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FOREWORD

MISSION: The mission of the
monthly Defense Intelligence Digsst is
to provide all components of the

Department of Defense and other

United States agencies with tmely
intelligence of wide professional in-

terest on significant developments
and trends in the military capabili--
ties and vulnerabilities of foreign
nations. Emphasis i placed pri-
marily on nations and forces within
the Communist World.

WARNING: This publication is clas-
sified secret because it reflects intelli-
gence collection efforts of the United
States, and contains information af-
fecting the national defense of the
United States within' the meaning of
the Espionage Laws, Title 18 U.S.C.,
Section 793 and Section 794. Its
transmission or the revelation of its

‘contents in any manner to an un-

authorized person is prohibited by

foreign governments; however, such
releage is controlled by the Defense
Intelligénce Agency.

JOSEPH F. CARROLL
Lt General, USAF

law. Although the publication is Director
marked “No Foreign Dissemination,” '
certain articles are releasable to
Overall classification of this document is-SEERET —Secret- 3
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SOVIET
'MISSILE AND SPACE

PRDDUCTION

AUTHORITIES

REALIGNED

Recently created Ministry of Machine Building may be the
new control authority for the missile production program, while
the Ministry of General Machine Building, responsibile since 1965

for the Soviet missile and space produchcn programs, now oversees

only space vehicle production.

iE recent Sixth Congress of the
Trade Union of Workers of the
Aviation and Defense Industries, has

~ resulted in what is probably a realign-

ment of the ministerial control author-
ities for missile and space production
and in the establishment of a new
ministry. On 5 February 1968, the
USSR announced the cstablishmcm
of the all-union Ministry of Machine
Building, but made no reference to its
mission. The name of the new Minis-
try, as was the case with its two
predecessors—the General Machine

‘Bui]dmg, which between 1965 and

the first of 1968 was the conwol
authority for the missile and - m:e
production programs, and the

dium Machine Building, which over-

sees the nuclear programs—is proba bly -

designed to cover up its role as a

control authority in the arga of

nuclear-missile-space programs.
From all indications, the new Minis-

try will have overall vesponsibility-
for missile production, while: the
Ministry of General Machine Building:

will now take full responsibility for

“missile and space programs.

'Defense Technology and long asso-

"ofthc Ministry of General Machine

aninisterial level.

-whose background is related to mi:

the space production program. The
emergence of the Ministry of Machin
Building raises the possibility tha

requirements involved in an &
ing missile program, in the sup
of extensive solid-propellant f

and in the simultaneous 2
of the space program are simply
numerous, and diverse for one control
authority. A more cfficient manage-
ment of advanced weapons production
control is evidently the goal, and the
recent organizational changes may
portend even greater cfforts in the

The Sixth Congress, which met in
Moscow on 30 January 1968 and con-
tinued during the first several days of
February, was attcndcd by the leading

Soviet personalities responsible for
missile, space, and production
programs. These mcludcd D, F.

Ustinov, Candidate Member of the
Politburo, who exercises great aw-
thorétoy for the GOmx;mmst Party over -
the Soviet missile an: space pm%,nm,j -
and his deputy, L. V. Smirnov, former
head of the State Committee for

ciated with the personalities and
organizations involved in the missile/
space programs. Other: ugmﬁcan
ticipants, in the order of th
portance, were S. A, Afanasyev;

Building, and P. V. Dementyev, head

of the Ministry of Aviation. The
Ministry of Defense Industry was not
represented, at least not on the

The new head of the Ministry of
Machine Building is the former dcpuly
of the Ministry of Defense Industry,
V. V. Bakhirev, who probably at-
tended the conference as the re

'sentatwc of the new Muustry t s

. ,.,cant that ‘the Machine B
has as its lwad an i

sile developraent and production. The
Ministry of Defense Industry will now

~ have a lesser degree of authority than

previously in missile production.
In addition to overall responsibility 3

for Soviet missile- production, it s
- possible that the Machine Building

Ministry will be responsible for the

*. Soviet antiballistic missile (ABM) pro-

duction progrant. This is. within t‘hc

| ceatm. of possibility, particularly in

view of the coincidence between the ~
establishment of the new Ministry an
the initial operatmnal deploymen

an ABM system.. ; [EN

Defense lntcihgencc Digest



http:ticipa.o.ts



