 
hsts ~hall .be. referred, and said joint connnittee shall meet and 
e;;:amme sard !rsts and submit t~ the Senate :wd .House of Representa­
tt \'es, n·spectrvely, a report of suc:h exammatwn and their recom­
lllendation. .. 

SEt:. :3..If sucl; joint committPe report that any of the records 
dc•senbeclm the Itsts referred to them are not needed or useful in the 
tralt.saction of the cm:n;nt business of the agenc:y by \\'hiclt they IYere 
!'eportecl io the 1\rchrnst and have no permanent ntlne or historical 
mteres~ to. the I1ederal ~:tovermr~mr~, then it shall be the duty of the 
head of saH! agency to cltspose of stud records by one of the followirw 
methods : · · o 

. (a) .BY. sn!e., upon the best oht:yinable ter.rns after dne publication 
of ltoilce mntmg proposals therefor; 

(b) By en using thmn to be destroyed; 
(e) By tmmfc'r (without cost to the United States Govennnent) 

to any 8tate or dependency of the 1J11ited States of America. or to 
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any appropriate educational institution, library, museum, historicttl, 
research, or pntriotic organization thet·ein, that has made npplication 
to him therefor, t ht·oug;h the Archivist of the U nited States. All 
moneys deriYed from the sale of such records shall be paid into the 
T reasm y of the United tates by said agency. 

If said joint committee shall f ail to make a. report during any 
regular or special session of Congt·ess on any list of records that has 
been submitled to Congr(>!;S by the Archivist not less than ten days 
prior to the adjournment of such session , the Archivist may empowe1· 
the agency by which such records were reported to him to d1spose 
of them by any of the methods prescribed in this section. 

H i t shall appear to the Archh-ist that an:y records reported to him 
in the mnnner prescribed by section 1 of th1s Act, while Congress is 
not in session, luwe no permnnent vulue or historical interest and 
have the same f orm numbers or form. letters or are of the same specific 
kind ~\s other reco1·ds of the s:.:tme agency previously authorized for 
disposition by Congtcl'is, he mny empower said ngency to make dispo­
sition of said similar records by any of the methods prescribed in 
this section. 

T he Archivist shall submit. to Congress at the beginn·ing of each 
session a descriptive list of nll records authorized for disposition by 
him d uring th~~· preceding recoss of Congress. 

SEc. 6. ·when nny records of the Umtecl States Govern ment have 
been dispo:oed of in 'nccordnncc with the provisions of section 5 of this 
Act, the head of the agency mnking such disposition shall submit a. 
written report t hereon to the Archivist of the United Stutes in which 
he shall describe t he clunacter and volume of such records nnd state 
when nncl by what method the disposition thereof wns u.ccomplished. 
If any of the r ecords descr ibed in a particular report 111-e sho,vn 
thereby to have been sold, such report shall give the amount of the 
purchase lJl'ice recei ,·cd therefor and the tota1 cost of effectin~ such 
:SUJes. Sfud report shnll also give the names and post-office ndaresses 
.of all institutions, associn t ionst or other organizations to wh1ch any 
'l'ecords therein desct·ibecl have been transferred. 

SEC. 7. The Archivist of t he United States sha.ll transmit to Con­
gress, at the beginning of e.ach regular scs~ion, n. conc:ise summnriza­
tion of the duta contamed 111 the reports filed \Vl th lum by heads of 
agencies of the Govet:n!nent durin~ the prec~ding fiscal year in com­
pliance with the proviSIOns o·f scctwn 6 of tlus Act. 

SEc. 8. "Whenever the Archivist sludl cletetmine thn,t any records 
in his custody, or which l1ave been. reported to him J:>y ~my agency 
unde1· the terms o'f section 1 of th1s Act, nre a contmum.., menace 
to human hea.lth or life OI' to property, he shitll cause sncY1 records 
to be destroyed immedintely a-t such plac? !trtc} by such method as 
he sh all select: P.tov idecl, kowe,·er, That d sa1~1 rec_o~·ds have been 
transferred to his custody, he shall repor t the chsposrttOn thcreo:E to 
the C01wress nn<~ to the a<re.ncy from which they were transferred. 

SEc. 9~ Whenever it shaft appear to the Archivist that there t~l'(). 
in his custody any records t hat tU'e without permanent value .or l:ns­
toricnl interest to the Fedeml Government he shnll subm1t hsts 
th ereof to Cono-ress in the manner provided by section 3 of this Act: 
P rovided, lww'g,ve1', That the At·chiYist shall not report to Congress, 

NATIONAL ARCHIV.ffiS L EGISLATJON 

under t~1e pr?visions .of this sectio1~, recorcls of any oxistin.., ngency of 
th~ Umted States w1thout the .wntten ~onsent of the saia' ngency. 
. SEc. 10. The procedures herem lH'ElSCnbed to be followed at·e exclu~ 

sw e, nncl no records of the United .States Government may be alien­
ated .o~· destroy<:ct except by authonty sought and obtained under the.. 
p rovtswns o£ th1s Act. 

SE<;:. 11. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with the provisions: 
o.f tlns Act are hereby repealed. 

Approved, August 5, 1939. 



APPENDIX II 

ACCESSIONS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES DURING THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1939 1 


DEPAHT:\IEN'£ OF S'l'ATI<J 


Motion-pictme film shmrin o· proposed sites :for a legation in 
Bolivia and actiYities of the A~nericnn Minister to Bolivia, 1929. 9 
units. Accession 253. 

Records pertaining to Ame~ican partici\mti?n. in the" Loui.s\tma 
Purchase Exposition at St. Loms, 190~, and m lm.Ivm·.sal Expos1t10ns 
:at Paris in 1867, 1878, and 1900. 65 feet. AccessiOn 301. 

Accounts Dtvision 
Correspond.ence, cash books, diplomatic and c~msulnr ::scoun!s, tu~d 

other accountmg records of the Department o:f State, 178u-192;). 1()9 
:feet. Accession 321. 

PeTsonnel Supendsion and Jfanagement Divi8ion, Recruitinp ancl 
Selection Section 

Letters o:f application and recon;me.nclatio~t for Federal office, 1707­
1901; Senate confirmations and reJectwns, 1197--1900; onl.ers ~or c~m­
missions, acceptances, and Lhc like, 1!9:2--1;80!3; letters of res1~nat10n 
and declination 1789-1895; and drafts oi crrcu lars, letters, mstruc­
tions, clespntche~, and other documents, 1890-1D07. 5GG feet. Acces­
sion 323. 

Foreign Service 
Archives of American diplomatic posts in Co~ta Rica, .1900-12, and 

the Dominican Hepublic, 1907-11;, and of 5:erta~n. Amel'lcan consul~r 
posts in B~'r:mu<la, 1907-:~2; Braztl, 1907-1~); Bn~~sh 1(01.td~n·.as, HlOi~ 
16· the Bnttsh \Vest Inches, 1001--1:2; Canada, 18..J.>-:1929, Ch1le, 1920, 
Co~ta Rica, 1908--12; Cuba, 1895-1D2G; England, 1858-1028; the 
French West Indies, 189±--1938; Germany, 1852-1Di10; Italy, 1798­
1927 · Peru, 1826-1930: Scotland, 1833-1921; and Switzerland, 18:58­
1914.' 520 feet. Accessions 359-3G7 and 39-±-401. 

DEPARTl\IENT OF TI-m '£HEASUHY 

Office of the Secretary . 
Records of special agents relating to .eap.tured and ~tbandmwcl 

property and to restrictions on c01.nmerc1al mtercourse In seceded 
areas and records of cotton pnrchasmg agents at New Orlea:ts, !-'a.,
and Memphis and Nashville, Tenn., 18Gl-G7. M feet. Aceesswn ,)22. 

'Arranged first according to agency and thereunder by acce~si<~n n_umber. ex­
cept when accessions have been combined. 'rhe footage' giveu 1s m lJilear teet. 
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Records of the Confederate Treasury Dtclpartmellt in Richmond 
and of its agents in the States perta inii1g to cotton and bond trans­
aetions and othm matters, 18G1-65. 50 feet. Accession 352. 

ilcco1tnts and Deposits Office 
Rec~rds of the Allied Purchasing Commission, 1D17-19. 55 :feet. 

Accesswn 3M. 

Accounts and Deposits Office, Boolclceepinr; and 1Varrants Division 
Appropria~ion w~nTants, registers of. warrants and requisitions, 

·Certificates of deposit, and other acconntmg records, 177D-Hl:31. 862 
feet. Aecessions 2:20 and 880. 

Photographic glass-plate negatives of four persons of the Civil 
vVar period. 4 units. Accession 257. 

Hecords of tho Southern Claims Commission, 1871-80. 5 feet. 
Accession 30B. 

Hecords relating to claims :for eotton and other property alleo·ecl to 
~lave beel;.se.ized by special ag~nts of the Treasury Depaitment dur­
mg the Civil \Var and to nuscellaneous other matters, 18G:1-1905. 
135 feet. Accession 404:. 

Coast Guard 
A sound recording of a radio address delivered on September 23, 

1988, by Rear Admiral Russell R 'Vaesche. 1 unit. Accession 329. 
Motion-picture film entitled "G-Men of the Sea." 2 units. Ac­

cession :350. 

Comptroller of the Currency 
National cutTency and bond ledgers, 18G5-1Hil5, and lodgers o-f 

incomplete cmTeney, 1SG5-1D10. 145 feet. Accession i\00. ­

Oompfl"olla of the CuNency, Ji'edaal Rcserce Issue and Redemption 
Divi8ion , 

Correspondence, Hll4-25. and nllllt lmlances, daily reports of 
issues, destruction schedules. and other records, 1915--:3G. 95 feet. 
Accession 248. ' 

OomptJ·oller of !he Ow·r·erwy, Insolvent National Banks Diui.sion 
Letters reeein~cl, 1806-191:2; copies of letters seut, 1887-1D35 · quar­

terly reports of recein~rs, 18G5-1912, 1917-37; and other 1:ecords 
pertait~ing to natio11al banks in receivership, 1865-11):37. 3,098 feet. 
Accesswn 353. 

Oomptl·o7ler of the OuPrency, Re]JOI't8 Dioision 
Correspondence and national bank examiners' reports 1863-1930 · 

examim:rs' repor~s. concerning savings institutions in th~ District of 
Columbia, 187;}-11128; and other records, 1864-1924. 'b,05l) feet. Ac­
cession 2-±1. 

Customs Bnreatt 
Letters sent (copies), 1789-1HOD, and letters received 1879-1909 

eonceming the colleetion of import duties and the enf~n'cement of 
customs laws. 916 feet. Accession 339. 
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OustonM B1t1·ecm, OollectOJ' of Ott.~torn.~, New York, N. Y. 
Crew lists of Americnn vessels enterin[? and cle:tring at the port of 

New York, 1803-1919, and shipping r.rttcles, 1840-1914. 1,495 feet. 
Accession 351. 

Mint Bureau 
Correspondence and technical, administrative, and other records of 

the B ureau, the United States Mint, and various branch mints and 
assay offices, 1792-1934. 481 f eet. Accessions 258 and 335. 

P ublic D ebt Service 
Scrapbooks, posters, and other materials of the former ' fV'(I.r Loan 

Organization relating to Libe1ty Loa n and W ar Savings S tamp 
campaigns, 1917-20. 11 feet. A ccession 289. 

Public H erilth Service 
Motion-picture film entitled "Three Counties Ag!tinst Syphilis.:' 

2 units. A ccession 383. 

P·roc·u.rement Diui,~ion , P 'ltblio Hu:ildings B 1·anch, Supe·rvising 
.th:ohiteot's Office 

Correspondence and ot.hel.' records concer ning t.he construction, re­
pair, alteration, and ma intenitnce of Federitl buildings, 1837- 1933. 
5,548 feet. Accession 393. 

Ol'!}PAitTlllE!\T Of' WAH 

Adjutant Oerwral't~ Office 
Regimental and com pany r ecord uooks of disbanded VoluntcL•r 

Army or gtwizations, 1 47-48, 1861- 66. 1,610 :feet. Acce.c;s!on 221. 
Correspondence and other records of discontinued military ~')()sts 

and stations and of A rmy ten·itorinl depa r tments and or ganizutton·•, 
1835-1912. 5,877 f eet. Accessions 22;) and 226. 

Accounting r ecords of A.t·nw paymasters and quartet·mas ters, 1798­
1827. 536 feet. Accession 227. 

Correspondence, orders, and other records of discontinued ten·i­
torial commands of the Army, 1813-1912, and of discontinued mobile 
commands, 1861-66. 5,173 f eet. Accession 23·7. 

Correspondence, o rders, and other records of discontinued terri­
torial and mobile conun:tnds, and of posts and camps in Cubtt, the 
P hilippine I s lands, and Puerto Rico, 1898-1908, and r ecords of the 
China Rel ief Expedition, 1900·-1901. 1,204 f eet. A ccession 240. 

Manuscript maps !tnd contributory materin.l from which "·ere pt·c­
pared the maps in the Atla.~ to Accom7?a·ny th.e Official Record.~ of 
the Union ancl Confederate Armies, fLnd George B. :McClellan's port­
folio of pr·inted mnps relnting to explomtory surveys iu the West 
prior to the Civil W ftl'. 1,320 items. Accession 247. 

Muster rolls a:nd rehtted papers of Volunteer Army organizations. 
1818-66. 7,342 feet . A ccession 255. · 

Strength returns of Volunteers, 1812-1902. 398 feet. Accession 
25(). 

Records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and .Abandoned 
Lands, 18()'>--72, and of militnry r.omnuu1tls governing the Southem 
States, 18G7- 70. 2,110 f eet. Accession 260. 
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Or·ders and circulars issued by the 'Var D epartmen t cuHl Yarious 
A.1'1:1Y commands, 1813-1912; material drn\\'H from the files in pre­
parn.1g t~10 Official R~c<??'ds of t he Union ccnd Conj'ede?·ate ihomies for 
publrcatwn and aclnnmstratn·e records of the publishinO' office 1861­
1902; aucl r eference material. 2,5±9 feet. Accession 2G2. ' 

Correspondence, t.elegi·ams, and othet· records of the Secreta ry of 
W ar, ~800-1913, and of the H eadquar ters of the Army 1821-1903 
and ~1J.~cellnneous cones~ondence pertaining to exhibit~ at variou~ 
oxpos•twns and other subJects, 1897-191D. 1,323 feet. ,\ ccession 266. 

Vouchers, abstract.s, and other qunrtcnnnster and commissary 
papers. of the Confederate States of America, 1 61- 65. 2,400 feet. 
Accesswn 267. 

Draft records and correspondence o.f the Provost Marshal General 's 
Bureau, 1862-66, nnd correspondence of successor units in The Adju­
tant GeneraJ's Office, 1866-88. 2,321 feet. Acc('ssion 269. 

Muster t·olls, returns, and other :records of the Con federate Army; 
r ecords of t he Confederate vV!tr, T~·easnry, an~l P ost OfTiee Depnrt­
ments, the Congress, and other agen<.:JeS; aud Um<m records pertrdnino· 
t·o Confederates, 18()1-65. 4 ,224 :feet. A ccession 27a. o 

Battle reports, conespondenee and othct· records o:f t he OlTice of 
the Commissary General of P risoners and 0n•enemls' and staff officet·s' 
pupet·s, 18Gl- G(i. 878 feet. Accessio;l 274.

Miscellanemts records of various divisious of the Office iucludin(l'
co.r~·cspondence conce_rning . milibtry p~t·som.lel , 18i.36-813; dccounts of 
rruhtLtry posts !md bl'lef~ of court-martml t n als, 18~5-83; co r respond­
once and ac~ounts relatmg. t? the. payment of chums, 1866- 80; and 
r ecords relatt.ng to the a5lmuustrnt10n of military pt·isons and the dis­
chlu·g~ o'f prtsoners, 18 t5-94. 884 feet. .Accession 275. 

Regtmental nncl. company reco~·ds of .the Rcgulat· A rmy, 1800-1821, 
1~5f~-1900, and pnutec~ volumes, mclucllng roll of honor books for the 
C1nl Wa.r, Army regtsters, and .Army regulat ions, 1815-1935. 262 
feet. Accession 276. 

<;orr~pondenc~, reports, and other records of the O ffice of the 
Chief .Stgnal Ofhcer and of the Signal Corps, 1860- 1901. 85 feet. 
Access10n 277. 

.Muster rolls, corresp~ndence, or~ers, and other records of the Regu­
lar and Volunteer Arnues for I ndmn wars and for the Mexican 'Vat" 
miscellaneons 9ivii ·war reco~d~, inc!uding t~ccount~ a nd corTespo~d~ 
ence of the Utute.d States Chnstlan Commtsston · ofltce cl!tta .fi les · and 
other records, 1818-1935. 1,307 feet. .Accession~ 278 and 280 ' 
. Med i ~al hist?ries of militar~ posts, r egisters o:f physical e~amina­

Lwns of r.ecnuts, reports o:f s1ck .and ·wounded, fLnd other medical 
rccor:cls o'f the R egular Army pnor to 1894 ana of the Volunteer 
Anmes, 184:6-1912. 2,875 feet. Accession 283. 
M~tster rolls, company and regimental pnpers, and othet: records 

rclatmg to t.he Vohmteer A!·my during lhe Spnuish -Amel'icun ' Var 
!tnd the Pluhppme InsurrectiOn, 1898-1901. 942 feet. Aecession 285. 
~It!ster rolls, pay rolls, documents r elating to prisoner s of war, re­

e~·tut.mg rc tu~·ns, acc~unts, ~nd othel' records of Lhe Volunteer m1cl 
I\eguhtr Al'tmes relatmg duefly to the ·w ar of 1812 nnd muster rolls 
g~J:hc Regular Anny pnor to 1861, 1784-1860. 1,47<b f eet. Accession 
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Geneml correspondence of Tlw Aclj utant General's Office, 18();3-GO; 
strength returns and appointmcut t·ecords of the Hegular Army, 
1800-lSGO; and conespondence, rt>ports, and other records relating to 
the United States Military Acaclerny, 1801-G7. D:39 feet. Accession 
287. 

Strength retttrHs of orgaHizations in the American Expeditionary 
Forces, 19l8-20. 425 feet. Accession 385. 

Personal reports of officers, 1895-1918. 191 feet. Accession i189. 
N urnerical index prepared during the carding of the original per­

sonnel records of the Union and Confederate Volunteer Armies of the 
Civil War, 1890-HlOl. 279 feet. Accession 391. 

Air Corps Chief's Office 
Motion-picture film tmtitled "Last Rites of the Battleship Maine." 

1 unit. Accession 369. 

Engineer Chief's Office 
Military and historical maps relating to the Atlantic and Gulf 

States, which clenl chiefly 'vith the vVar of 1812, the Mexican \Var, 
the Seminole Indian campaigns, the CiYil \Var, and Indian lands, 
and maps of Europcttu origin, 'vhich deal with the wars of European 
powers, 1880-85, and with topographical surveys of European coun­
tries and their colonies, 1875-80. 4,374 items. Accessions 228, 271, 
388, and 382. 

Mounted photographs of seacoast batteries for the defense of Cuba, 
1899-1D01. li3G units. Accession 390. 

Finanre Chief's Offire 
Aeeountiug and other records pertaining to financial activities of 

the \Var Department, 1800-1925. 128 feet. Accession 402. 

DEPAR'rJ\IE.NT O.F JUSTICE 

.Anwintment Clerl~'s Office 
Papers concerning applicants for appointment to the judieinry, io 

officps in the j udici~tl districts. and to posts in the Department, 1833­
1908. 76t) feet. Accession 368. 

Judicial Statistics Section 
Monthly report sheets and cards containing data rela ti \'e to <'a::Jes 

on the dockets of the various district comts, 192G-i3G. 8H feeL Ac­
cession 332. 

United States ""lttot•ney for the Southern Dhtrict of Nc1o York 
Docmuents relating to eertain eases brought before tlH.~ dist riet 

court and other records, 18GG-1928. 144 feet. AccfJssion 848. 

TVw· Transaction Section. 
Hecords, 1917-2G. B80 feet. Accession 288. 

POS'l' OFFICii] DEPARTl\[li]N'L: 

Chief Clerk\~ Offlce 
}\fotion-pidure film portraying actiYities of the Dt>part:mc;nt, 

19H>--38, aml tlw construction of the Post Oflice Department Buddmg 
in \Vashiugton, D. C., 1U:31-:3,L 9;) units. Accession 871. 
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Classification Division 
Hecorcls pertaining to the second-class mailiug priYilege, 1932-3'1. 

73 feet. Accession 232. 

DICPAHT:\m::\T OF Tim NAVY 

Aeroncadlcs Burean 
Hecords of the Naval Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, consisting of 

correspondence, 1018-21, persounel records, 1917-18, laboratory 
records of material and struetural tests, HJ19-27, and experimental 
clra>vings of mwal aircraft, HJ18-33. 800 feet. Accession 328. 

CmustTuction and Repah· Bttrean 
Correspondence, reports, and other records, 18:30-1925, and ship 

plans, 1793-1921. 907 feet. Accessions 2D2, 342, 370, and 881. 

Naral Operations Office, Ncwal Districts Diuisio·n 
Correspondence and reports pertaining to the use of private vessels 

by the Navy during the \Vorld \Var and to the disposition of the 
vessels after the war, 1917-:37. 73 feet. Accession 805. 

Ncwal Operations Office, Na·val Intelligence Division, Naual Records 
and Library Office 

Copies of outgoing correspondence of the Secretary, 18G4-7:3, and 
unsuccessful applications for appointmeut to the Marine Corps, 
1850-GO. 11 feet. Accession 218. 

Copies of outgoing correspondence of the Secretary and of the 
Bureau of Navigatiou written at the direction of the Secretary, 
18G::l-73. 10 feet: Accession 310. 

Hecords of Daniel D. Brodhead, Navy Agtmt at Boston, 1821-55. 8 
feet. Accessiou 386. 

Navigation Bureau 
Motion-pictme film portraying a('tivities of the NaYy and other 

events during and shortly after the IV oriel \Var. 1;Jl units. Acces­
sion 392. 

Navigation B-ureau, EnUstecl Personnel Dioision 
Papers relating to certificates of identification issued to naval per­

sonnel for use as passports, 1917-21. 9 feet. Accession 306. 

N auigation Burea·u,, IIydtographic Office 
General correspondence, 18(:)2-192:3; miscellaneous records, includ­

ing records of chart construction, marine data, and ac9otmting 
records, 1860-1915; and logbooks of the German steamer Pruw Wal-­
demar, 1904-14. 18G feet. Accession 268. 

Ocean current reports sent in by cooperating observers, 1904-34. 50 
feet. Accession 337. 

Ordnance Btbreau 
Contracts and requisitions, 1899-1935. 30 feet. Accession 336. 

DEPARTMENT OF '.fHE INTERIOR 
Education Office 

Miscellaneous records, 1877-1985, and records of the former Fed­
eral Board for Vocational Education, 1917-33. 48 feet. Accession 
408. 
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Oeneml Land Offi:ce 
Records of contested entries srithin railroad grants, 1872-Hl09, aml 

records relating to private lan(l claims in Florida, 1770-1898. 342~: 
feet. Accession 302. 

Records submitted as proof of validity of title to California ~ands 
held under Spanish and Mexican grants, 1780-1846, and nuscel­
laneous papers relating to California, 1773-1907. 1!5 feet. Acces­
sion 388. 

Indian Ajf'alTs Office 
Reference maps and atlases and township plats of lands in or 

near Indian reservations. 2,242 items. Accession 230. . . 
Circulars, 1890-1911; miscellaneous records of the Alaska DlVl­

sion, 1914-36; reports on health, law violations, irrigation projects,. 
and the economic condition of Indians, 1922-34:; material relating 
to Indian schools, 1930-34; statistical reports of superintendents,. 
1930--35; and other records. 172 feet. Accession 245. 

Correspondence, reports, and other records of the Alaska DiYision,. 
1883-192i3; farming, grazing·, oil, and gas leases, with related cor­
respondence, .1907__.21; copies of outgoi~1g letters. of all divisi~ms, 
1909-36; copws of contracts for furmshmg supplies to the Inchans 
and related papers, 1980-3!5; accounting papers, 1932-35; and other 
records. 3,253 feet. Accession 250. 

Motion-picture film pertaining to Alaska. 2 units. Accession 
282. 

Maps and atlases dealing chiefly with tribal lands, reservfttions~ 
land allotments to individual Indians, and rights of way through 
Indian lands, 1880--1937. 16,693 items. Accession 409. 

Indian Com.rrdssioners Board 
Correspondence, information files, and reports, 1911-83. 27 feeL 

Accession 246. 

Mines Bttreatt 
Motion-picture film portraying mining. operations and related man­

ufactming processes. 518 units. 1\ccesSJ<;n 29~l. . 
Miscellaneous records, 1917-34, mcluclmg hies of the Explosives 

Re•rulation Explosives, Coal Economics, and Petroleum Divisions 
of the Min~s Bureau; the Coal Division of the Foreign and Domes­
tie Commerce Burea11; and the United States Fuel Administration, 
the ,Toint Information Board on Minerals and Their Derivatives, 
the Bituminous Coal Comrnission, the Federal Fuel Distributor, and 
the United States Coal Commission. 488 feet. Accession 308. 

Motion Pictures Dhdsio·n 
Motion-picture film portraying early construction work on the 

Grand Coulee Dam and other subjects. 8 units. Accession 298. 

National Parle Seruice 
Heeonls relating to the acquisition, division, and sale by the 

GoYermnent of land in the District of Cohnnbia, 17D1-1913; records 
of public building~ (~nd grounds author!ties of the: District, 1}'D1­
1918; records pertauung to the constructiOn ami mamtenance of the 
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;State, vVar, and NaYy Building and the \Vnshington Monument, 
1871-1!)21; records of commissions in charge of the ereetion of statues 
and memorials in the District and elsewhere, 1882-1P27; and records 
pertaining to Rock Creek Park, 1890-1918. 310 feet. Accessions 
:294 and 320. 

Records of official social functions held at the White House and 
of the President's official clay, 1897-1919, and a catalog of the White 
House collection of Presidential china, 1D21. 11 feet. Accession 2D5. 

Records of disbursements made for the National Commission on 
Law· Observance and Enforcement, 1929-31. 8 feet. Accession 296. 

Con:esponclenee concerning temporary positions, 1916-il3. 3 feet. 
AccessiOn 317. 

Records of the Potomae Company and the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Company, 1785-1900. 89 feet. Accession 378. 

Reclamation Burea:u, 
Miscellaneous records, 1928-33. 2 feet. Accession ))lf). 
Photographs pertaining to irrigation and reelamation projects, 

1902-36. 80,000 units. Accession 384. 

DIDPAlt'l'lVlENT OJ!' AGTIICULTUREJ 

Office of tlle Secretary 
Orders relating to the disposal of noncurrent records, departmental 

organization, office routine, and the like, 1895-1935. · 2 feet. Ac­
-cession 22:3. 

Correspondence and other papers, 1879-1930. 1,975 feet. Acces­
sion 234. 

Ag?·icultural Econmnics B7t1"ea7t 
Photographs illustrative of the \vork of the Bureau and vanous 

aspects of rural life and farm economy, 1908-37. 4,399 units. Ac­
·cession 229. 

Correspondence of agencies that preceded the Bureau, 1915-22; 
inspection certificates and daily market news bulletins concerning 
fruits and vegetables, 1915-83; examination reports and inactive 
licenses issued under the vVarehouse Act, 1918-37; and findings of 
the Secretary of Agriculture under the Grain Standards Act, 1933-35. 
1,004 feet. Accession 319. 

Anhnal Industry Bnrectn, T1Jbcrculosis Eradication Divi8ion 
Monthly sununary reports from the Charlestown, 1V. Va., office, 

1920--30. 1 foot. Accession 219. 

Entomolor;;y and Plant QnaJ•antbze Bnrectu 
Heeords relating to the importation of nursery stock, plants, and 

seeds, 1919-87. 199 feet. Aeeessions 224 and 242. 
Correspondence of the Bureau of Entomology, 1883-1924:; 368 

feeL Accession 344. · 

Pann Security Adndni.stration 
S~nmd record~ngs of dm~natie programs prepared for radio broacl­

eastmg. 102 umts. Accesswn 326. 
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ilfarithn.e Oonunission 
Records of the fomwr United States Shipping Board, including 

corresponde11ce and other papers concerning general affairs, planning 
aml statistics, training of men for Sf:la service, port and harbor 
:facilities, proleetion of ships, exports and imports, vessel nto\·ements, 
the acquisition and operation of vessels, and other subjects, 1816-2;), 
and records conceming the retmn of Scanclimwian and Dutch ships, 
Hll8-24. 1,004 feet. Accession 249. 

Records of the fornwr Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation, 
including correspondence and oth:~r papers of the vVashington, district, 
and foreign offices of the Division of Operations, 1817-31, of the Inter­
national Freight Corporation, 1820-22, and of the foreign offices 
·of the United States Lines, 1821-26; correspondence and reports of 
special agents engaged in making investigations, 1817-26; and 
papers relating to insurance claims, 1817-31\. 5,858 feet. Accession 
372. 

National Archim:s 
Motion-picture fihn recording a test of a ftlm cabinet. 1 unit. 

Accession Bell. 

National Emergency Council 
Motion-pietme film entitled "The Plow That Broke the Plains." 

2 units. Accession 281. 
1\fotion-picture film entitled "The River. 1 

' 8 units. Accession 403. 

National Labor Relations Bow·d 
Correspondence concerning air-line pilots' cases, 1834. 1 foot. 

Accession 20 (addition). 
Decisions of regional labor board panels, 1833-35. 1 foot. 

Accession 168, part 2. 

.Smitlwonian Institutlon 
News reels and other motion pictures relating to Col. Charles A. 

Limlbergh. 12 units. Accession 261. 
Miscellaneous meteorological records, 1646-1881. 40 feet. Acces­

sion 357. 

..Social Secu?'ify Board 
News reels pE~rtaining to old-age pensions and unemployment 

msurance. 2 units. Aecession 289. 

Veterans' .:.!d1ninistndion 
Papers relating to closed pension claims. 220 feet. Accession 12 

(addition). 

Veterans' Administration, 111edical and 11ospital Service 
ConespollClenee, case histories, and other records of the Surgeon 

·General's OJtice concerning the supplying of artificial limbs and 
trusses to war nterans, 1861-18:30. 36;'5 :feet. Accession 334:. 

Vctel'((ns' Adminisfi'((tion, lVationalllomes Seruice 
"l\Iembers' jackets" and other records of the New York State 

Soldiers' and Sailors' Home (now a Veterans' Administrution Fa­
·ciLity) at Bath, N. Y., 1877-Hl2\J. (58 feet. Accessions B07 and 383. 
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lVorlcs Proqress Administmtion 
~loti.on-pieture ~hn portraying activities of the Administration. 

121 umts. Accesston 380. 
. Motion-pietm·e fihn entitled "Shock Troops of Disaster" pertain­
mg .to the New England hmTicane of September 18i\8. 1 unit. Ae­
cesswn 35G. 

IVMks Progress Administration, Federal Jfnsic PI'Ojcct 
Sound recordinp:s of musical programs nml addresses. 01 units. 

Accessions ilill, :>77, and 387. . 

lVorks Pro{!J'ess Administration, National Touth Administmtion 
Motion-picture filrn entitled "Youth Also Serves" pertainino· to the 

New Englaml hutTicane of September U);)8. 2 units. Accession ;3;'54. 

.JUDICIAHY
Court of Claims 

Documents filed in litigation that is now terminated, 1855-1823. 
and. records accumulated in the prepamtion of a roll c>f Cherokee 
Indwns, 1D06-8. D,P'T5 feet. Accession. 'J07. 

United States District Ooud fm' the Southern Didrict of Ohio 
11econls of the former United States Circnit Court at Chillieothe. 

Ohio, pertaining to the proposed trials of Aaron BmT aud Hanmu{. 
Blennerhnssett, 1805-8. 1 foot. Accession 376. 

PHIVATID GU'TS 

1\Iotion-pieture fil~n entitled "Our Own lJnited States"-presented 
by \Vamer Bros. Pictures, Iue. 1B units. Accession 2:)5. 

Sound recordings of Shakespearean p!ays broadcast cluri1w July­
A,ngu?t 1\Jil7-pr~f:en~e~cl by the ColumlJia Broadcasting Syst:;'m, Iue.. 
Hl umt s. Aeeess1on 2u8. 

Motion-picture film entitled "The New York Hat," made in 1812­
presented by ~lary Pickford. 1 unit. Accession 264. 

.Sound recordings of an eyewitness description of the Hindeubnrg 
c~tsaster at Lul~ehurst, N.•~ ., M:::y G, 1\):37-presented by Bu1Tidge D. 
I)utlm·. 10 umts. Aceesswn 2i8. · 
. Motion-picture film portraying President and Mrs. Franklin D. 

Hoosewlt attending Easter selTices, April 12, 1D:3G. and the annual 
egg-rol1,ing on tlw \Vhi~e House ltmn, April 18, 1Di36-presentecl by 
Helen h. Patton. 1 mut. Accession 2Dl. 

JUotion-pictm·e film portTaying scenes duritw the internatiowtl 
crisis o.f September 1088-·preseuteclby Movieton(tNews, Inc. 1 unit. 
Aceesstmt ill5. 

Motion-pictm·e film portraying various military uctiYitic•s clnrino· 
tl~e World War-pre:seutecl by th.e School of MedieirlC of the University 
of Colomclo. 8i3 nmts. Aecesswn 318. 

1\Io(\on~pi.e!ure film portraying. scenes ir~ The National Archins,. 
made lll 1DBi-presented by Pammount Ne1Ys. 1 unit. Acees>Jion 
3:..!4. 

JHotion- p idure film portraying see nes in cotmect ion with a con­
f~·rence. at ,t~te -ryt,lite House co\lcc•rni~1g the internaticmal crisis,. 
t3epten:lwr :21, lDo8-pn·sm1ted by JHovtetoue News, Iue. 1 unit.. 
AccesslCll i327. · 
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.Motion-picture film entitled "The Declaration of Inclependence"­
presented by \Varner Bros. Pictmes, Inc. 2 units. Accession 340 . 

.Motion-pictme iilm portraying scenes of the Lincoln Ellsworth 
Antarctic expedition, Hrnntiian and Alaskan scenes, ruins of Indian 
villages, and other subjects-presented by the National Geographic 
Societv. 1:3 units. Accession 347. 

1\Jodon-picture film entitled "People of the Cumberland"-pre­
sented by Frontier Films. 2 units. Accession 355. 

Motion-picture film of Admiral Richard E. Byrd's Antarctic 
,expeditions, 1928-BO and 19:3:3-35, and of his North Pole and trans­
Atlantic :flights of 1926 and 1927-presented by Admiral Byrd. 564 
units. Accession B7B. 

Motion-picture film portraying scenes at Arlington Cemetery, 
November 11, 19:38-presented by Movietone News, Inc. 1 unit. 
Accession 374. 

I 
APPENDIX III 

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES STAFF DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 
1939 

Dono'I'HY AnnAuan, IHvi8ion of Cataloging 
Motion pictures ancl the future historian. Auwrican at•chtui8t, 

2: 106-114 (Apr. 19i39). 

PurLIP C. BnooKs, Diui8ion of Independent Agencie8 Archive8 
Heport of the secretary of the Society of American Archivists. 

American ar·chh•ist, 2: 5:3-58 (Jan. 1939) . 

.SoLox J. DucK, Director of Publication8 
The status of historical bibliography in the United States. Inter­

national Federation for Documentation, 14th conference, Oxford, 
1938, Transactions, 1: ,:I:Ei-'19 (1938). 

Das Nationalarchi v der Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika. 
Arcki,valische Zeit8cl11'£ft, 45: H5-BB (19:JD). 

The services of The National Archives to historical research. 
International Congress for Historical Sc~iences, 8th, Zii.rich, 1D38. 
C'ornmzFnications JJI'C8C'ld(fe8, 1: 72 ( 1D88). Abstract. 

Heview of The historical ncords of North Carolina, vol. 1, by the 
Historical Records Survey. North Carolina kistorical Teview, 
15: 400 (Oct. 19:38). 

H. D. W. CoxNon, Anldvist of the United State8 
The necessity for cooperation between National and State archival 

agencies. Illinois libraries, 20 : Hi-18 (Dee. 1988). 

JESSES. DouGLAs, Dicision of lVar Depal'tlllent "Jr'Clth•e8 
Guide to The Wa8hington historical l[ual'l'edy aml The Paeific 

Northwest quartedy, 1906-1DB8. Pacific N ortkwest qua!'terly, 
29: 339-416 (Oct. 1938). 

Jeremy Pinch and the vVar Department. 01·cgon ldstorical quat'­
tel'ly, 39:429-4:31 (Dec. 1D38). 

Matthews' adventures on the Columbia: A Pacitlc Fm Company 
document. Oregon hi8torical qual'tedy, 40: 105-148 (.June 
19:39). I~dited. 

ReYiew of ()arbinc and 7anre: The story of o7d Fo1't 8i77, hy Cap­
tain vV. S. Nye. Pacific :Yo!'tluccst quarterly, 29: i}':::0-822 
(July 1938). 

l{eview 	of John Plweni:c, E,~q., tlze ucJ'ita!Jle Squi!Jo!J: A life of 
Captain Cleorge J-1. Derby, U. 8. A., by George R Stewart. 
Jmu·nal of the American Military Institute, 3: 50 (spring 1DBD). 

88 
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D,\VID C. DuNIWAY, Division of Classifi'calion 
The California Food Administration and its records in The Na­

tional Archives. Pacifi'c hi8tOI'ical review, 7:228-2:38 (Sept. 
1P38). 

Note on records of the California Food Administration in the Ban­
croft Library. Pacific historicalt·cview, 8: 105 (Mar. 1P3P). 

HoBEHT A. K\sT, Di,vision of Classification 
Business enterprise in the American Revolutionary era. New 

York, 1P38. 387 p. (Columbia University, Studies "in history,. 
economics and public law, no. 44P.) 

PEHCY S FLIPPIN, Chief of the Division of Independent Agencies 
Arcldves 

The an~hives o:f the United States Government: A documentary 
history. Mississippi Yalley historical ?'eview, 2G: G7-70 (J nne 
1939). 

vV. N.EIL FRANKLIN, Division of Yeteralw' Adm.inistration Archives 
Review o:f Dawn of Tennessee Valley and Tennessee histm·y, by 

Samuel C. \Villiams. Americcrn historical review, 43: 887 
(July 1P38). 

Review of Old frontiePs: The stol'y of the Cherokee Indians f1'on1r 
ertrliest times to the date of theh· remoual to the lVest, !858, b)r 
John P. Brown. ,Journal of southern history, 5:107 (Feb. 1939). 

HEHTIIAN R. Fnns, Dh•ision of Maps and Charts 
Pioneer economy of Sakhalin Island. Economic geographJf)· 

15: 55-7£> (Jan. 193P). 
A series of population Clot maps of colonial America. Annals of 

the Association of American Geographers, 2(): 73 (Mar. 1989). 
Abstract. 

BEss GLENN, Division of Cataloging 
Internal improwmeut in South Carolina, 1817-1828. \Vashington,. 

D. C., 1H:JS. xiv, 22, G3il p. Edited in collaboration with David 
Kohn. 

\VAYNg 	 C. Gnon:n, Division of 1Vm· Department Archives 
Rev'mv of And so to war, by Hubert Herring. J mu·nal of the 

American lVIilitary liistory Foundation, 2: 1G5 (fall 1938). 

CHESTEH L. Gunmm, Division of Classification 
The United States Gmi11 Corporation records in The National 

Archives. LlgJ'itultatal history, 12: 3,17-:3fH (Oct. 1H88). 

PHILIP 1\I. HA3mn, Chief of the Diuision of Reference 
The records o:f souther11 history. Journal of southun ldstm·y, 

5: 3-17 (Feb. 1P:39). 
J{p,·i<'IY of ~lwhetc ,Jackson: Portrait of a President, by Marquis 

,James. Jotli'Jw1 of soutlwrn histm·y, 4: IJ25 (Nov. l!X38). . 
ReYiew 	of Datr'n of Tenness:ee Va17ey and Tcw1essce hi.~tory, by 

Sanmd C. \Villiams, and of Life awl limes of Ed1ca!'d ,r.:,'lcCIIISOn: 
One oj' the oriqina7 pionN'/'8 ·1cho 1uith Ccnaa1 /anu·s Ro!Jcdson 
founded Nashl'ille, Tcru1essce, !'liD, hy \Yiliiam H. Jl.fcHaYen. 
J11/ssissippi Valley histor·icaJ "J'euiew, 25: 5G2-5E\,b (Mar. 1H:3H). 
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Rosccm R. HrLL, Chief of the Division of C?a.'>.'!ification 
.Los Arcllin)S l\ncionales en Y\'ashington. Congreso I11ternacional 

de Historia cle America, 2cl, Buenus Aires. u):l7, [Pub!ications.] 
5:1i37-144(1Di38). ' - ' 

Dr. tr~unes Alexander Hobertsou. Jolmwl of Jlisshsippi history 
1: 1i37 (Apr. lH:3P). Note. ' 

Dr. ,James Alexander Robertsou, 18Tl-Hl:HJ. Ilispanie American 
historicalJ•eview, 1P: 127-12\J (.May H>:3H). Editorial. 

[Bibliograpl:ical ~wte on. the. ~inuJtgua-l~omlums boundary dis­
Pl!te.J Hlspsmw Auwrwan lu.st.(meal rel'tew, 18: G5G (Nov. 1H38). 

Re.news of Bo?rvar and. the politiCal thou,qht of the Bpanidt .Amer­
Ican re·volutwn, by V1ctor Andres Belaunde; of The golden cen­
tury of Spain, 1501-16'921, by R. TreYor Davies; and o:f Politic8 
of modern Spain, by Frank E. Manuel. A·nnals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Seience, HJ8: 15G, 205, 207 
(,Tuly Hl;)S). 

Heviews o\ The l'epublies of South Amaica. A report by a study 
group oj' the (loyal Institute (!f International Ajfait·s, by Philip 
Guedalla, ehmrman, and assocmtes, and of Am.tTica's stake i·n in.­
tenwtional inuestments, by Cleona Lewis and Karl T. Schlotter­
beck. Hispa-nic .llmaican hi8lorical reui.eu', 18: il78, HSG (Aug. 
Hl38). 

Reviews of Lege·nds of the Spanish 8outlur'est, by Cleve Hallen­
beck and Juanita H. vVilliams, and of Indians of the Rio Gr·ande 
Valley, by Adolph Bandelier and Edgar Hewett. Pacific his­
torical reuiew, 7:280,380 (Sept., Dec. 1H:38). 

Review 	of A history of A:·.1entina1 by Ricardo LeveHe, Pclitecl by 
\V. S. Hobertson. Poldteal sctence quarterly, D:l: 626 (Dec. 
1938). 

0LIYEH \V. HoLMEs, Cldef of the Diuision of Interior Department 
Archives 

The evaluation and preservation of business archives. American 
m·chiuist, 1: 171-lSf'i (Oct. 1PB8). 

ELBmn Humm, Dicision of lVru Depadment .!lrchh'es 
Commissary General of Purchases. /ourna1 of the American 1\Iili­

tary History Foun(1ation, 2: 28() (winter 1!:1:38). 

DonSEY \V. HYrm, trn., Directm· of Archiual 8eruice 
Principles for the .seleetio:l of material. foy presenation iu public 

arclnves. Amencan Library Assocmtwn, Public documents, 
1H:38, p. 385-341. 

The _integn:tion of "·or~~ wi~h arehi ws and historical manuscripts. 
L~brary ,JOUl'llal, G4: oi39-D41 (,July 1H3P). 

Rene,Ys of Pala'O[Jraphy and archives: a manual for the archivist 
and student, by H. CJ. T. Christopher. Library :founwl, tm: 788 
((_)et. 151 W38); Amuican a!·clduist~ 2: 1~;'5-118. (Apr. 1P:3H). 

Renew of Annual report of the L1hranan of Congress, 1H38. 
Libmry :foumal, G4: 817 (Apr. 15, 19:3H). 

DAI.LAS D. InYINE, Chief of tlte Diuision oflVar Depctrtment Archives 
The French and Prussian staff systems before 1870. Jmtmal of the 

Americ:an Military History Foundation, 2: 1PZ-203 (winter 1D38). 
Review of The kistory of nrilitaris1n, by Alfred Vagts. Journal of 

mode1·n history, 10: 55D (Dec. 1DB8). 



86 87 FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF ARCHIVIST 

W. L . G. J oEno, Oh-ief of tlte Divisi01t of Maps ;met Olt(Jirts 
F ederal surveys nnd maps [in 1938] . Amer2cam yeM book, 1938, P · 

256- 259. 

HERi.\L\N K AHN, Division of TnteJ'i01' Depmrtment ATClt:i1!eS 

Heview of Les A rcJd.ves de l'E'tat en Belgique de .19/JO ct 1936. 
Amet·ican archivist, 2' : 46 (<Tau. 1939) . 

AnTH UH E. K IMREULY , Olt.ief of the Dvvision of Repa'i?' an.cl Preser­
vation . . 

E ssentials in th~:~ repair and preserv~ttion ~f pubLic arcl~~v~l ru1;~ pr~­
vate manuscript material. Amencan L tbrary Assocwt wn, l ubbc 
documents, 1938, p. 420-429. . . . . . 

Repair. a:ncl preservat-ion in '~he NatJonal Arcluves. Arne'rwan 

m·ch1m·1st, 1: lll-U7 (.J uly 1938) . . . . . 


P reservino· paper records .in T he National A1:chn,es. Paper ~n­
clu$tt'Y 'ffmcl paper tvOTld, 20 : 544-547. ( Aug. 1938): . .. 


Repair and preservation of r ecords . m The Natt,onal Arclmes . 

Jowmal of doctl.mtenta:ry reP,rocltw~wn, 2 : 68:-7~ (Ma,r. 1939) . 

The prescn·ation of reco rds. f echm.cnl Assoe1a twn of the P ul p and 
· Paper Industry,Papmw, 22:337- 341 (J une 1939) . 

H AROLD L ARSON, Division of l nte?·ior Depa~·tment A1·cltvv~s . 
Review of Da:r,slc ArlcivNese·n, by A xel Lmvald. Ame-rwan M·ch~­

vist, 2 : 47-49 (Jan. 1939) . 

P AUL L EwiNSON, CMef of the Dvt:ision of Lu,bm· Depctrt,rnent ArcMm~s 
Review of J'h e etiqudte of race ·relation-s in t~w Sot~th : !-1 study ZJ/,. 

social control, by Bertrmn \ V . Doyle. Amencan. lusto·rwalre·metv, 
43 : 955(,Ju1y1938). . . . ~. 

R eviews of The collapi:'e of tl!e. Confedel'acy, by Charles H . ·w esley, 
and of Recollect:ion8 of wa·r and p~ace. JSG/-1868, bJ;_ Anna. P. 
Siviter. iliis8'hsi71Pi Valley Mshmcal 1·evzew, 25 : 428 ; 26 · 97 
(D ec. 1938, .June 1939) . . . . .. . . . . .• 

Heviews of 	Your money and yow· hte, by G1.Lbe1 t Seldes, and ~f 
.d.merican reg~onalism, by H~mard W. OdUI.n and ~~1~r.ry ,E . Mom e. 
Social ed~watwn, 2: 448; 3 : ~20·-222 (Sept. 1938, Mm. 19,39) · 

G ASTON L. I,TT'l'ON, Di·vision of I nterior DeJJatrt11wnt Archives . 
Reviews of A 7J~litical hi.sto1·y of the Oh.e?'okee Nation, hy Morr.ts L. 

Wardell· o:f Qucvnah, tlw eagle of the Ooman.che.s, hy Zoe A. T ilgh­
rrHtn · m'1cl o£ The Apache l ndia:ns, by F rank C. Lockwo?,d· 
(} h1·;niclf'S of Old ahoma, 16: a7s ; 17 : lOQ.-108, 238 (Sept.. 19u8,. 
Mar., Jnne 1939) . 

C,mxJ L . LOKlm, Di1Jision of Ola.ssification . . . . 
London merehitnt interest in the S t. _Don~nuque ~lantat1~n~o! the 

cmigl'eS, 1793-17!)8. Amm·iccrn hlsto·nc:al r e·metv, 43 . ,9,)- 8()'2: 

(July 1938) . . 1 · b " 1 C T I ,
Re.1·ie": of L<~ Pre8ide-nt de Brosses et l'A·u,.sh·act~e, y A..,., an . ay or. 

Ame1'ican Msto7'ical rMriew, ;14 : 614 (Ape. }939) . , 
Review of J1issis8iptJi: A g·ttidl~ to.the 1~1c~gn. olu~StCfte, by th~ Fedent1 

'Vriters' Project. ,Tow·nal of llflssMS?,pp~ ln~tOI'-y, . 1 . 129-131 
(Apr. 1939) . 

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS BY STAF:f' 

N J>Wl\IAN F. McGmn, Division of R eference 
T he little book o:f trndes. Hobbies, .Mny 19:39, p . 100. ., When is a book~ W-il-son b11lletht. for libr·arians, 13 : 597 (Mny

1939) . 

J AMES R. l\foci<, Di'oi8ion of Olass-ification 
T he lost files of the Creel Committee of 1917- 19. Public opinio'n 

quo:rterly, 3: 5- 29 (.Tan. 1939) . vVritten in collaboration with 
Cedric :Larson. 

T he four minute men. (!tt<trterly jon1'1w..l of speeoh, 25: 97- 112 
(F eb. 1939) . Written i11 collaboration vvith Ceclric L ar·son. 

Activities of the Mexico seetion of the Creel Committee, 1917-1918. 
Jou?nalism qutwte1·ly, 16: 13Q.-150 (June 1939). Written in c:ol ­
htboration 1vith Cedric L arson. 

THOM As M. O wEN, .Jn., 0 hief of the Division of Vetercms' Adminis­
tration A roll.it•es 

[A nnual] report of the national historian . A merican L egion, 20th 
arumal national coBvention, 1988, Repm·ts, 83-89; P'roceedinr;s, 
143- 148 (76 Cong., 1 sess., ll. Doc. 40. 1939) . 

[Semi-annual] reports of. national historian. American L egion, 
national execut1ve committee meeting, Digest of -minutes, Nov. 
1938, p. 49 ; May 1930, p. 37. 

H ow depat·tm(•nt commanders and adjutants can aid in promoting 
the L egion's historical program. Arnericn.n Legion, depa.rtment 
commMtders' und adjutants' confe1·ence, Digest of •1ni:nutes, Nov. 
1938, p. 51- 53. 

OLGA P. P A L :\-U:R, Otflce of the Director of Publications 
A bstracts of archiYe publieabons: Eastern Europe. American 

w·ohivist, 1 : 16·7-170 ; 2 : 65- 68, 141-144 (July 1988, Jan., Apr. 
1939). 

The history of European m·chival l:iternture. Amer-ican m ·chi,vist, 
2 : 69-SJ (Apr. 1939). 

JAMES H . R o NALD, Division of the F tKleNtl Registm· 
P ublication of F ederal administrative legislation. Oeorge W ash ­

ington Uni'l.'ersity la:w r·evie'w, 7: 52-92 (Nov. 1938) . 

VEn NoN D. T ATE, CMef of the Division of Photogr·ctpll.ic AJ·cM~1es 
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P eculiaribes o£ microphotographic procedure. I nter na.tion:tl Fed­
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T he present stutus of equiprnent and supplies for microphotogra­
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FREDERICK P. Tmm, Dtvision of lVw· Department APchives 
The knife nncl dub in trench warfare, 191'1,-1918. Jottl'1Ial of the 

American Military History Foundation, 2:139-153 (fall 1938). 

ALliiON H. vVmmrr, Division of Classification 
Sources for Ohio vVorld ·war history in the papers of the Food 
" Administration in The National Archives. 0 kio a.1'ClwJOlogical 

and historical qua_rter·ly_, '11.: 355-36~ (Nov. 19~8). . . 
The Aranda memonal: Gemune or forged? Hzspanw Arnenean 

historical review, 18:445-46'0 (Nov. 1938). 
Hecords of the Food Administration: New field for research. 

Public opinion qnarterly, 3:278-284 (Apr. 1939). 

APPENDIX IV 

REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1939, BY THE ASSOCIATE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY IN 
CHARGE OF THE INVENTORY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES IN THE 
STATES 

The work of the Survey of Federal Archives, which operated from 
January 1936 to June 30, 1937, as Federally Sponsored Project No. 
4 of the \Vorks Progress Administration, was continued during the 
fiscal year 1939, as in the preceding fiscal year, by a group of State 
projects under the sponsorship of The National Archives or local 
institutions and by units of the Historical Records Survey. At the 
end of the year the work was being performed in 16 States by State 
projects, and in 20 States by units of the Historical Hecords Survey. 
In the remaining States the \vork was either completed or had been 
transferred to projects in other States for cornpletion. 

For purposes of administration Philip M. Hamer, Chief of the 
Division of Heference of The National Archives, continued to serve 
\vithout pay as Associate National Director of the Historical Records 
Survey in charge of the undertaking. Coordination and supervision 
of the work in the States was continued by a small stHff in vVashing­
ton, 1nembers of which had been transferred to the Historical Hecords 
Survey in the preceding year upon the termination of the Survey 
of Federal Archives as a Federal project. During the year this staff, 
·with oflices in theNational Archives Building, was reduced by resigna­
tions, transfers, and necessary quota cuts from 10 to 6. Upon the 
resignation of Arthur R. Kooker as chief editor in August 1938, his 
duties were assumed by Elizabeth Edwards, who was later designated 
by the Administrator of the vVorks Progress Administration as as­
sistant archivist with the duties of chief editor and administrative 
assistant for the staff. 

Relatively little surveying remained to be clone during the year 
except in California, Maine, and Virginia1 where important units of 
the Department of the Navy had not prevwusly been covered, and in 
a :few other States "·here records o:f the vVorks Progress Administra­
tion and some small agencies had not been described. Nevertheless, 
during the year the records o:f 905 additional agencies were reported 
upon; these were located in 5,672 rooms in 925 buildings, and consisted 
of 50,476 series amounting to 175,075 linear feet. The total number of 
agencies covered by the Survey to ,June i30, 1939, amounts to 29,703. 
The records of these agencies were located in 58,840 rooms in 2"1,536 
buildings and were reported upon as 839,419 separate series amounting 
in volume to 5,050,273 linear feet. The Post OfHce Department, with 
964,861 linear feet of records, had by far the greatest quantity, and 
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this does not take into account the records of many smaller post 
offices that were. not,st~rvey~d. Tf1e Department of the Treasury 
ranked second vnth 712,o05 lmear feet; the Department of \Var \vas 
third with 581,167 feet; the Department of Agriculture (including the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration) >vas fourth \vith 315,945 
feet; the Federal courts were fifth with 292,091 feet; the Department 
of th.e .NaVJ: was sixth >vith 251,179 feet; and the \V orks Progress 
Admunstratwn, although only 4 years old, \vas seventh with 235,921 
linear feet. 

The major work of both the \:Vashington and the State staffs during 
the year was the preparation of the Im,entonJ of Fedeml Ar'chives in 
the States. This Inventm'y is based on information contained on more 
that 800,000 forms now on file in The National Archives, each of 
which is descriptive of one of the separate series of records surveyed. 
It is .estimated that th~s hwentory, ·when completed, \Vill occupy· ap­
proximately 80,000 mnneographed pages. Of the:se, about 56,000 
pages will he required to describe the records of the executive depart­
ments and the Federal courts; 13,000 pages for those of three emer­
gency relief agencies, the Civil \Vorks Administration, the Federal 
Emergency Relief Administration, and the vVorks Progress Admin­
istration; and 11,000 pages for those of all other independent 
agencies. By the end of the fiscal year the \V ashington office had edited 
:for fi1!-al typing and for mimeographing a little over half of the pages 
of tlns Inventory;. Of the Inventory for the Federal courts and 
the executive departments (exclusive of the Post Office Department), 
about 55 percent had been approved for mimeographing, 20 percent 
more had been edited by the Washington staff for revision and final 
typing in the States, and 25 percent remained to be edited by the 
Washington staff. Of the Inventm~IJ fo~' the emergency relief agencies, 
only 8 percent had been approved for muneograplnng, about 20 percent 
was in intermediate stages, and approximately 72 percent was not yet 
edited. About 20 percent of the Inventory for the other independent 
establishments had been approved for mimeographing, 15 percent was 
in intermediate stages, and 65 percent was not yet edited. Some 194 
volumes of the Inventory, containing about 16,000 pages, had been 
mimeographed and distributed by June 30, 1939. 

Although the various State projects in operation during the year 
placed their main emphasis on completing the survey and r)ublishing 
the bwentory, some of them were able to carry on related activities 
without delaying their major undertakings. Several projects assisted 
various agencies of the Government in putting their records into bet­
ter order or in preparing indexes of particular groups of records. The 
Louisiana project, under the direction of Stanley C. Arthur, was par­
ticularly active in organizing the records of FederaJ relief .agencies in 
that State at the request of Works Progress Admmistratwn author­
ities, and similar work >vas completed during the year by the project in 
Mississippi and was begun by that in New York City. In addition the 
Louisiana project undertook to translate despatches o:f Spanish gov­
ernors of Louisiana and Spanish land grants and other records of an 
old United States land office now housed in the State Capitol at Baton 
Rouge. The Massachusetts project, under the directiOn of J. \:V. 
McElroy, compiled information from ship registers in a number of 
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ports and published such informat~on. in mimeographed form for 
Barnstable and Plymouth customs chstncts and the port of Di()'hton­
Fall River. Similar work on ship registers and enrollmen~ was 
undertal~en by P.r?jects in 1Yfai_ne, ~ew Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, Lomsiana, and Cahforma but had not reached the point 
of publication by the end o:f the year. 

. Toward the encl. of tl~e fiscal year under review, plans were being 
discussed :for dealmg With the field records of the short-lived Civil 
Works Acl~!nistration, which ceased. to exist in the spring of 1934. 
·Custody of Its field r:cords, amountmg to more than 53,000 linear 
feet, was vested first m State emergency relief administrations and 
later, on October 14, 1938, in the vVorks Progress Administration. 
Under the proposed plans local projects sponsored by The National 
A~c~ives .would be organized in each State to operate under the ad­
:tytmistr:atwn of the Historical Records Survey and to utilize the in­
formation already collected by the Survey of Federal Archives for the 
purpose of determining what records of the Civil vVorks Adminis­
tration still exist, segregating those without permanent value or 
historical. interest for di~position, and taking· necessary steps for the 
p~·eservatl?n of the remamder. In formulatmg the.se plans the work 
o.f arrangmg records already done by State proJects was of con­
siderable help. 

PHILIP M. HAMER. 



APPENDIX V 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES COUNCI L 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1939 

T he National Archives Council is an agency o:f the Government. 
created by the National Archives Act, approved J une 19 1934. Its 
functions are to "define t11e classes of material which shah be trans­
ferred to the National Archiw.,s Building and establish regulations 
governino· such transfer"; to "advise the Archivist in respect to regula­
tions go,;'erning: the disposition and use of the archives and re~orcls 
transferred to Ins custody"; and to approve before they are transmitted 
by the .Archivist to Congress all lists or .descriptions "of the pagersr 
documents, and so forth (among the arduves and records of t~1e ~ov­
ernment), whicl~ appe.ar to have no permanent value or lustoncal 
interest and winch, w1th the concnrrence of the Government agency 
concern~d and subject to the approval of Congress, shall be destroyed 
or otherwise effectively disposed of." 

The membetship o-f the Council is composed of the Secretary of each 
executive department or his alternate, the Chairmen of the Senate 
and House Comrnittees on the L ibrary, the Librarian of CongTess, the 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institi1tion, .and the Archivi~t of. the 
U nited States. There were four ch:mges m the membership of the 
Council during the ye:u. '~'wo tesult.ecl from the resignations of the 
Honorable H orner S. Cummmgs as Attorney General, and th~ Honor­
able D an:iel C. Hoper as Secretary of Commerce, and the appomtments 
o£ the Honotable Frank Murphy aud the H onorable Harry I.J. Hopkins, 
respectively, as their successors. Dr. Herbert Putnam .retired as 
Librarian of Congress nncl was succeeded by :Mr. Arclubald Mac­
L eish. The fourth change was occasioned by the death of the Honor­
able Claude A. Swanson, Secretary o:f the Navy, who was succeeded 
on the Council by the Honorable Charles Edison, .Acting Secretary of' 
the Navy. . . ... . 

No meeting of the Council was hel~ ~lunng tl~e Y.e~r, but So hsts 
o:f useless papers submitted by the Arch1v1 ~t to the m\hvtdual members 
o:f the Council were approved by them for tmns1mttal to Congress 
by the Archivist. 

APPENDIX VI 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY O F THE NATIONAL H I STORICAL 
PUBLICATIONS COMMISSION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 
30, 1939 

T he Commission lost two of its original members durin~ the year 
with the retirement of Dr. Hunter Miller, Historical Aclv1ser o.£ the 
Department of State, and Col. Oliver L. Spaulding, Chief of the 
H istorical Section of the .Army War College. Dr. Miller's place on 
the Commission was taken by Dr . Cyril vVynne, Chief of the Divi­
sion of Hesearch and Publication of. the Department. of State, 'vho 
was designated by a departmental order of August 1 as Historical 
Adviser of the D epartment "for the purpose or representation on 
the National Historical P ublications Commission." Col. Spaulding's 
p lace on the Commission was vacated ·with his retirement £rom the 
Army effective J une 30 and will be fil led by his successor as Chief 
of the H istorical Section of the Army War College, Col. Hobert 
Arthur. 

The recommendation of the Commission for the, c.ornpihtt ion, edit­
ing, and publication of doeumentary material relating to the ratifica­
tion of the Constitution and the first ten amendments thereto, which 
was submitted to Conf,r.ress on March 17, 1936, moved a few steps 
closer to consideration in both Houses of Congress. Representative 
Kent E. Keller introduced in the H ouse of Representatives on Feb­
ruary 9 a bill, H . R. 4010, to authorize the Archivist of the United 
States, under the supervision of the Commission, to cause to be col­
lected, edited, and issued as a Government publication, in .not more 
than six volumes, the material considered by the Commission to be 
appropriate :for inclusion in the proposed work. A s imihtr bill was 
introduced in the Senate as S. 1410 on F ebruary 16 by Senator Elbert 
D. Thomas. The bills 'Tere referrecl to the respective Committees 
on the Library. 

I n anticipation of hearings on the project, the secretary of the 
Commission distributed copies o:f H. R. 4010 to a number o:f libraries 
and scholars throughout the country. As endorsements were received 
they, together with enrlier endorserneuts of the proposed publication 
by scholaes and others, were copied and listed by the States of the 
endorsers. lHeltnwhile, nt the suggestion of the clerk o£ the ,Joint 
Committee on Printing, a new bill was drnwn to provide for the 
compilation but not the publication of the proposed work, and this 
bill was introduced in the House as H. R 5024 on March 14 by 
Represt.mtntive Keller. Hearings on this measure were held by the 
House Committee on the Library 011 .fihrch 22, with the Commission 
represented by its chairmnu, tl1e Archivist of the United States, its 
secretnry, an d Dr. St. GeMge L. Sioussnt. 1\:fr. Tlmcl Page, Admin­
istrative Secret ary of The National Archives, was also present. 
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A stenographic record of the hearing together with a list of en­
dorsers or the project and extracts frorrl some of the endorse­
ments was printed under the title, "Compiling of Manuscript 
Containing Contemporary Matter Relative to the Constitution" 
(20 p.) ; and on June 29 the Committee on the Library reported the· 
bill to the House and recommended its passage. Copies of the hear­
ing were distributed just before the end of the year to the members 
of the Commission and to all endorsers of the project, and copies of 
the printed report (76 Cong., 1 sess., H. Rept. 997) were sent to, 
the members of the Commission. The bill was placed on the Union 
Calendar as No. 415 and no further action was had on it during the 
fiscal year. 

Another historical publication was suggested to the Commission 
during the year. On April 17, Representative Lawrence Lewis, of 
Colorado, recommended that certain original maps and papers of Lt. 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, which were confiscated by Spanish au­
thorities in 1807 and were returned to this country a century later, 
be reproduced in facsimile in the original size and issued as a Gov­
ernment publication. Some correspondence concerning this proposal 
was carried on during the year and the matter will be referred to the 
Commission at its next meeting. 

Provision has been made in the budget of The National Archives 
for the fiscal year 1939-40 for the appointment in the Office of the 
Director of Publications of a "research expert" whose duties will 
include the making of general studies and surveys of the historical 
value of material in the archives of the Federal Government from 
the point of view of suitability for publication; the making of 
studies and surveys of the historical publication projects of the 
Federal Government and of others insofar as they may include, 
Federal archival material; and the planning and directing of the 
compilation of bibliographies of documentary historical publications 
and lists of Federal archival material available in printed form. 
It is expected that this appointment will enable the Archivist to 
comply with the request of the Commission "to bring up to date 
the survey of 1908 of the historical publications of the Government'r 
and to assemble information "on methods of distributing historical 
publications and on the future plans for the publication of his~ 
torical documents by the Government departments." 

SowN J. BucK. 
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