
  

  

 

  

Our ancestors were mobile, and families moved, 

sometimes across an ocean but just as often via land 

routes to the western frontier.  Where they went, 

how they got there, and why they moved adds flavor 

and depth to our research and family knowledge. 

This lecture outlines some of the Federal and local 

records that can be used for this research. 

Jean Nudd 

Where’d They Go? 
Finding Ancestral Migration Routes 
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Jean Nudd is an archivist with the National Archives 

and Records Administration, working for Research 

Services where she does on-line catalog work, 

creates on-line databases and helps regional 

facilities with other duties.  Prior to this, Jean 

worked for 3 years at the Boston office and she ran 

the microfilm reading room at the Pittsfield facility 

of the National Archives for 17 years helping 

genealogists.   She started her archival career at the 

Arizona State Archives.  Jean earned her Bachelors 

degree in history from Plymouth State College in 

Plymouth, New Hampshire and her Masters from 

Arizona State University in local history societies. 
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What Information is Useful
 

•	 Where did the family start from? 

•	 Where did the family end up? 

•	 Where was the family in 1880? 

•	 Did they travel alone? 

•	 Did they own land anywhere? 

•	 Were any of them in the military; involved 

in wars? 
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What Records Should We Use to 

Answer These Questions?
 

Family records - letters, diaries, 

genealogies, town and county histories 

Local records - Deeds, probate files, city 

directories, cemetery records 

Federal records – Census, Land File Claims, 

military service and pension files, 

naturalizations 
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Using the Census in Migration 

Studies
 

•	 The 1880-1930 census gives not only 

each person’s place of birth but their 

parents’ places of birth as well
 

•	 The 1870 census asks for number of male 

U.S. citizens in the household; the 1830 

asks if there are any aliens in the 

household 

•	 Even the pre-1850 census can provide 

useful information
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What Types of Land Records are 

available?
 

•	 Deeds are held at the local level 

•	 Federal land records include Homestead 

records and purchases of government 

lands as well as bounty lands given for 

military service 
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What do we want to know?
 

•	 We not only want to know where families 

went, but why did they move 

•	 The migration routes they probably took 

can influence family relationships 

•	 Migration studies can help us see how our 

lines are interrelated 
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Methodology
 

• Using family and local records, find out all you
 
can about where the family started or ended
 

•	 Find the family on the census, that will give you 

other clues you can follow up 

•	 Did the family own land? 

•	 Did the father fight in a war? 

•	 Don’t forget about neighbors, collateral family 
members, etc., can help you find out what, 

where, when, and why 
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Tracing a family in the census 

•	 Even for families that moved relatively 

short distances, from one neighboring 

state to another, the census can help us 

find out when and where 

•	 Take the example of Israel Goodman 
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Tracing a family on the census
 

•	 We see in 1860 that Israel had a child born in 
Ohio in 1846, 1849,1852 and 1854.  He also had 
a child born in Iowa in 1857. 

•	 We can therefore deduce that the family traveled 
to Iowa from Ohio between 1854 and 1857. 

•	 I located a court record involving Israel where he 
sued someone for payment; the suit wasn’t 
settled until early in 1857 so that means the 
family remained in Delaware, OH until at least 
March of 1857 and probably Elizabeth was 
pregnant during the trip to Iowa. 
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Let’s look a Little Closer at 

Israel
 

•	 According to the 1860 Census, he was
 
born in Pennsylvania, not Ohio. 


•	 Let’s check some earlier census to see 
when he may have gone to Ohio. 

•	 Remember that in general people did not 

migrate alone but in groups; often they 

were grouped by something such as 

location, religious, culture, or family 

relationship.
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Look at earlier census
 
•	 Israel did not migrate to Ohio as an adult – 

he arrived with his parents as a child prior 

to 1840. 

•	 The 1840 census shows Jacob Goodman 

and family but he isn’t in the 1830 census 
in Ohio. 

•	 How do we find out where in Pennsylvania 

the family came from? 

•	 Collateral research will do the trick! 

15 of 109 Session 6 



 
 

  

 

Steps to Find where Jacob and 

family came from in PA
 

•	 First we need to check the 1850 census 

for all the surnames of heads of household 

who were born in Pennsylvania. 

•	 Next, check and see how many of those 

families were in Delaware, Ohio in 1840 

•	 Then check Pennsylvania 1830 census 

looking for the names.  This chart shows 

what I found. 
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Alexander 
Allen 
Barley 
Blymer 
Bowman 
Brecht: 
Brez.{y)fogle 
Britton 
Crawford 
Crook 
Cunningham 
Dangler 
Duden 
Eat:on 
Ely 
Falkner 
Front:/Fort 
Gerhard 
Haines 
Hart:er 
Hel{l)er{n) 
Ho:ffi-nan 
Howard 
Jones 
K.ensell 
Lin{d)sey 
l"v.lcCulloch 
l"v.lcEl van 
l"v.liesner 
J\.lliller 
J\.lloses 
Neess 
Palmer 
Poland 
Porter 
Rheam 
Richards 
Ring 
Short 
St:a.rk 
St:earp 
St:immel 
Utter 
Van Home 
Vandeman 
W{e)iser 
Worline 

Sumame Lists 

1840 I>ela-are,. Ohio 

Alexander 
Allen 

Crawford 

Cunningham 

Eat:on 
Ely 
Falkner 

Harter 
Heller 
Hoffinan 
Howard 

Kens ell 
Lin(d)sey 

J\.lliller 
:rvloses 

Poland 

Rhearn 
Richards 

St:ark 

St:immel 
Utter 
Van Horn 

Weiser 
Worline 

1830 Berks Councy, PA. 

Alen (Albany) 
Barley (Reading SW) 

Bowman (Reading SW) 

Breyfogle {l"v.laxat:a.ny) 
Britton {Union.) 

Crook {K.ut:zt:own.) 

Ely {ReadingS. Ward) 
Faulkner (Reading SW) 

Ge(a)rhard(t:) (8 t:owns) 
Haines {l"v.laxat:an.y) 

Heller (Reading S. Ward) 
Ho:ffinan. (17 towns) 

Jones {Reading SW) 
Kinsel (Bet:hel) 

:rvliller {Reading SW) 
:rvloses (Reading SW) 

Porter (Reading NW) 
Rhein (Reading SW) 
Richards {Reading NW) 

St:ark {Cumru) 

St:immel (:rvlaxatany) 

Weiser {l"v.laxatany) 
Worline (Delaware OH) 
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Conclusion, not proof
 

•	 It would appear that the Goodman family 

started out in South Reading, Berks 

County, PA in 1830.
 

•	 However, further research is required to 

prove this assumption.  Family stories tell 

me that John Franklin and Israel were 

born in Berks County. But research on 

Rosanna Sofia Troutman is pointing to her 

birth as Philadelphia. 
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A more complicated migration 

example
 

•	 Gideon Spencer Wells, born Vermont in 

1809, married Eliza Gilbert from 

Forestville, NY in 1834 and ended up in 

Wheatland, Michigan for the 1840 census 

•	 Why did he leave Vermont for Michigan? 

What route did he travel to get there? And 

why Michigan rather than some other mid-

west state? 
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Oile~on SpeDOez- Welle, borJl at Peeobmn, vt., loT. 11, 180t, c11e4 
at Wheatland, M!oh. Jan 22, 1994. Uerr1e4 at roreet•1llet B. Y., 
Jo.n. SG, 1984, to Xlt• .Pnpa Gilbert. She ae bfWJl hDe . 'It 1814, 
41e4 Feb. 20, ·1851, a 11•t1e pee' 36 Je&rl o14, leort~ 4 bOIB• 

Q:l4eon Spenoer wee marriell a eeoon4 time at Ctme"Ya, ~~ Y. to · 
Raobael Roll Jttne 0, lOIS! • She woe born Deoe~ber 18; 1813, anA 
4it4 nt Whtatllln4 .Apr. It 1999. She wes palt ae. O. s. Wella 
ao,tlea in Wheatland lD 1086 or 1837. Re bought 00 aore• of land 
on whiob there •• &bout lt aorea oleare4, enc1 at•erwnraa bailt 
fl fine los houe from llne4 po)»lar or white woo4 g.e••• The bea• 
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4 • ""4\JI-.a" war& bora._._________ 

Rl.isa, his wife, 11Te4 to eee all the forest oleo:red a'imJ, exoepw 
that reeene4 tor wo'dlaD1. Deooon Welll waa 011e ot the fo1lD4ere 
of ~he Oon,reget1oDal · Ohuroh at Ohatohee Cornara, two milee 8W11Je 
an4 tmt11 hie 4eath •• one ?fits 4eaooM, a JU!rio4 ot !1 7ears. 
FrQm thia MioMgan home 4urlJ18 the tall an4 winter about 184.& or 46 
a •1alt wee maae to J-elati.,ea in Bew York en4 Vermont • the trip be­
illS in an er«1narJ farm wasoa drawn b7 a bar M4 white team. The 
wrt•er, with hSa ol4er brother Gilb_.t, "ae left al lllOwleaYille, 
.n, Y. wS. th their materm1· sran4mother a:tl4 AaD' llrina Qilbe:r•, while 
our :»annte ma4e the balance 'f the trip to Vermont and return. 

some reara attw the eeaon4 JJJal'rlaS• of n. s. weue na ·aanea. 11u 
h:le eatate 40 eon• ot i~Yel lan& a43o1Diill hill on the we•t • 

tor WIJ1oh he J!8l4 $00~1.00. After a Ufe of 11\eal s1'Y1D8 a'DI 
oom14era1tle fbanaSal h•lp tc» eaoh of the o14e bOJI• tbt •tate 
waa lef' 11Jlemoum'bel'el to the ,ou:nseet BOD in trut tor hia mother 
4urins hel' Ufe, and then to re~rt to him. 20 of 109 Session 6 



 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

Gideon’s Travels
 

•	 Gideon was born in Peacham, Caledonia County, 
Vermont 

•	 His first wife was from Forestville, Chautauqua County, 
New York, by Lake Erie 

•	 His mother-in-law lived in Knowlesville, Orleans County, 
NY, along with his sister-in-law, Marie Gilbert, near Lake 
Ontario so the 1845/6 trip was to visit his wife’s in-laws 
as well as his family in Vermont 

•	 His second wife was from Geneva, Ontario County, New 
York, on the Seneca Lake Canal 

•	 He died in Wheatland, Hillsdale County, Michigan 
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New Yorl 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Fragment of 1890 map of the U. S. showing 'Wells migrations 

I. 1834 Forestville, New York 4. 1882 VVoodstoc~ Illinois 
2. 1880 'Wheadand, Michigan 5. 1884 VVebster City, Iowa 
3. 1880 Kokomo, Indiana 6. 1893 Shell Rock, Iowa 
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WHY?
 

• To answer the “why” question, we need to 

do some historical research; we can’t just 

depend on family history. 

• Where do we look? 
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Why leave Vermont?
 

•	 Between 1830 and 1840 Vermont lost 

quite a few people 

•	 A large number of small-acreage farmers 

sold out to larger farmers due to the wool 

boom 

•	 Newspapers were regaling the praises of 

“the west” as a place of cheap, fertile land 

and a healthier climate 
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Recurring Names
 

•	 In 1820 Peacham, Vermont there are 112 

surnames including Wells, Shaw, Robbins, 

Johnson, Gregory, Eastman, Bailey, and 

Burbanks
 
•	 In 1840 Wheatland, Michigan there are 118 


surnames including Wells, Shaw, Robins, 

Johnson, Gregory, Eastman, Bailey, and 

Burbanks
 
•	 www.glorecords.blm.gov shows land claims 


under all these names in Genessee/ Hillsdale
 
counties, Michigan
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What routes might he take?
 

•	 Many Vermonters went west on an all-

water route; steamboats to Whitehall on 

Lake Champlain or packet boats to Troy, 

Buffalo, or even Detroit, Cleveland and 

Green Bay
 

•	 Railroads were springing up throughout 

Vermont, New York and points west
 

•	 Post roads network 
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Example of Family’s Travel, New 

York to Michigan
 

• Roswell Henry Wells’ Reminiscences 

“We came to Michigan through Detroit in 1854. From 

that city Uncle Rodney Seymour, who drove one of 
the first stagecoaches between the two cities, took us 
to Kalamazoo by stage.* 

*Stage coaches continued to run for 23 years after the 
railroad reached Kalamazoo in 1846. 

From Heritage Quest On-line – Books Print, 
http://persi.heritagequestonline.hqoweb/library/do/books/results/image/print/!urn+urn:proquest;US;glhbooks; 
Genealogy-glh37358043;23;-1 
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You are here: Learn > The Library > Columnists > Kip's Tips 

• :G;\· Kip's Tips 
IJi< 5/29/2001 - Arc hive • 

• 
• 

American Migration Sources • 
Finding your American ancestors can sometimes be difficult because they may 
have moved so frequently . You might begin your search by asking yourself why 
your ancestors migrated from one locality to another. Some possible reasons for 
migration may have included: opportunity to obtain land, crop failures, military 
bounty land, follow a religious leader, religious persecution, follow relatives or 
friends, economic reasons, change of climate, improve social and poverty 
conditions, political reasons, military transfer, wars, follow construction projects 
(such as canals and railroads), and other reasons. 

Understanding migration trails in the localities where your ancestors resided may 
help to trace their migration to a previous place of residence. Travel in America 
was usually along existing trails and roads, such as the National Road that 
extended from Maryland to Illinois, or along rivers, lakes, and canals, such as 
the Erie Canal, Hudson River, Ohio River, or Mississippi River. Roads and river 
travel improved throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The Boston 
Post Road was used by many people and extended from the New England states 
to New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and into the Southern states. 

One of the most important routes to the west was New York's Erie Canal, the 
main artery opening the west. Opened in 1825, the Erie Canal extended from 
Albany to Buffalo, New York, linking the Hudson River with Lake Erie . It was the 
success of the Erie Canal that set off the canal building era in America. Ohio, 
Indiana, Ill inois, and other states soon had their own canals. The arrival of the 
railroads brought an end to the canal era from about 1860 to 1880. 

Se 
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THE U.S. ATIONAL ARCHlVES & RECORDS ADMJNJSTRATlON 
www.archives. gov Friday, Sept e mber 15, 200 6 

U.S. House of Guide to the Records of the 
Representatives at the National 
(Record Group 233) 

Archives, 1789-1989 

Chapter 16. Records of the Post Office and Civil 
Service Committee and Its Predecessors 

Tab le of Contents 

Records of the Post Office a nd Civil Service Committee and Its Predecessors from Guide ~o 
Federal Records in ~he Na~ional Archives of ~he Uni~ed S~a~es, 1789-1988 

Committee records discussed in this chapter: 

• Post Office and Post Roads (1808-1946) 

• Reform in the Civ il Service (1893-1924) 

• Civi l Service (1924-1946) 

• Census (1901 - 1946) 

• Post Office and Civi l Service (1947-1.994) 

Cornrni~~ee on Pos~ Of'f'ice and Pos~ Roads, 1808-1946 

His~ory and 3urisdic~ion 

16.2 A Select Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads vvas established in 1806 and made a 
standing committee in 1808. The early membership of the committee consisted of one Member 
from each state. 

16.3 The jurisdiction of the committee extended to all proposed legislation relating to the 
carrying of the mails, both foreign and domestic. It included the determination of the location, 
construction, and maintenance of post offices and post roads; the acquisition, lease, or transfe r 
of realty or facilities for postal purposes; and certain aspects of the employment and 
management of postal employees, such as the pay and leave of letter carriers, and the 
settlement of claims brought by employees or contractors . It included the regulation of the Postal 
Service, including postal rates, the franking privilege, and the printing of stamped envelopes. At 
various times the Railway Mail Service, ocean mail service, pneumatic tube service, postal 
savings banks, postal telegraphy, the Air Mail Service, and Rural Free Delivery vvere included In 
its iurisdiction. 
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Records of' the Cornrnittee on the Post Of'f'ice and Post Roads, 10th-79th Congresses 
(1808-1946) 

····--·-----------····---···--·· ---------
Record Type Volurne Congress (dates) 

Minute Books 21 vols. 50th-67th (1887-1923), 78th-79th (1943-46) 

19th-22d (1825-33), 24th (1835-37), 26th-27th (1839-
Docket Books 43 vols. 43), 31st-34th (1849-57), 36th ( 1859-61), 50th-76th 

(1887-1941) -- -
Petitions & 

94ft. 10th-47th ( 1808-83), 49th-62d (1885-1913), 64th-66th 
Memorials (1915-21), 68th - 77th (1923-42) 

Committee 
27ft. 10th-79th (1808-1946) 

_.£_>~ p e _rs __________ 
·--·-·-·· 

Bill Files 23ft. 58th-61st (1903-11), 65th-79th (1917-46) 
--------------------······--··· ···------··-· ---·- -
TOTAL: 

144 f't. and 64 
vols. (S f't.) 

Cornrnittee Records Surnrnary Table 

---

--

16.6 The records of this committee provide a thorough coverage of the various activities that 
occupied its members during its 138-year existence. The rninute books and docket books 
taken together cover much of the life of the committee. They record the petitions, memorials, 
bills, resolutions, and other documents that vvere referred to the committee and their disposition 
vvithin the committee. 

16.7 The bulk of the documents from the early years of the committee are petitions and 
rnernorials. Several topics dominate the files during each of the historical periods of the 

committee. The records from almost every Congress during the years before the Civil War, for 
example, contain requests for nevv or expanded post offices, post roads, or postal routes. 
Opposition to Sunday mail operations vvas the subject of a continuous stream of petitions and 

memorials during the early period. A variety of other issues, many of vvhich involved the salaries 
of postmasters and other employees of the Post Office vvere considered by the committee during 
each Congress. 

16.8 Claims petitions, usually submitted by Post Office employees or persons vvho contracted to 
carry the mails, appear in the records of every Congress before the Civil War. The claims often 
asked for reimbursement for unexpected expenses involved in the fulfillment of a contract, or for 
the performance of extraordinary duties. The situation described in the mid-century committee 
report belovv is typical of the claims before this committee: 

From the length and difficulties of this contract route, the hostile feelings of the Indians, 

through part of vvhose country it passes, and the exposure to robberies, the contractor 
must alvvays send vvith the mail a strong escort of vvell armed men, employed at high 
vvages. There is no prospect that this expense can be discontinued during the existence of 
the present contract, unless a military escort be allovved the mail, and such an escort vvill 
cost the government more than the entire sum proposed to be allovved to the contractor. 
(34A-D15.1, Claims, H.Rpt. 170 to accompany bill H.R. 385) 
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Why Michigan?
 

•	 Cheap land! First Federal land sales act 

passed April 24, 1820 (3 Stat. 566) 

•	 WWW.GLORECORDS.BLM.GOV has 

searchable database of land grants
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Definitions
 
•	 Public Land States: States formed from the public domain 

•	 Land Entry Papers:  Records of transactions whereby the US 
Government transferred land to individuals, by sale or grant 

•	 Patent:  Document that guarantees title to such land 

•	 Right of Preemption:  Some early settlers in the public domain 
exercised the right of preemption by which they occupied and made 
improvements on public land without permission and were allowed 
to purchase such land when the surrounding land was put up for 
public sale 

•	 Private Land Claims:  Claims based on grants, purchases or 
settlements of land that took place before the U.S. acquired 
sovereignty over the land, or those under special circumstances. 
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Public Land States
 

• Alabama    Alaska Arizona    Arkansas
 
• California   Colorado  Florida    Idaho 

• Illinois Indiana Iowa Kansas 

• Louisiana    Michigan  Minnesota Ohio 

• Mississippi  Missouri   Montana  Nevada
 
• Nebraska  New Mexico   North Dakota
 
• Oklahoma  Oregon   Utah   Wyoming
 
• South Dakota Washington   Wisconsin
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Homesteads and land claims
 

• Federal Land Acts:
 
- Credit Entry Files, 1800-1820
 

Apply to Public Land States only!!!!!
 

- Cash Sale Act of 1820
 
- Preemption Act of 1841
 
- Homestead Act of 1862
 
- Timber Culture Act of 1873
 
- Desert Land Act of 1877
 

39 of 109 Session 6 



  

 

 

 

Land Claim Files
 

•	 Credit Entry Files:  Nearly all the land sold by the US 
Government between 1800 and 6/1820, was sold on  
credit at no less than $2/acre.  Shows name and 
residence of entryman at time of purchase, date of 
purchase, number of acres, land description, summary of 
credit payments, and volume and page number of entry 

•	 Cash Sale Act of 1820:  Usually contains name of buyer; 
legal description of the land and date of sale; payment 
receipt maybe included 

•	 Preemption Act of 1841:  Name, legal description, date 
of sale, witnesses attesting to the fact that entryman has 
established legal residence on the land 
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Land claim files, cont.
 

•	 Homestead Act of 1862:  If patented, should 

include some biographical information on 

entryman; documents include application for 

homestead, notice of intent to make proof, 

affidavit by homesteader re marital status and 

children, affidavits of entryman and witnesses 

testifying to compliance with the conditions of 

the Homestead Act and use to which the land 

has been put, receipts for fees paid, copy of final 

certificate; proof of citizenship if born outside US 
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Land file claims, cont.
 

•	 Timber Culture Act of 1873:  Information 

limited to name, date of entry, date of final 

certificate and legal description of the land 

•	 Desert Land Act of 1877:  Again, 

information limited to name, date of entry, 

date final certificate issued, and legal 

description as well as proof of irrigation 
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Visitors Cent:er 1 FAQ 

The Official Federal Land Records Site 
Welcome to the Bureau of Land Mana__gement (BLM), General Land Office (GLO) Records Automatic 
site. We provide live access to Federal land conveyance records for the Public Land States. We also 
image access to more than two million Federal land title records for Eastern Public Land States, iss 
bet:ween 1820 and 1908. Images of Serial patents (land titles issued between 1908 and the mid· 
have been added to this web site. Images related to survey plats, dating back to 1810, are added t 
state-by-state as each state's documents are completed. Due to organization of documents in the < 
collection, this site does not currently contain every Federal title record issued for the Public Land ~ 

Federal Land Patents 

This site offers researchers a source of information on the initial transfer of 
land titles from the Federal government to individuals. In addition to 
verifying title transfer, this information will allow the researcher to associate 
an individual (Patentee, Assignee, Warrantee, Widow, or Heir) with a specific 
location (Legal Land Description) and time (Issue Date). For the beginner 
genealogist, additional resources can be found by clicking here. 

Obtain Certified Copies of Land Patents 

With our on-line shopping cart:, users may request certified copies of land 
patents electronically or through the mail. To search for land patents, click 
on Search Land Pat:ent:s on the menu near the top of the page. A series of 
pages will guide you through viewing and ordering land patents. 

New! Survey plats 

Survey plats are a recent addition to this site. Survey plats were the official 
survey documentation used when land title was transferred (via a Land 
Patent) from the Federal government to individuals. The drawings were 
created to represent survey lines, boundaries, descriptions, parcels and 
subdivisions. They are critical historic documents that can be used to help 
researchers locate the land referenced in a land patent's legal land 
description (i.e. Meridian, Township, Range, and Section/Block). 

Land patent 

Survey plat 
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Land Patent Search -BLM GLO Records Page 1 of 1 

Bureau of Land Management -General Land Office Records View Cart I 

Surveys I Visitors Center I FAQ 

Land Patent Search 
Home > Land Patent Search 

( Basic ~ Standard X Accession/Serial # 1 

Select a state. 

Enter the name of the 
patentee or warrantee. 

Click Search. 

State: (required) 

MICHIGAN 

Last Name: (required) 

wells 

First Name: 
gideon 

Search Search Tips 

Quick Help 

This site does not cover the thirteen 
colonies, their territories, and a few 
other states. We do have resource linJ 
though, for most states. 

• What's a lqo_Q_patent? 

• Our Glossary QQ.ge has details c 
what the search fields mean. 

• When will land patents be avail, 
for your state? Check here. 
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Results List -BLM GLO Records Page 1 of 1 

Bureau of Land Management · General Land Office Records View Cart I 

Land Patents I rch Surveys I Visitors Center I FAQ 

Results List Quick Help j Pri1 

Home > Land Patent Search > Results List 

Click on a Patentee Name to view the full land patent information. 

View Issue Doc. Accession I 
Image Patentee Name State County Date Land Office Nr. Serial Nr. 

~ WELLS IDEON_s Ml Branch 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 22340 Ml1540 .122 

~ WELLS GIDEON S Ml Lapeer 9/5/1838 Genesee 372 Ml1670 .364 
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Land Patent Details- BLM GLO Records Page 1 of 1 

Bureau of Land Management - General Land Office Records View Cart I 
rch Land Patents earch Surveys I Visitors Center I FAQ 

Land Patent Details Quick Help Bookmark ifj Pri1 

Home > Land Patent Search > Results List > Land Patent Details 

Accession/Serial#: Ml1540_.122 BLM Serial#: Ml NO S/N ?" previous 

( Patent Description ~ Legal Land Description X Document Image 1 Certified Copy ~ 

Names 

Patentee: 

Title Transfer 

Issue Date: 
Land Office: 
Cancelled: 

GIDEON SWELLS 

5/1/1839 
Kalamazoo 
No 

U.S. Reservations: No 
Mineral Reservations: No 

Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 
566) 

Survey 

State: 
Acres: 

Metes/Sounds: 

MICHIGAN 
80 
No 

Document Numbers 

Document Nr.: 22340 
Accession/Serial Nr.: Ml1540_.122 

BLM Serial Nr.: Ml NO S/N 
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Land Patent Details -BLM GLO Records Page 1 of 1 

Bureau of Land Management -General Land Office Records View Cart I 

rch Land Patents I 

Land Patent Details f Quick Help Bookmark {j Pri1 

Home > Land Patent Search > Results List > Land Patent Details 

Accession/Serial#: Ml1670_.364 BLM Serial#: Ml NO SIN previous 

/J Patent Description r Legal Land Description ~ Document Image ~ Certified Copy ~ 

Aliquot Sec./ Fract. Survc 
Parts Block Township Range Section Meridian State Counties Nr. 

W%SE 51 6-N 11-E No Michigan-Toledo Ml Lapeer 
Strip 

SESE 51 6-N 11-E No Michigan-Toledo Ml Lapeer 
Strip 

Note: Legal land descriptions can be used to help find the precise location of the land. For more information, please see our 
description of the Rectangular Survey System. 47 of 109 Session 6 



 

~- -

. 'l'BB UNrriiD I'I'&'I'BS ·OJ' [r 
CERTIFICATE~ . 

: I'i .. Jt JtJ 1" To· all to whom tbese Presents sbaD OQme, Greeting: 

wmm:m.uef~Q/~~-~~~7~ 
.... 

Jw./ dqJolited in the 6-BJt'B&/U LIND OPPIC'B oftht United Statu, a Certificate ofthl REGISTER OF THE LAND 

OFF~C"E at/ r~ IDhtrllhy it appears t/wl foil payment lull been malk by the said 

~~ dfQZ 
according to the prooiaWnl of 
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~~ to t_he ojficial plat 81JR"VEYOK 

•• El'VER.&L, which said tract 

of the II'Urvey .of tlu said Land8, · returmd to the Gt!neral Land Office ~ the 

,,,. _purchaud by,,.. _ r~ .d ~ 
KO'W KNO'W VB, That the 

UDit.ed 8ta.t.es of Alnerica, in eonaideration of the Premisu, and in conformity with the several acts of' Congru•, in 

•uc?t.caae rna.1k and provided, H.!lr.E GIVEN .!lND GR.!lNTED, and 1ry tlullepruents DO GIVE .!lND GR.Il.NT, unto 

lhe,;,id~--/~ ' 
and to~ heirs, the said tract above_ducribed: ilrD JZlJJ..'~UI JJ.~ll) ilrD ll:l(J)/M[J) the same, together with aU the right•, 

prifJikgu, immunities, and appurtena_nus qf' whataoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the said ~ ~ 
~ t:?· . 

and I~ heirs and asBignJJ forever. 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have camed thue Letters to be made P.ll.TENT, and the 

SE.!lL .. of the GENER.!lL L.ll.ND OFFICE to be hereunto affixed. 

-.~ 
,~~ 

day of~ 
' 

r&..z.-:v-~;,u ~and qf' the in IM Year of our Lord one thouaand eight hundred ~nd 

IND.BP.B.lYDBJrCB op· THE r:T.NITBD ST.tiTBS the Sixty 

BY TBII PB.BSIDII:NTa o/L~~-4~ 
By ~~~&'y. 

R ECOilDIIIl of 1/u. G eneral Land 0~ 

' ------~ 
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Land Patent Details - BLM GLO Records Page 1 of 1 

Bureau of Land Management - General Land Office Records View Cart I 

rch Land Patents rch Surveys I Visitors Center I FAQ 

Land Patent Details Quick Help Bookmark lj Pri1 

Home > Land Patent Search > Results List > Land Patent Details 

Accession/Serial#: Ml1670_.364 BLM Serial#: Ml NO S/N previous 

( Patent Description '( Legal Land Description ~ Document Image ~ Certified Copy ~ 

Names 

Patentee: 

Title Transfer 

Issue Date: 
Land Office: 
Cancelled: 

GIDEON SWELLS 

9/5/1838 
Genesee 
No 

U.S. Reservations: No 
Mineral Reservations: No 

Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 
566) 

Survey 

State: MICHIGAN 
Acres: 120 

Metes/Bounds: No 

Document Numbers 

Document Nr.: 372 
Accession/Serial Nr.: Ml1670_.364 

BLM Serial Nr.: Ml NO S/N 
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~~~.~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~- -~~---··-

CERTJFIVA.'Gl? .'!'as umTBD s-r.a-rss or .4DIBBICA. c/ 
No. J/:f' 5 

ha/ depo1ited in the 6.6NB!l~ ~ f)~:E'L(X14 oftlte United Statu, a Certificate of the REGISTER OF THE LAND 

OFFI.fE at 7 ~ wh<reby il appears that j1,<ll payment ltas been made by tM said 

jf~;u--c:' a/ lrd/./ . . 
· according to the provisions of 
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aecording to the oJ!icial plat of the II'Uf'Vey of the said Lands, returned to the General Land Office by the S1JHVEYOH 

df · ~~ // / . 
GEI'WEHA..L, which_ said tracl ha• been purchased by the said / c.~ 0 · ~ 

NO"W KNO'W YB, That the 

Vnit.ed St.a.t.es of" America., in consideration of lite Premise~~, and .a conformity with the several acta of Cong ress, in 

8uch case made and provided, H.!l.PE GIVEN .!l.ND GR.!l.NTED, and by the~~epreaents DO GIVE .!l.N D GR.!l.NT, unto 
. c:P · / ./Jtr- // " · 

theaaid /.::-~-..- (1_.. ft~ 

• 
and to £..; heirs, the said tract above deacribed: ~(I) JI?<LJ..~UJ rLJ.~[l) Ut® lJ{l<J.)[hlJ) the same, together with all the rights, 

~~muniUu, and appurten.,... of whatsoeoer nature, thereunto beldngmg, unto tlu. said J}'?-~ ~ 

• and to~ heirs and assigns forever. 

~ - ~, ~-v ~--/r 3fu EestiUJOUM ~ib~~~•{• -*~ 7 L .-~ --- ~ // ) 
. • /-·~( ~-1' ./-A..._ ~./~ ? 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNI:rED STATES OF AMERICA, have caus~ these Letters to be made P.!l.TENT, and the 

• SE.!l.L of the GENER.!l.L L.!l.ND OFFICE to be hereunto affixed. 

<Ba~lB.IP wWr my hanil, at tlu. OI'l'Y Oll' WAB:EINO'l'ON, the 
7 
~ - day~<--' 

_!I 
Ill 

• 

... tM Year of ..... Lord one thousand eight hund /Z;~r 7/ and w the 

LN'D.BP.BN.D.BNC.B OPT~ 17~77'~-S':rdT.ES ·e~~ ~d _ .. 
. ( #' / ~/";J-. ·>r.7V 

B~-T~~ J>"l\ES~DB~• . __ , rzt:v;/r r ~ ({~ov , 
') f __ . By / ~ /' 2?./l" ', . ¢/:r--r_.,.;__,/_·k Sec y. 

. ~~ / I '--Y • y ~ (.5: ~/ ~-- ,eJ . - _. ~ tls:con~ ~~ '"' Gc11~ral L~ntl 0.1!}/ 

·.:~ ;.::zd_)$"1!~---.. . ,_, 1... / ,. 

52 of 109 Session 6 



 53 of 109 Session 6 



 

"*e .ts :i# 
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_,1 A:-1'1'!? 
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~.n -<-?<~? 
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-7 ~~ c:: o ,..~..., .... .......... --J ·--- ~.!:-C: I o;::.o 
t:.cQI o ca CD';l ~ 0 "' I . • • ; ;IV' 

~ ~ ~ ~: :~ in this family. !a ,~ 0~ I years

1

of age. ~ .~ or Country. .5 ~ r: 0 ~·-. ~ - ._., w r . _ , --r-• ... ~-~ 
'-=-.-.! 1!....:.__2 -:,----3----~,-4-1~1---;-l--1:---7~--:,--8----l--::---" - _-9 - _-_ il..,--l.' _ ___; .. .. :__./ +·;;.i4 .. 

~,~£~1~J_,~I~~1~~·_,_&%~/~,~~n&~-~'.0~-~~~~2~u~t~~~)~-----:l~u~r.u~~l. ___ :i .. __ ~o~~~~~~~~bv~~v-:-~12~~~~~~· -------~- ---' ~ 1 ;~~ 
3 ~u. f! di-u{t.~~--· -ld£1LJ""' i,---:-----1--:----.........!.'1~1~--:--· -~-t-1-
4 a;;£u~" a-/~ 7 ~~-~-~:-__ ' _____ ... , _·_ . _I,J.$u~t·~=· '..>o<.....::>··_· _ · ·_·· ~-----~--;-·· .. 

d-Ltc-4# /~A L~I-J]----:.......--,---___ ,_,,.....::......' -l"-l$l~?i~~· --~' .. ~· -~ __ .. _:-'-:--· ~~:.~·:;~~-t-=1'-,.] 
£Au// ./d.A/OJ j ~~ ' ·· $tli;(f ·;·_· 5~~ ~~ 8 I 

• 

"' ·-· -·-· ---

! 
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/1 / - r- 't ·--~---,-----..,...._, __ 

4at.-t.·w ~-:-:Jd/k~~)Lf ~~/_1_A_1.~'2 .... ~~AA~~-- ---~_..;~~ ..... ..a.:...~....;:;_IT.b.~1H---l""cf?~lh....l<-J~t-~--'-:r..:.:..~_.;.;..'(U~/Y2-'-~1....,;;v.-=-lt.--..:;;.:J~~CL:..._1 __ I' / 0 .., 

I...!../_'Y-e\__'e=-4rf-I'-~.....,IAC-~7-r· ~1--/-- 2/l- V l--·----1---l---l----l-_..;.;_(/J;~~.u:...:tv~:;_,~,c..::~;...;;.~~~~---J. 
~---?/c...r-Jh,~'L~fl..I.L~"""-', t."'--::-.. ..-IL'----- ,j ~~/--1 __ .....__ __ _,1 __ 

1 
___ 

1 
___ -1-----:-_.;...~~7--u;;....;;.·~&?~,/t__-1---+ 

,td,.,, 1/ / rt~V l • -' a{.(} · 

. . 
tXt; 

0 

! .. .-.... -, 

. ad_ ._.!, i ·· ~ 
-, 

'4: ,t 

ao ', (·• 
.· _:_ _:__ 

-~ . ... ~ ·-
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J ~ 

Contai11ing c;O ('5+- ) acres, 

at tl1e rate of$1,25 per acre-$/~~ 
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•12.~ 1J J1.&.NID @lrJl@JE~ 1)f(Jl@ISIJI®liD:~ 
}(_((flliiUlZOO, ~ 2 1 18!)7'. ~ 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED, 3'!at1 tit ;uaJttmzct ( £azv, ~ d~ t~-w c/. (Jtc.t.e,/ 

J:{ r.vw. eo ?ffotlnty1 Jiiate oj ,__(_{< ~4v1 "- on tie, dayju~<dadd o/tle ~~tdl<> 
{tlit".i ~Ji/~1 (/;!tot ot ( lh t//- {~../!f 1/l! /ff7n/lf:/J.y-,_,l/ /.. .~f..< /~~/.1" 
oj.Y:clio11 :Jbo. ;..,_'l';..., ,;, .?,;,.,,,(9i ?bo. /~<'1'-«- ,/<( .%.nr flllo. /d~:;, we&l1 
«>nlatiuizt cfJI.f. 1~ ~ "' octu1 ol 1£. tal< oj' 
( f't<t• .&;a, ami-/r=,t ~~~ "'"'" ju•· acu1 trnzamt'i'l to /Jtu J '"fl:·d< ~tV 

a'of~zd and cmi.J1 /o2:- u;/t;.tf t!.e Jaer/ ? ~t~ ~~~ r/. r ( 
(' . ()7 e t:..f ..f Ia ~made jtaymenl tit j«fl (U u;(tiua' tf fau,, 

'NO\\r THE\\EFOl\'E BE IT KNO\\·'N, !:!fat,. 011- fwe;llatio;t- o/'t/e'rJ ttfett{e~ 

cate _to ttt, Com~uissioucr of tile Gc1ural Laud 0.0ice, tie daec! 

{lL ~ ~ W d (Jr-,~/t_~ 
t~lallle mttilctl lo tdatite a tJ!aknl (o~ 1/c lot alove tler~ou.'ted 

~ 

~=----:.1: ______ _________,&/h.-~~ b k-~ ~~ 60 of 109 Session 6 



 

THE tJ.NiTED STA.TES OF AJIEBICA.. 
To •'4 fo wluma fhse Presents s1ulll "o""', Greellag: 

I "' (. ( I "· ~ /' I I I / - -:; . / . 
WHEREAS j ', 1· ( ~" 11.-- ,_/.! 11 c t f , , / _ / ·11 11 '/. ' ·• l ;e:,- , ry, ~ /1 f t; /' t , , · lt~·---'--------------
ha 1./ drpotiltil in-1M GENER.H. L.I1NlJ OFFICE of flit [nil~ Stair~, a Ctrtijicate.of the REGrSTER OF THE L6o OFFICE 4l 1 /(' • { ~7 //l. , ')! ,. /'. ______ _ 
trhtrtby i l appear1 thai full paymtnl h01 bttn made by 1/u Hid f ( t II' 1""/1 ,/. /1 t / { ./ . 

acrording to the provi.tion~ of the /lei of OQngrua of the 2~h ~ /Jpril, ~. 8!201 tnlitltd "lln acl makin~ furlh~ prouuion for the 10~~ tM Pulll~ Lanrh;' for LA<:.. ~~ ' / :(,. : / ·~ 
;/c. ( dl/0tf 'h::./-''-''~L<t y-tf:<.f',->t. /uva,q ~·c1 <L'- 'f""'L:nt;/t/.~V· '/'G'•L •/ .,/'%7 ;/ ,}f../'~&-'> 

rll< .1 f lV l ;{l (/ 17
.1 ;; u t / .. 1./., .1 { d 7

o.l , '.1.Lij ~-'' L~ ..c-r /£ I . /( 0, .LZL, ~ ~,, ~ :~·· .<. I......,· =---
t"' n "'J ·; /.7 ./a · · 

accortling to the official pljlt Of the aurvey of the laid Lancll, rclurmd to 1/u Grneral L011tl O.fft~ by the 8URVBY01l QUE BU., which 1aid tract lw been purchcued by 1/u told 
. [/ ~ c r f / ?(.. . ; /, · t /./ OW KNOW YE, TlwJ th• 

p,-,•JTBD ST.IT.E8 OP .tl.JIBRICd, in con.tidtration of /Ill Premi1u
1 

and in confomlily teilll the ~ert:ral acl1 of Congrut, in tuth ClUe mack and prouidtd, HA. VE GIVES A..'iD GRANTED, 

(lfld by lht(t prutnll DO GIVE .AND GR~T, unto tAt ltlid t; L: (,_ • </L tJ 1 / ' · ?;:./ ______________________ _ 
and to j /;; heir8, the 1ai~ lrael abooe ducribtd: TO HAVE AND TO IIOLD I'M 8a~m, logclher with an the right•, priuilegu, immuniliu, and appurlcnaneu of what.,oevu nature, thereunto 

IHi<msiog, ""'' tho ,.;o J I ; {,· ,f'/l.. { J //, ' / t ;,; md to j,;_, ""'' mod ,..;p ''""'• 

IN TESTilliONY WHEREOF, I, , /Ia ; '/; /: / /·/if !J/o·, //_ . 
lPIDm"lir.>Ulit~ <&ll ~tum 'lrU'll~liD) ;J~A~Ul~ (Ol)l A\llLI~!I<IJli hace ca111ttl tllae ldttrt to be made P/JTENT, and the SEJJL of t!u GENER.~L 
L/JND 0"'FlCR tr be htrttmlo ajJixed. 

. / ' 

Recorded, Vol.}; J; 
( !~--

/ / -t 
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LAND OFFICE, SAGAN A DISTRICT, 

has made pay·ment in full, as l'cqnired by law. 

~ow therefore be it Known. That on prc:-ocntation of this Certificate to the Commi'-sioner of the 
Land Office. the said / / . ,p? ../,; , ,e.# 

/ £ L l".c ~z ~ <.._~ • be/~·'/ 

shall be entitled to receive a Patent for the Lot abo,·e de crihed. 

(_e ' !'/t 'c·lfa r /' o/ra/'i'f< 
RegUtr. 
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r=· ll..._. ~.L!:!..z; . I f, Receiver's Office at~ h_, 
l!cc.:n·w ti·om l ~,;' //1, ~I? 4 ~ 
~~ County ~ ~&__ the sum of 

en~ ,J[,t ~/ .?(_ dollars nnd - cents·, ucing in full for the 
~ ~-

J u~;( / a; ~ ~-z-- ~c m~~ 

<puu·ter of Section K o. / ,J' in Tmrnsllip 

o. /--fl :J of Range No . ./ 0- containin!! 
"" 

. .., 

acres and lmndrPdth ·, ni $ / ./-per acre. 
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·--N~~·:;;·~·<;;·· ·--·;,A i'\ ;;·· ~ FllJGE at Jc> f., 1 c J{o 01~ 1 o}, 1~ vJu "- 17 
I I' ·~ JII~Jti•:IJl' CI:R'I'II•'II:D, 'l'haf, in r•m''iU:UH'(• of IJ~.w.Q://JJIIW J t A~ flu... 

1 I 

{ 'ormty, State of tJ tw-o....- on thi~ day purcha.~cd of the Re!Jislt•r 
" 

f!l thi~ (YJic(', the /Jot or ~J rn,Jrt h.ult--f 1J C1t1 th. 'frwJ..- q · u . t -;;::... 

L-- of SPdion AI.>. I J in 1'oum ·hip No. 

- -

Jlt~u {~ tw:C Jlrwtt" of /lange No. IJ' r ~ ~ iuMJ ( u.u 1----- cmtluiniuy 
• & /q }\ t.~ 

ceuls per llt're, m1wuntin!J to (C I '~....e..- t -t d 'h cl-

a.ae!o\, at tll.e rate of 

(C 1.1).1 dallar mul 

dol/a rs and ant.~, for which tfw said \))a Vt..e~ ,,.Ale, fff#, fV; 
lw J nuule payment in full as requiretl by Ia to . 

.. l'tnr. ll•r•·rrm·e l1c il f,·,wwu, 1'/wt on pre~entatio1t of tlli~ certfficlzte lo the 

"'""'-__..~,f. l•JI t).PJ.'ICF.. Tht• lutftlWau·ti'? ,jtl) ,fJp.t lf/' 
shall he entillecl to receive tt Patent for tile lot aboue describefl. 
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Migration information in Military
 
Pension Files
 

•	 Pension files usually have information on 

where a man enlisted and where he was 

discharged and/or received his pension 

•	 This information can help us establish 

migration routes for ancestors 
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The Case of Andrew Park
 

•	 Andrew Park was born in 1824, in what 

was then Blackswell, Monongalia, Virginia 

•	 He enlisted in the Army at Lafayette, 

Indiana in 1847
 

•	 He was discharged at Jefferson Barracks, 

Missouri in 1849
 

•	 He died in Indianola, Iowa in 1894
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··.·~.-': .:- ·:·~ ~ .· IViic·rq~~~~ ~~~~ 
. ~ . . . ·. . . . 

REGISTERS 0~ ENLISTMENTS IN --THE 

/ . 

.- ··-:.--...;.. . ~ . 

UNITED STATES AR~ 

1798-1914 

Roll 22 
. -..... 

VolUJnes 45-48 

!~Y 1-~~~ _:-: October 1850 
. . - - - ~ . -

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES . 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES. AND.'RECOJil.DS SERV1CE . 

. GENERAL SERVICES ADMINXSTRATION . ·. · 
. ".. . .. . . : ·. . . . . . . ·_ .. . 

. ~aah1ngt~: 1956 

-. 

·. 
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3-258 
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LJ.a1m 01 a ~urv 1vor ol the _vl exlcan W a•- tor 1-'e n .t:; ton. 

?;-af. _____ _d'"~--'----- -----~---·---- !J9. 

(FulJ n~'IDe o f CJa.uo.aAt.) 

, County of. -., ~~/2£.-~ 

:r4~-------
ln the. 

ftncl he further \lecl~~=- ·thaal be II! • 76 of 109 Session 6 
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'!~.ha~t~be!!!_~h;_n.~ns.o':!be~c;:u~.~in~·~w~e:2Dil2!!ll~ca:!;ryz_o:r~na!Vlil~~se~·:;rv:;:cc~o~f~<~be:,;1J~ii~li..a~~· s~ta!~to~;~tlt~u!!"":;hl!!!;•:.;•~•~ld~d~loe~~~·~rg~•~~~::O-~ 

~····~ eomp&Q;&ild~r.nr:u 111 tbe li"~·~;rOiibt-~~ru;;. ~- 6. ~-· ---.......... ______ . ____ ·-

1'h•lbl• Di•Cb~Ug<Certlilca .. ~· • . ; ._ Jli:L4~~~ -~~ 
(IIer-. .~~ Wbt ~ ;:;;~~0 0 • Gla.lui.:UI~ .. $ Certlfh;"-1.!",1 

Thathe=•moniodaL a.&l)n ,tf.,.....,.,ujt(;.~,~ntbe L.-oL~./-k:!J'./-
to ~ &A.dh;:.H4---·----Wb.o"T4.. ?~ -~-!~~- .. :a.ud t.be luwful wUc or appli<'..ant~ / . ~~ 

'l'bat h~ mt~o"k4.-& thfs i'teCl&ntion tor lbe t.l•trpo:se df tbetog Pta~ed o u l.hc pension J'Ollt of the United St.llle:s. under the 
• p.ro;tisiorut ()( a:oy ..act of Con6rc~. ·ptbTSdh•g_ pen!iOJ,l Jc•l ~n-Th'tnt -,oldi-e~ (u,ilart. (lr ,.u.rinc3 wbo serves:! in the war 
of iMG:. lSi?, nuO 1848, with lff~'Xi('.O: •od IJercby con)titowe &ltd appoiutrJ, witb ta.11 p<)\nr of snl:le'Jtitulluu und rnocatlon. 

'.._,_,-~~ ··-·-- ...• r~~-~t&:A- .... ~ . . -

. . ..., 

' 
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MEXICAN WAR PENSIONS.- ACT of Jan. 29, 1887. 

oompany uf C:1ptain ........ . m th~ regiment OOillm!lode<l by 
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4
, ~:il<..'u, or ou c coas nr ront•er, or en roult: t1aent.to, in the w&r witi.J that Natiou ; t.ba~ J 8\\'ca~ ro f.ttCti¢ fct1ct.;; 

froU: kuo;•·ledge obtained as lollo£: ~ /M..~-d...:L~A. ~-{~u-~ . &iL-£~<-r-a/~/.G.... " 
1:!-/U:£--r_, .. u(J ~ . ·ftZ?;rrvJA<v>-1.-!&·~ a / ~1i:W'~r<( -e?a."'L-::/'?-;q.--z,z~vu . .-1· ~ltci...·· 

_<U,f-v: U dX'£: 4~ -~(.',:!_ .. <Zc.a.?'b-A .u :n . · · ./ ~ - · 

. . ., at 

ff~:~~-LA..Ut,..c 

.. , I.IU..'Ib;uld or eaid ... 

h._,ttJc iu snitl \f"ar, w wit : Jn 

··4·4~· ... ... • • ou Lbe 

··-·-·-. . 04- · ......... _, 4 04• . ·····4·-··- ·4·. ' •... ·············-· . ··---- •.. . _ .... _.,_.,,._ .. 

Lite 1 aU.Ie o f 

Xu. ~. T~~---- ··. -··---··· . .............. .... ......... · ....... .. is disabled by rea.-;ou nf 
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-····· -····-· :" ~~-·······-······· 

which said dL.,.J.>i~Ly _foas not inc u rred whil e the snid · - ····- ···· ·- --··· -·· ·· wrts tr) auy 

111
anncr vol untarily .engaged i n, or ::riding or abeUingJ t·he laLe .-cheilion against tlu; authority of lhe Utritf>if StatG>p 

but was incurre<l on or about the .. . . ···· · · ···· d o.y of ········ · · , .A.. D. . , nt; 

, ond t his £'"let l swear to from knowledb"" ohtaine& ols folldW$: 

.................. . .. 
........ . ' . . ;-

.No. 'L Thn . t11/ ,.,,a ....... . . . 
'"' ... i .. ~ i 1•111 • I I 01 < , ~ " ,, , . ..... ~ • ., , , 

is dependent i n whe>lc o r h1 pn1·t Jhr h l.'r 

support, and I ~"~" to the fact of .1-.peu<lcnee fi\,m kuowlcdg<l obt:lined froo1 nnrl base<:l tlJXll1 the following fhds : 
• 

... ...... .. .. . ...... _,-....... 

• J 

-· ..... ·-·. ------· .. if1 s ixty.tv;o years nf 3$e, b':n .. io-
.. -'J'3h ... .. .. ..... - ............ ........ !\. D. r. ........... .£--

-· _ ..... . ~- . -·-··· . ··-" ... ..... .. 

. . ........... -····--..................... . --------- ···---·--·· ·········· ·---------·-· .. ·--- ~-· .............................. , , __ . __ .. 

'!'ba t I have .no i1.1lere.•t. iu the prosecution of tl1is clru!ll. "_£~ ~ 

. · ft<- ~~~~~~.. . 
Sub,.-,ribecl and sworo to before m e this ... ./7... .... ~- ,. .. dnyoL.~~J/1.~ , .. , .A.. D. 1&~~An<l 

il<'rehy <·e rt.if)• tbe j)ens<>n "·bo signed and ex ecuted th{ foregoing affidavit to be a credi~le per~o, anti o f good repu Le iitr 

troUt -a nd vt:..r"'nf:itv- i"n the (:.ttihtntnlitY in "vhich 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

be _lives, UJ!d that the contents of the 0\00VC We\£() fully m ade knowu. lo 

[L. S .] 
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U.S. NA~_,IO·NA"-\.L ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISTRA..TION 
www. archives.gov 

ARC Identifier: 

Title: 

Creator: 

Type of Archival 
Materials: 

Level of 
Description: 

Location: 

Other Titles: 

Inclusive Dates: 

Part of: 

Arrangement: 

Scope & Content 
Note: 

Access 
Restrictions: 

Use Restrictions: 

Finding Aid Type: 

Finding Aid Note: 

Finding Aid 
Source: 

Variant Control 
Number(s): 

ARC Search Results: Hit #1 

618707 

Registers of Applications for Bounty Land Warrants , 04/1855 - 08/1863 

War Department. Office of the Quartermaster General. (1842 - 1912) (Most Recent) 

Textual Records 

Series from Record Group 92 : Records of the Office of the Quartermaster G e n era l , 
1774- 1985 
Old Military and Civil Records LICON, Textual Archives Services Division 
(NWCTB) , National Archives Building, 7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20408 PHONE: 202-357-5385, FAX: 202-357-5936, EMAIL: 
inquire@nara.gov 
Registers of Applications for Bounty Land Warrants Authorized Under the Act o f 
March 3 , 1855, and Received from the Pension Office 
04/1 855 - 08/1863 

Record Group 92 : Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, 1 774- 1 985 

Arranged and numbered chronologically by date of receipt of application . 

Most of the applications listed in this series are from Mexican War team s ters . 

Unrestricted 
Unrestricted 

Index 

The volumes of this series include name indexes. 

War Department. Office of the Quartermaster General. 

Inventory Identifier: 436 
Entry 436 is located in NM81 , "Preliminary Inventory o f the T extu al Records o f the 
Office of the Quartermaster General" (RG92). 
M a ste r Location Register (MLR) Entry Number: NM81 436 
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US. NKI~IONAL\.L ARCHIVE S & RECORDS ADMINISTRATION 
www.archives.gov 

ARC Identifier: 

Title: 

Creator: 

Type of Archival 
Materials: 

Level of 
Description: 

Location: 

Inclusive Dates: 

Part of: 

Includes: 

Arrangement: 

Scope & Content 
Note: 

ARC Search Results: Hit #5 

300280 

Warrants Issued Under Act of September 28, 1850., ca. 1850- ca. 1900 

Department of the Interior. General Land Office. (1849- 07/16/1946) (Most Recent) 

Textual Records 

Series from Record Group 49: Records of the Bureau of Land Management, 1685 -
2006 
Old Military and Civil Records LICON, Textual Archives Services Division 
(NWCTB), National Archives Building, 7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
Washington , DC 20408 PHONE: 202-357-5385, FAX: 202-357-5936, EMAIL: 
inquire@nara.gov 
ca . 1850- ca. 1900 

Record Group 49: Records of the Bureau of Land Management, 1685 - 2006 

1 item(s) described in ARC 

Arranged by number of acres and thereunder by number of warrant. 

Surrendered warrants for bounty land issued under the act of September 28, 1850. 
The act provided for bounty-land-warrants to be issued to officers, non­
commissioned officers, and enlisted personnel; their widows or minor children, who 
served during the War of 1812 and Indian Wars since 1790; and for commissioned 
officers who served in the Mexican War. Those who served nine months received 
warrants for 160 acres of the public domain, four months service received 80 acres, 
and one month service received 40 acres. Widows of soldiers killed in action 
received 160 acres but not their heirs . The application files are located in Record 
Group 15, Records of the Veterans Administration. 

I lnrlPtPrrninPrl 
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Bureau of Land Management 

Records
 

• M25, available in Pittsfield 

• BLM Correspondence 

Last three rolls of microfilm contain 

correspondence registers for Civil War 

soldiers and widows who filed for land 

claims for service 
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APPLIOATJON NO. «RTIFICATE NO • 

... , . ........................... . 
'. 

·· ········ · ···- ··· · · · --·~····· --·························· 
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1870 CENSUS - UNITED STATES 
STATE M£ COUNTY 

rv;~k( P.Ol CALL NUMBER 

o~~(iJJ~ frl~ 3l,,7 ~L 
' c c c 0 .. .. c I I. 

' II) I ' 0 z 0 .., "'c. 0 0 .. I.(U '0 
z IU 11)0 Q) Q) 0 11lQ) 11) .., 

Cl .., o. .. Q) .. ~>- Q)Q) Q)~ "' c > NAMES OCCUPATION, ETC. I "' Jo. BIRTHPLACE c .. c .. a: .~ 
..... 

·- Q)w "'Cl Q)Cl !10 !C -IU -o 0 II) - .. Q)_ OQl Q) .. .c ·· +o~GI ..,_ .., .. .0 
Q) E Q) Q) 

E Q) 0 ;,- Jill !GI ..,al C)- c'O ~>- 'c~ ·-> 
Cl ~ X -IU -c .., .. o"' Cl ..,;, 
11) 11) Cl Q) 0 (UQ) IUO IUO ~~ 

0 0 II) oc 
"'"' 

::o IUC 
Q. a u. ~ (/) u >a: >lh u.u. ~~ ~ ·~ (/)- uo Wf- ow 

l/Jo~ ~ I, 
I 

~Jh !l ~i )-'~ lfjj q1 M IJ) 
..1 

f1wi~ \ ~ [bO 

+r '"" 
~ ( 

]&n.L 4q f ~lUi~ ~ 

~,J ~ 1~ ~ M w ~ f 

~~.J~ ~ I 
~v 

.., 

~J.I 11 
t.1 

~ (}j~ ~ r 
~J.J /[ M ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

h 
\ 

k~ok I~ ( ~ ~ .. '1~ ~ 
I U 87 of 109 Session 6 



 88 of 109 Session 6 



 

I 

89 of 109 Session 6 



 

NOTE. 
Stnte how long yon, 

h1wc been ncqunimcd 
with claimant. 1 f yon 
were ncqunintcd wi th 
him nt the time of his 
return from tbe army. 
State what his phyaicnl 
condition was. Slate 
the name of the dlsense 
he complained of, how 
it appeared to affect 
him, and what symp­
toms you observed of 
said disea.~e when he 
romplained. 

H be bas complained 
of su ffering from Sll.id 
disease l'ach yenr since 
then, while under your 
observntiou, slllte ~uch 
fact, and in whRtmnn­
ner be appeAred to be 
affected by the disea se 
or disability. It Is not 
expected tbot neigh­
bors or lnymen cnn tes­
tify the snme as phys­
ician~. but they ~hould 
be able to test ify to tbe 
svmptoms they observ­
e'd of ~he disease or 
disability from which 
he complnined, and 
stnte to the best o f their 
knowledge nnd bel!ef 
the extent to which he 
bas . been disR bled for 
performing m R.ll u,o.l 
labor, by reasons of the 
alleged di~nbilitL_ 

[NOTE.- Affia nts should state how they gained a knowledge of the facts to which they testify.] 

' ('"' ( ~ ----- - -- --- -------- - -------~---- ----------------- ----- --- -------~--- --- ------ ------------- ------- ---- ------ -------------------------

-:-~:;:;~~;;;.:::;&_ ·::~---~~--:~ ' 
~~p~---Au~---!!__~----~----------- _;;;e;:_~~-JT 
cd:~---~- -_il;~-----~---~~~----- - -----_/2 --- --- - ~ --- -~~-~- --~~-~~--~--~ 
-i!b--- -~ ___ cz._~_-,c:-~'?!;d_-~- - ----- --------------- -----~ 
__ ';;;;?;~- ---~ -·----~h,d __ __ d?c_~ _ __£g ____ c7~_Q{ ________ ~ 
e/_~- ---~7~--~-----~----~---~­
--~~<h!'~~ ---~~---~~~--~--------­
~~ __ kl-6?_ __ ~ __ )'-_ __ ;k;:_~- -~-~-~ • -- ------= 
-~~---da-L~--~eL:._ __ a:~~----- - - _____________ L_~-L~-
~----~~--~--<--,---~~----~---~---~ 
~~---~-- '-~--g-_~-~----0v-L~---­
-~~-·-d_ __ g_d-::~--~----~--/2k~k~-~ 
___ rzz_~-~-~----~--.Y.--4/~~-----
-~---~~----- -- - ------------- - ----- - - --- - --- --- -~- --- - - --- ------------ - - - -------~------ ------------ ----- --

----~ .... --------~~-~-~--~--~--~--~---------- - --- - - ----- -- -- - · ____ ~ ~ ~~ ~~~ ~ 7_-_ ~~~~ ~~~~~ -f~-;t-~~~- -~~~~~~~- ~~-~:-----~~Lz=~~~ -i·;:~~~~-t- ~~- ~~~~- case anrl __ L-~-------

_2/~r/~ 
not concerned "in ~ts prosecution. 

"'-~. tF£~ ~ ~- ' ------- ------------- ---~------- -------------- ---
d~~-C/:LaL~; 

--[ir-Affi~~ts sign by mnrk, two persons who ca.n write sign here.) 
. -----------------------------·--------------.---------------

(Signature of Affiants.] 90 of 109 Session 6 
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c/ [Slgnature o f r~nl;:;-ts. ) ' . . 
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n ot concerned in its P,r osecution. 
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Accession/Serial#: MI3040 .057 BLM Serial#: MI NO SIN 

Names 
Patentee: CHARLES ROCKWELL 

Title Transfer 
Issue Date: 1112011877 

Land Office: Ionia 

Cancelled: No 

U.S. Reservations: No 

Mineral Reservations: No 

Authority: May 20, 1862: Homestead EntryOriginal (12 Stat. 392) 

Aliquot 
Parts 

Sec./ Fract. 
Block Township Range Section Meridian 

Surve 
State: MICHIGAN 

Acres: 80 

Metes/Bounds: No 

Document Numbers 
Document Nr.: 2791 

Misc. Doc. N r.: 6999 

Accession/Serial Nr.: MI3040 .057 

BLM Serial Nr.: MINO SIN 

State Counties 
Survey 

Nr. 

• 
E~NW 21/ 18-N 16-W No Michigan-Toledo Strip Ml Mason 

GLO RECORDS
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SIIALL COME, GREETING: 

Homestead CerWleato No. ,&f{J .. ( C!'ll"f. 
Appliootion _6f1f- - ___ J 'liJ ~~~U~l).~t thcid luzu &en t/flPUtfd e?1 tie GENERAL LAND 01!'1J'IOE r the 

'U?utcd Mat&~ a CERTIFICATE (the ~~.ita (the _ganrl ~a: ate!~, vib.-?~MP · 
J llvkttft it ajj/tcato tl/at, jut1Jtta?tt It; tie &%t ;/ @'c?;?ttJJ 

ojjttovcrl t rJ'tlf v~~a,~ I J 0 2~ rr :% JtCttM $mu!tatl! It; ac!t~tt! Jctl~trf (Jn tltJ jut lite J;main~ n an(/ ti& ac!J 

•'fjiletnmtal t/Pido, the d,,;, ;/ ~~at/u !?~ 
'ao ~~~ t-Jtald~lfd an/ ria~ c~?Mttmmatd t12 

ccnf~m•7:: law }t. tic ~ '1( iII: ~m{ J/J-1/P_tdr . ~ 
(#71-t, 4/J'/., ci~ ~ J--~ f) t Jlu/-

(MJJI ;'f /12{'4-t/ 1 
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NARA Homestead File
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!•'IN AL O ERTII:<'I CATE, I 
.,._ ~ , - / 

.. J: ...... L ........ ~ .. .' ....... ....... . ·' 
~ \; 
I'J ! 

~t i~ h~tth!J t.Ctiifi.ctl~ Tha~~p~r~~.nt t o the provisions of the ct-c t of Congress 

a pp1·oved JII a u 2 0 , 1 86-P, ent&tle cl J:.~-.Z. ~~t to s ecl.&J.·e h on-ues tect-ds t o actual s e ttler s on 
the 7J&&b li-c don?.,ain " ..---"7 ~ ~ ) 
/ , . - J /- / .;-,~ .. ~ ,/ / . 

__ · ---------- ---- ------------- -- --- --<~---- --.. ~~ .... c .. J~:? ___ ..... ,;:/:~(~~-<~~-~:-~ .. ~-----LG.~ ... .................. ____ ............... _ h as 

n z,ade p ay7i"",;J:.nt i n full for ................................. ~~·--'-<,.~ .......................... ............................................................................... ................................. .. 

' ~ 

: m•• ~~~<;Z~··········· ··~·· ···~·· ;;;~;%-;i/~~2:~~:?-

. - ~oav, uu~~dtir't, b~ fi-' l ' :~Th;;~n,-::.i!s-~71:;:;;ut";;"::~~li:is CE~-c-q-u;a-be to ;;(';;:.. .. ~ .. 

shall u e ent itlec.l to a Pate nt f or t he r:p- t of La/nd above d e s c r i bed. 

~ ~d.--: <~o' &" ~ C--£ z ~-:,. / ' c 
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L). 

r £?. 
c../1'/ .· 

/ _c/ rl_,_c ,~..--< -

, ? a· u p 1 .. 

~ ?f'a.z-'6' ?d'e ./l'cnzcl f C ac:-fnc-z-t:-'d:9e £'~6' -!cccj1£' r _Jr'Cal &//£/ ://' t('~c 

)'2. ~ ,,{:)" f/ :1ft~~ , /cf'cf'..4-, "'J'"Mvii/:JP a 

r/' c0cu'e?:l26'?2? r ~!V.tCc? _. _. r ~~-L-a OL tr~ 
~e ~&-z/£/.t/:!7 c~tnza?.tbn . ,{ad &en c:d'k,/ncr/ /c77b c~e ~~d y c.h.d 

~~ cuz--/ ,cj /cpecr/7 ?t!:?#.dd'd tt?b ?:JA7 ttb _yccd d~ttt:t:1f/ . . 

-------.c:.>~7fL?-.~9!;1/~~~~& ~~ 6n~k-m-d.O~-?'A'cre-.__ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ .. ___ . ___ _ 
.. ___ ............. _______________ __ "ZPad en-todd O?Z ?~e ____ _ 

_, a / - - -- _, en qro_ ---- .. --· -
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(£?. 
c.Jr ~i .· 

"'.__... ' b • 

'Qmar ~Jepa):tux;ent1 
A DJUTANT GENERAL,S OFFICE, 

~d&?;:7ihn~ 1Z2f qr~ a c. /,;' - - /d"J'~ ': 
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APPUCATIO,. NO. CIRTlFICAT£ NO . 

.. /_&..f:.Z ... ,.~..:;;;.·~ ··"'-t·J .• J.f/. l.. ..... r •• ~ 
••~zr.t~- 9-f~·:-F--t'~-F--· ··· .. "~·¥···, ...... ·:-........ . 

~ ... ~ ................ ........ -......... . .. 

.. ......... .. 
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Where Else Would We Look?
 

•	 M1164, Michigan Special Census, the 

agricultural schedules might give more 

information about Charles Senior as well 

as on Charles Junior and how well he did 

with his homestead
 

• Order his pension file for possible
 
information on his background
 

•	 Use local CT records to find his roots 
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Review
 
•	 Find out where the family started or ended 

•	 Find them on the census to confirm state of birth for both 
parents and children – check several census since we all 
know how accurate the census can not be! 

•	 Find out what records are available for the state they 

came from as well as the state they went to – NARA, 

LDS, local historical societies, USGenWeb, etc.
 

•	 Look at military and pension files as well as land records, 
both at the federal and local levels 

•	 READ local histories of the areas to give you information 
on WHY people left or moved to those areas and what 
means of travel they might have used 

•	 Look at atlases, maps and gazetteers for both places to 
help you visual what was involved in the move – natural 
geographic features as well as population etc. 

•	 Don’t forget to look at cluster and collateral groups! 
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Conclusions
 

•	 It is possible to discover not only a general 
route our ancestors took but also why they 
took certain routes 

•	 This information can give us clues to 
ancestral relationships 

•	 Use not only Federal records such as 
census, military and land records, but 
make sure you use local records as well 
as published information 
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Presenter didn’t 
get to your question? 

You may email us at 
inquire@nara.gov 
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