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COUNTRY
_ USSR
DATE OF , DATE
INFO. - 30 June 1988
1985 '

SUBJECT

USSR GENERAL STAFF ACADEMY LESSON: Principles of 'Preparation
and Conduct of a Front Defensive Operation

_SOURCE pocumentary

Summary:

The attached intelligence report is a translation from Russian of the text of
a lecture at the Voroshilov General Staff Academy on the subject of defensive
operations. It starts off with the statement that defense is generally
underrated and, consequently, too little study and training is devoted to it.
The topic is developed under three main headings: the circumstances (the
situation and objectives) of assuming a defense, the options for structuring it,
and the principles of preparation and conduct of the actual defensive operation.
The paper is illustrated with numerous examples from World War II, which serve
more to justify defensive actions and prove their importance and necessity than

to demonstrate the brilliance with which they can be executed.
End of Summary
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PRINCIPLES OF PREPARATION AND CONDUCT
OF & FRONT UGFUNSIYE OPERATION

Under the principles of preparation and conduct of a front defensive
operation we shall consider three points: first, the conditions of transition to
the defense, the objectives of a front defensive operation, and tasks of a front
in a defense; then the disposition of the defense of a_front; and, finally, the
principles of preparation and conduct of a front defensive operation.

One of the principal tasks assigned by the Minister of Defense [for
training] of the armed forces for the new training year {2 words illegible] is
the in-depth comprehensive development, study, and practical assimilation of the
methods of preparing and conducting a strategic and operational defense. The
importance of these tasks at the present hime is due above all to the growing
possibility of a surpriss attack {¢ word illegible] without full deployment of
troops with mass employment of fundamentally new weapons, particularly cruise
missiles [line iliegible] conventional weapons systems. The mass effect of
thesée even without the employment of nuclear weapons may have a decisive impact
on the course and outcome of an operation. However, in the practice of
operational combat training of troops, the issues of defense are accorded
insufficient attention as noted in the order of the Minister of Defense. The
MOD order on operational training bids us to put an end to underrating of
defense and to pay more attention to training in defensive operations,
particularly those to repel a surprise enemy invasion.

The nature of a modern-day frout defensive operation shows substantial
differences trom the natura of a derensive operatior in the past war. This is
due above all to the availability of weapons of mass destruction and to the
increase in striking power and mobility of troops, to the availability of high-
power long-range precision-guided weapons. This has complicated the tasks of
reconnaissance support ci the fromt defensive operation inasmuch as
reconnaissance in a defensive operation is organized in strict conformity with
the tasks to be performed by the front troops as well as with consideration of

- the conditions under which troops go over to the defense and of the possible
nature and likely axis of enemy actiomns,

tonsidering that a firont defensive operation involves a wide range of
questions, it will be easier to consider the basic fundamental principles, [1
word illegibie] necessity of properly understanding the tasks of reconnaissance

support of a front defensive operation.
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Conditions of transition to the defense, objectives of a
front defenzive oparatian, visd tasks of 2 frent in dofense

A front derense in a modern war, as stated in the “Principles,” is a
temporary form of combat actions. It is undertaken in those instance when an
offensive 1s impossible by virtue of lack of forces and means or inadvisable for
operational/strategic or other reasons. -

The transition of a front to the defense may take place before the start of
or during military actions. What is true of the front is also true of the army.

Before the start of military actions a front may go over to a defense on
some axis in 2 threat period to repel an enemy invasion in preparation, and also
to cover border areas znd to svoport the transition to full combat readiness and
the deployment of troops (forces) in a continental theater of military
operations. This I8 a new principle., Formerly and right after the war,  for
some reassn, the matter of the transition of a front to the defense before the

start of military actions to repel a posqible enemy invasion was never
addressed.

At the start of military actions, the need for a front to go over to defense
may arise if the enemy anticipates the front Lroops in deploying and in the
delivery of strikes, primarily with precision-guided weapons systems, or when
front troops sustain heavy losses from enemy nuclear strikes while the enemy
retains the abiiity to undertake an offensive, as is possible both after a
surprise nuclear zttack and after an ewchange of reciprocal nuclear strikes.
Neither is it vut of the gvestion that a front will go over to defense at the

start of military actions as a result of Ehe unsuccessful outcome of a border
meeting engagemsni., These words imply the transition of a front to the defense
at the beginning of offensive operations, when an offensive “is planned but does
not waterialize a3 a result of a nuclear exchange or a surprise attack; a front
offensive operation can likewise be thwarted with conventional means, including

precision-guided weapons systems.

During a front offensive uperation s front may go over to defense to repel a

counterattack, in preparation or already begun, of strong forces or an enemy
counteroffan“vek when continvation of an oifensive to crush his groupings in

‘meeting attacks iz not gupported by the necessary superiority of forces and

means.* Jt i@ true that during ths vears oi hhe Greal Patriotic War, the
duration of such defersive operations wes act long -~ for instance, the

% This was often the case during the fireat Patriotic War; when a meeting attack
did rot result in the defeat of the enemy's counterattack groupings, the front

would go cver to the defense.
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Southwestern Front in February 1943 south of Kharkov, the First Ukrainian Front
in November 1913 on the Kiev axis, the First Baltic Front in August 1944 on the
Siauliai axis, and the Third Ukrainian Front in 19#5

A front usualiy 50&3 vver tu the defense in full strength. A front defense
can be prepared berorenand or during combat actions [in or out of direct contact
with the enemy]. Beforehand is when the transition is before the start of
military actions in a threat period, and at the time of transition it is clear
that at the state border there will be no contact, and both we and the enemy -
will have a strip of no man's land [zona bezdeystviya]

A front defensive operation in a main western theater of military operations
will usually he a component of e strateglc offensive operation and be conducted
in the interes:s of the main grouping of troops. For the far eastern theaters, ~
a strategic operation at the very outsat of a war may begin with defensive
actions,

Thus, the transition of a front to defense may be made in the most varied
circumstances. The situation will determine the objectives of the operation,
the tasks, khe combat strength of the front, and the procedure for preparation

and conduct of the front defensive operation.

The objective of a front defensive operation is now defined by the commander
in chief of armed forces. in the theater of military operations. The objective
depends con the concept and tasks of the strategic operation in the theater of
military operat.ions, the importance of the sirategic axis defended by the front,
the avaflability and arrival times ¢ nuclear and conventional weapons, the
combat tasks or audjacent units and the comditvions of interaction with them, as
well as the force of the anticipated strike of the ground and air enemy.
Consideration is also given to the capabilitles of the strategic means slated
for use in the defense zone of the froni.

Everyone knows thai in che (reat Patriotic War the objectives of front
defensive operations wsre most varied. in the first period of the war, fronts
would go over tc the defense to prevent, an enemy breakthrough to major
indusérial and admlnistra*:ve—pOLiciﬂal centers or to targets and lines of
strategic importance to buy time Ffor cencentration and deployment of reserves
for counterthrusis and for going over to a counktercifensive. The objectives of
defensive operations in the first period of the war in many operations were not
achieved. One need only point to the objeciives of the defensive operation of
the Bryansk Front. In August 1941. the Bryansk Eront was created when Guderian
and the Second Army (1 word illegible] turned south; the Supreme High Command
creatrd the ‘?ryrrulf fronk to prevenf hin. This objective was not achieved by
the Bryansk Front; aithough, as our historians tell us, the Bryansk Front was
not inferior ©o the Germans, the Germans had the advantage in tanks and we did
not vet know how to fiuht, .
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Neither were the objectives of the front defensive operations in the Battle
for Moscow fully achieved, particulariy in the first German offensive which
began in late Septembar o early 0Octobar. fs w2 all know, the Western Front
sustained howvy Jznoge and sas peestablished ob the Mozhaysk line of defense;
other fronts, loo, fulisd Lo acnieyy thie sojectives of defensive operations,
although, of course, conducting them brought about conditions for bringing up
strategic reserves, ete. And in the subsequent November 1941 German offensive,
the objectives were achieved, because the fronts held their positions and had

nowhere to yleld further.

Subsequently, in connection with adequate numbers of tanks and artillery,
increased density of forces and means in defense, and the change in the general
strategic situation at the front, when defensive operations were conducted in
conditions of the strategic offensive of sur troops, objectives were different.
‘They consistea in nolaing occupied lines and areas, inflicting losses on the
enemy, and buying time ifor preparation of an oftensive on this or that defense
axis. Take, for instance, the defensive operation of the Stalingrad and Don
Fronts in the fall of Y42, the Balaton defensive operation, the strategic
[illegiblei of tne Third Ukrainfan Front in 1945, etc. The Balaton operation
was conducted in the concluding stage of the Great Fatriotic War, when our
troops were aiready outside Beriin. And, althcugh the Germans created a
powerful strike grouping which included the 6th SS Tank Army, the commander of
the Third Ukrainian Front, Tolbukhin, decided not to move the fromnt troops
across the Danube. He assured the Commander in Chief that the front troops need

- not withdraw behind the banube, that they would repel a counterthrust at the
lines tney weve on. In these difficuil conditlons, whem the depth of the front
to the Danube was just iU «m, the front conducted a defensive operation, set up
an antitank defense, and the Germang penetrated it 15-20 km. For a week they
repelled thrusts; 1L was inpossible o mound counterthrusts, only
counterattacks, because ulwere was no depth. front
assigned [rest of line flisgiblej.

In contemporary conditions the czpablilities of defending troops have grown
markedly with the svallability of nuclear weepons., the increase in firepower of
conventional weapons, particuiariy antitank means, precision-guided weapons, [2
words illegibiel, and multiple-launch roclket systems, and the increase in the
striking force, moblitty. and maneuverablility of trocps. Therefore the
objective of z contemporzry defensive op:ration wiil be more decisive than it
was in the vears of tha Jreat Pabrictic War. With adecuate nuciear weapons and
conventional precilsion-guided systems, the ohjective of a front (army) defensive
operation may ccnsist in thwarting an epemy offensive in preparation during the
time the atrike groupings are concentrating and depleying.

Tne "Principles” state that a front defznsive operation is conducted to
thwart an offersive operation of the enemy. However, in most cases the
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objective of a front defansive operation will consist in repelling an enemy
invasion. (counterthrust), inflicting substantial damage, and holding
operationally important lines and areas. ‘ine implication is that a front, if
forced to take up th: defaeise, has sulfored losses awé lacks adequate means of
nuclear attuck and corvenclonal weapas and nasd o superiority over the enemy.
Once forced to lake tie decense, inerefore, the objective will not be to thwart,
but, more typically, to hold lines and areas, inflict damage on the advancing
enemy, and bring about conditions for going over to a counteroffensive.

On reaching the seacoast in an offensive operation, the objective of a front
defensive operation may be to repel enemy ampnlblous and airborne landing forces
and destroy themr during landing. .

The oblective of a front. defensive coeration at the start of military
actions may be to prevent an enemy invasion into cur territory, to hold lines
occupizge in the torder zone, and sunnort the deployment of a strategic grouping
for the offensive ana its organized commitment.

A question that is now being generally considered is that: “The first front
operation of the initial period of a war is an offensive-defensive operation.”

] Perhaps tnis will be reflected in the new “Principles,™ which are going to be
completely revised It 1s necessary to bear in mind the option uhere a front
with subsequent transition to an onensiﬁe. A number—af authors in Military
Thougnht -~ the cniel’ ol tne Main Operations Directorate, commanders -- are
addressing such wulti-option plauning of a front offensive operation. At the
first stags this is soncunt of a nggg tigi'snsive operation. They even propose
creating in the troub stafi an ue operabions directorate of a theater two
groups of officers: one group wouiu nandle defenss and plan control of [battlel

in a {ront neJan\ the other would at tnis time be preparing and planning a

front offensive opuration wh”le the defensive operation was being conducted.

 The ohjective of a fruni. (army) defensive operation is achieved by
fulfiliment of a number of tasks, the main ones of' which may be:

-- Infliction of damage on an encmy oreparing to deiliver an attack.

-- Repelling of an enemy offensive,

-~ HoleiAng of assignea lines {araus) aad preventing an enemy breakthrough

into the aszpik.

- Crusnivg of enemy groucings that penetrate or break through.

-~ Rescovery of a lost position.
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infliction of damage to an enemy on the

approaches to a defense, repelling of an enemy offensive, and crushing of an

enemy who breaks through.
the troops of the front

These tasks are the basis on which cooperation with
@nd sroy In defepze Ie organized.

Let us bear in wind vthat cthe defimicion of these tasks takes into account

the experience of the Great Patriotic War.

It is necessary to consider that the

enemy will create a grouping and may penetrate the defense, and it will
therefore be necessary tc repel a penetrating grouping of the enemy, {1 word

illegible] crush it, and keep all five of these tasks in mind.

It i{s felt that

in individual .cases, under conditions of employment of nuclear weapons, when,
let us say, the front goes over to defense from the very first and has adequate
nuclear weapons or undertakes a deliberate transition to the defense, the

In

other words, the enemy oan take sucn wuclear or conventional damage at the very

outset that he apanzcns the oftansive.

But tris lixewise (depends] on the

circumstances znd may happen most frequently vnder conditions of a deliberate

transition of' the front (army) to defense.

first operations are being prepared, determine the combat strength of the front,
- which may include 3-“ armies (incluainq a tank army), or 2-3 armies and 1-2 army

e a2

on rhe imporranr”

divisions, 3-Y¥ alr divisions, znd 3.4 separatz air regiments.

Tnis wiil give the front, depending
o Lnu scratcgzo attc, 1220 motorized rifle and tauk

But from the

experience of defensez in the yzavs of the (reat Patriotic War, it was often the
case that if tne front weni over to defense, its strength was changed and its
grouping diminisnad or, say, a tank ariy; usits were taken away and transferred

to front

and conduct 'n oifﬂnbiue op=ratlon, &
conducting tne front ofiwmsive operaiion.

uhat were L:onduoting 1 an offensive on the axis of the main thrust.

i Ji)l rﬁmain Ak rhe strength it nad when

if a front is conducting a defense om a coastal axis, it may have

subordinata o
missile artillery mits, o

A front is
front s up to 500 ¥m in aonditions of 3 western thweater of military operations,

and as muck s 1500 ke in the Asian theaters of mililary operations.
of defanze of a froat Sroa the forword cdfe te the last line is as much as

350 k.

PTEZPP

the navy, ia varticular, naval bases, coastal

it largs ua*ts of &
infantry.

¢ units of naval

g assigned a zmone for defensa. Tne widtli of the defense zone of a

The depth
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Of great importanns ™o suceesiful conduct of a front (zrmy) defensive

operation i: Il skillful dispeuition of the Jefense.

The disposition of

defense of (ig iroul and aray is accorded very auchi attention in the
"Principles" and in all our periodical literature, such as Military Thought.

Disposition of defense, In contrast to the past, includes the following

complex of interrelated elements:

-- The grouping of {ront troops and its operational disposition.

-= The system of deferse lines, areas. and positions created in the defense

zone of the front (army).

-- Frepared strikes with nuclear weapons both on the approaches to the

defense and in the depth (2 words illegible) of the enemy.

-~ h new element is tne system of integrated fire damage to the enemy, in
front of the forward edge as well as in the event of penetration of the enemy

" == The system of alr defense (which includes, for example, the groupings of
SAM troops oi the icont zir defense), antitank [defense] (which includes moving

Tha sysbom of englinecr obstacles,

operation.

consideration.

enemy actions.

groupings of front ruokst broops, front
and grecupings of th
dispesition of f

definite systexr d

The systea ot defense of Lne front and army Ls [rest of line illegible].

Establisnment of the troop groupings in def'ense is a complex matter,
since the initiative in veberminiag the axis of thrust belongs to the enemy.-
Theretore, {% is necsssary to analyze the possible variants of his actions and
establish a grouping and operational dispcsition that takes this into

‘The grouping and operational disposition may depend entirely on
proper avsessment of tiie likely makeup of the enemy grouping and the nature of .
the grouping of fromt troops in defensc 1s established by axes
depending on the possible actions of the enemy, and it inciudes the grouping of
troops defending on the main avis, the groupings of troops defending on other
axes, as well as covering hLroops, counterthrust groupings of front troops, and
air fevrces, artillery, special troops,
front rear services. There is alsoc a definite operational
¥rocps, 1.e., locakion of trcops, forces, and mesns in a
euding ot the pature of actions of the groupings and their

TS #888548
Copy #



http:spec:l.al
http:ope.ration.al
http:e.stabli.sh
http:EstabU.shlu.mc

C01197696 | -oP-SECH

—FORSECREV—
WARNING NOTICE—INTEILICENCE SOURCES CR METHODS INVOLVED "
NOT RECZASABLE TO FOTBIGN NATIONALS| I

) Withheld under statutory authority of the | | |
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50
U.S.C., section 403g)

Page 11 of 22 Pages

T

combat mission. It has a first and second echelon, a grouping of rocket troops,
air defense iroops, and other groupings.

The importance of astablishing ths grouings of troops and the operational
disposition caus ’$‘--g-d_¢1 OB the eaparlence of She Greatb Patiriotic War in the
Central and (uroniewh Frunbs. 7The ceanlral feoid, companded by Rokossovskly,
focused its main offorts on a 95-km sector where 24 divisions, or 58 percent of
the motorized rifle divisions of the front, were concentrated. Ten of these
divisions the commander placed in the first zone of defense, 6-12 km wide; nine
divisions in the second zone of defense, 8-14 km wide; and five he placed in the
army zone of defense. To defend the rest of the sector, 200 km, he allocated 17
rifle divisions. The largest number of reinforcements, as much as 50 percent,
were in the ith Army. The average [artillery] density of the artillery units
and large unjts of the RVCK was [36 per kilometer, 105 per kilometer?] on the
axis of the main thrust. It must be szid that on this front the commander was
able *to predict the axis of the German main thrust rather accurately: the main
thrust of tne Germans was aimed right at the 15th Army of General [illegiblel.
The commander daterm)naﬂ ?ne operational disposition of the front accordingly:

2SN

the tirst echelon had % o mbined—arms armies, the second echelon had the 2nd
Tank Army, and the reserve had 2 tank corps.

lne voronezn iront, commanded by General Vatutin, nad difficulty determining
the main thrust of the Germans. It was not the commander's fault; Marshal
Zhukov's memoirs nighlight this point, in particular, describing General Vatutin
as an able, energetic, knowledageable commander. It was difficult to determine
the direction of tae German main thrust, (here were so many axes on which the
Gergans could [illegibiel; but the main ones were three. Therefore, the main
forces were placed in the center and on the left side of the front, over a
164-kin strateh, ur two-thirds of the langth of the Pront -- 12 divisions in the
main "ona, 8 glvisions in She second, nud one division in the army zone of
defense, f'or 4 totai of 41 divisions in ithese 164 kn. The gréatest densities
were establisited in the 4Gth and 7th Guards frmies, but it was the 6th Guards
Army thall was attacked. The (ermans had estabiished very high densities and had
a sir-.to-one superiority in tanks ailone. Buot, sinca 1k 5 hard Lo determine
the main thrusts o7 5he Garmans, the front conmander had cveated a strong second
echelon. Tha Ilesi echelon had 4 combined-arms armies, the second had a tank
army and a coubined-arus erv, and the reserve had the 35th Guards Rifle Corps.
True, the fusisiaus had another reserve front there, to which, as you know, was
attached Ene Sth Guardz Tanic Seny of General Rotmistrov and the Sth buards Army
of General Zhadov, Thase armies launched a countertiirust on the 12th of July.

‘that 18 the jmportance of establishing troop groupings and an operational
dispeziticn., Evervthirg dspends on proper szssessment of the nature of enemy
actions. Coruander rn7n dvin, for iastance, in the Balaton defensive operation,
correctly assezoed the aris ¢f the Cerman bhrust and knew that the Cermans
ususlly kried to deliver 2 strong initial blow, o he created a very strong
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antitank defense with hundreds of. company antitank strongpoints, mobile obstacle
detachments and antitank reserves to turn back the strong initial blow of the

German tanks.

Thd Qpstativina GisROsSitivii 67 TIoal Wwoeops today

[We have seen] that during the war there was a first echelon, a second
echelon of a tank army and a combined-arms army, and _a reserve of a tank corps,
for example.

At the pressent time, a front's operational disposition has two echelons, as
a rule, with a combined-arws reserve. The first echelon of the front usually
has 3 combined-arms armies. 8 filest-echelon army defends a zone 150-200 km
across the front; and the depth of defense of a first-echelon army is some
100-120 km, depending en how many defense lines it establishes (one main zone of
defense plus one or twa army defense lines). A first-echelon arnmy, in turn,
besides [its own?] defense, also usually has two achelons. In the main zone of
defense the defense i3 usually occupied by four motorized rifle divisions; the
secord echelon emglovs the tank division (or divisions). The combined-arms
reserve 1s generally assigned assault-lanaing regiments and assault-landing

battalions in an army.

If first-echelon armies occupy the defense at the border in an initial
operation, they nsually establish a security zone 20-40 km deep from the border
to the foruard sdee of the main zone.

The socond echalon of tne front consists of a tank army or, failing that, a
combined-arms army (Gr one ur more army cerps). The second echelon of the front
is intended {ur deLivexiux a Frout uouuierthrust anm «mabnlng penetrating

groupings of the enawy.
lines at a distance of 150-200 km xlom the torward edge.

The combingd-arms resarve of £he froet (aeny; is meant for tasks that come
up unexpectedly in ttie course of a front (army) defensive operation. The
combined-arms reserve of a front ustally contains an assault-landigg_brigade for
combatiing eneny foress, including tank forces that break through, and tank and
motoriged-rii'le divisiong, swhich occupy areas near pr'epared defense lines. The
reserves way be loeated at a aistance of 100-300 lm [from the forward edge].

of Ethe operabicna) dispasition of front troops will be the

grouping of fronb roecket froops. These are the front ailssile hrigades, R-300

and R-¢0Q. Tire Re W0 birtgade i lecatad zowre &0-86uw Trom the forward edge,

usuaily beyond the second wcna; the K-G0 brigade is no¢ closer than 300 km,
Therefors 1t is located at maximum

Ancther elencnt

since its lower limil of launch 13 330 ku.
depth 2o thel 1 pan deliver striker in front of the forvard edge and @ven in
J TS #888548
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the event of a penetration of the enemy te depth.
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Here it to be placed closer,

it would first of all be necessary to change siting areas in the event of a

penetration and, second,
directly in front of s
depth.

E n Poign e
Torward gdgn o

it would not have the capability of delivering strikes
283ingd o penet tration of the enemy to

Further, the groupingé of air defense troops include army and front SAM 4@9

brigades, which cover the main groupings of front troops, the grouping of air

forces, the frout control post, the second echelons, and the reserves.

The main

groupings of air defense troops now include troops of froat-subordinate fleld
air defense as well as the corps and divisions of central-subcrdinate air
defense which perform their tasks in lheir established boundaries (that Is, the
forces and msans of &ir Defense of the Country, since they cover groupings

within borger military cistricts and groups of forces).

The air rorces gvonplnﬂ includes fighter, fighter-bomber, and bomber air

divisions ana army aviation,

Westorn theaters of military operakions for a frant defense.

Fropt aviatiun is located somewhat deeper in the

As for the far

eastern theaters of military operations, it is” hard to say what is deeper;
regardliess of wmelzer i4 is ofrense or defense, there is simply no depth where

these fields could be concentraled.

50-80 km, fights: and attack aviation no closer than i00-150 km,

Ariy aviation is located at a depth of

fighter-bomber

avialiou 150-200 km, and bomber ‘aviation somewhere over 200-250 ki from the

forward edge.

& frunt creates Z-3 snhitank reserves, aud sn army i-Z.

In a front the

antitank resesve is the anbitank artiilerj twigade, a rather powerful brigade

with four antllank batbalions cf mine: cnmpos’xiunu
ant}tenk guionu ntewilnk, cmj Wou u o ,dhﬁﬁ

In adflielon, separatc

front mey be sirtorpe landing forces 3nd raiding detachments.

There are 100-mm guns and
9'“0hm°nt5 kgruund-ba sed), and

eiements of thie operatiopal disposition of troops of a

The commander of

the Faltis ¥ii)tary Dlsteich, Col. Jen. fazov (now [n the Far East) wrote in

Military Thought 1n 1084 tbat the Faltic M,

in the course of sxercises while

delivering a rrout counterthrust, created a front operational maneuver group, [4

words {llsxitIel.

A separate alement of the oners i 10w,
v

""" 1 disposition of front troops may be,

now in conu\nmons of rhe creation of reconnaissance/strike and

reconnaissances Cier2 sompleses, the groueing

reccnna:s:auwn/f; a complexes.

f further -
lines, areas, &l positiong, Vhatl

thare 18 the forused securihy zone, 20-40 ka deap. Its
t]

of fruut recormaissance/strike and

slement of the disposition of a defense is the system of defense
deferse iines are established?
purpose iz to delay an

First cf all,

TS ¢888548
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enemy offencive, reveal the axis of the main thrust, and force the enemy to
deploy and operate on inconvenient axes. It is usually defended by forward
detachments of [word illegible] divisions of the first echelon, and these are
reinforced motorized ~1Mlxz nad tanh raglpents, Including fword illegible]
defending o 12 werde illoglbiel.

Next comes the main zone of defense, which is for inflicting decisive damage
on the enemy. The main zone is defended by the first-echelon divisions of the
front and army, generally by motorized rifle division. The depth of the main_
zone of defense is 20-25 kam. A main zone of defense usually has 3-4 positions
-- two for the first-echelon regiments, and one or two for the second-echelon

regiments.

Then there are one or two 3rmy defense lines. The first army defense line

~1s occupied by the seccord echelon of sn apity; these are tank or motorized rifle
divisions. The {'lrst army defensive line iz prepared 40-60 km back from the
forwardg edge. 1In the Great patriofic War, in particular in the Kursk Bulge, the
depth of the main zone of defepss was §5-7 im, and the Jdistance frem the forward
edge of the mz2in zone to the second zone a mere 11-12 km. Now, as ycu see, the
main 2zone i3 25 “m, and from the torward edge of the main zone to the forward
edge of the first army line is 80-60 ku. fThat is the first army line; the
seccnd army defense line, to establish aepth of defense, is usually def'ended by
army or front reserves. 1wo front lines are established; the first front line
is back 150-200 km, and the second ¢5U-300 km from the forward edge of the main
zone. They are occupied by front reserves -- separate motorized rifle and tank
divisions, a landing-assaalt brigads, and the second echelon of the front.

Eesides tuis, Lhere aire iaterdiction 2inss and pusitlons -~ positions in a
diviaxcn, and iinew in an army or frouk. They are sstabiisned to preveat the
enenry irom 7preao B aus 1 *h" airection of the tianks (i.e., in the event of a
peuetration). ant bthese interdiction lines i(wlili be?] the iine drawn rfor conduct
of a front countertheust {(army couatertorusts). Hence the distance between the
lines is suu? 40-5G ka betwsen army lines, and up te 100 between front ones.

The idea is that the ensmy cansiot negcbiate thils space quickly, and at the same
time it perwits our troous in the ariy ami frent o {hold these lines with] a
large grouping to deliver 3 cousbarthrust on the penetrating grouping of the
enemy. 0ne more zone is or may be established. Behind the main zone of
defense, on the main likely axes of enamy thrusts, there may be a second zone of
defense or an intarnediate defenss ling. It is prepsred and occupied by
departing flrst-echelon wnibs and forwvard unifs of the second echelon.

A front uspally has nost of Ils foress and means acncentrated in the first
echelon. Fiat 1 Wit 1s oslled bhe main zone of defense. But nore and more
authors are imsisting thaf : aemy showld or way hava bak part of its forces in

the firat echelorn. and iteep the main forses In the seccad echelon. And now an

author has jeised in proposing tiwab Ghe froafh do Jikewise -- have part of the
S #8885U8
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forces and msans, say one-third, in the first echelon, and put two-thirds in the
second echalons and reserves in order Lo have the capability to counter enemy
thrusts. I tha axis of the thrust and inhe nature of eneny actions is [2 words
illegible] 1t 1s possitla cithsr Lo zooupy 3 soue of defense on the axis of the
‘main enemy Livuili oo Lo aalivsf a cuunberthrush, el¢. Bul YPerinciplies" still
elect the oplion with Uue large part of Yorces and aeans of the front and army
in the first echelon, though it is not out of the question that some instances
may see a [small?] part there -- but then this will not be the main zone of
defense, but the first defensive line. (And the main zone will be the first

army line.)

The next important element is the system of prepared strikes with nuclear
weapons. Strikes are prepared according to enemy troop concentration areas, and
also on the lines of likely eremy deploymeni in combat formation while
approaching the forward ecpe, as well ss {1lise illegible].

‘inere will be 3 systew of intepratea firing on the enemy which Includes
prepared strikes with suclear weapons, the systes of prepared strikes by rocket
troops with conventional missiles, and strikes of artillery -- massed artillery
fire. roliing herrages of artillery fire, fived barrages of artillery fire, and
precision fire of 2prtillery -- on the likely axes of the enemy offensive.
Artillery ftire 1s also established for the eventuality of army and front
counterthrusts. An important element of the system of integrated firing on the
enemy will now he strikes of the reconnaissance/strike and reconnaissance/fire
complexes of the tfront ana army.

T gyaoten of air defense Is also organized In g wnified systew and includes
radar ra2sonnaiszance of the alr ensay, the syztem of fighter alr cover, surface-
to-alr missile sover, and the syster of contral of air defense trocps and

fighter aviallcn oy e {ront air lerces.

£ antitank defense which incorporates artililery fire

itere will e a2 systen of
on cke tenk jarge unita and units of the eneny, linss of depleoyment of antitank

reserves and molrile obstielis detachmeats, ard also {word illegible] of antitank
meass of [word iilegible] iarge units and units.

Yhere will be a spsten of antilanding defense. Thls means combatting enemy
airborne landlng Soress (3 werds illegille] alrland cperation. This is
essentlally the dellivery of striites to the full depth of thne diapoxition of a
front or sruy with the simloenzous iandisg of aieborne Torces in the depth and
[action?! or operarional groups, which the enemy cails “mobile groups" and we

call “penatver sroupst.

There will Ghe a syatem of englineer rbst\wl=s In particular [X words
illezible! convemtuh

2 ) obstacles, say, explesive ohstacles ahead of the forward
edga. as well as nuclemr obstaclas on the pnst leportant end most Xikely axes.
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These are the majin elements created in the zone of defense of a front: the

grouping of troops and its operational disyosition, the system of defensive
lines, areas, and positicar ahiel are srezhad I She gone of defense of a front,

£y

and the syslum 2f lotograled Plras omsge Lo Lse enwsy. i
f

Principles of preparation and conduct
of a front defensive operation

The preparation of a front defensive operation includes a large complex of )
measures. Naturally, the basis for ail the measures for preparation of a i
defensive operation is the decision of the front commander on the conduct of kx
defense of the front.

4n important measure is the determination and assignment of tasks to the
troops. A defense impijes, if the nt has been forced Lo go to the defense
(from offense to cefensai, almost al a regrovping and change of troops and

their occupation cf assigned iines, areas. and positions.

u.

An important element of preparakion of the operation is organization of
nuclear and conventional damage o tnhe enemy, organization of air, antitank, and R

antilanding defense, crparization of counterpreparation if contemplated, i
L counterthrusts, organizetion of cooperation of j‘;-g'*

preparation or army and frony
troops, engineer preparation of the zone of derense, organization of all types ol
rear services, [ word iilegible] 3

of support- (nperational, special techminal, rca
reconnalssarce and cther tspes of suppont), crganization of trocp control,

monitoring of (ha resdinsss of trocns, establlshanent and proper posltioning of
suppiies of matiriel. The se nusvr'x*e' oY these reasures and the work of commanders
ana staffs xill depend on the circusstances under mhich the operation is

prepared.

Tmportant. factors will be availabllity of {time?] for preparation of the
defense, the type of Weapei:s to be emploved. the operarional situation, the
nature or combat actiw_w of the troops of Lhe front. and the enemy at. the time
the rront rosslves Lszaks ror the defense, and the availsbility of nuclear,

spevizl, anc czmwxem;ionza;t ueapons sad supplles of cother materiel.

The fronl commander makes the decision on the hasis of thorough study of the
tasks and cormrnhpnsiva evaiuation oi° the sltuation. Naturally, the most
important asncent of the Fropt 2emxancsy is datermination of the axes of likely
enenyv thrusts and the oreibior of traop groupings cn these axes. Other elements
are the methods of niliing the advancing eneny and Lhe operational disposition
of troops of the front. The commander's decision for the defense must
necessarily provide for 2 svstem of defensive lines, areas, and positions.

. ' TS 4888548
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Naturally, if the front assumes the detense with advance preparation, it may
have all these lines. I it has had to go to the defense, then not all these
lines may be established. A main zone, one army line, and one front line --
these must necessarily e astadlished, I time 1o avellable, the ?ront
commander, .¢ upditc the 4 ade (o & 2ap?l, usually carries out a
regrouping i Gu& bevialda, whioh, 1P prepared i advance, is dove wnhile it is
still peacetime. In border military districts and groups of forces, if defense i
is contemplatad there, an incoming commander will, as a rule, begir with an 4
operational field trip and update the tasks of the front troops. Nor is a i

7 regrouping completely out of the question if there {s time in the event of K
deliberate tiransition of front troops to the defense. i

~ A RS

Plenning of a front defensive operation is done by tasks [to be done?] by L
front troops to carry “out the objectives of the operation in the likely @
diraction of advance of the enemy [2 wirds illegitle] of combat actions of front §
troops. The most detailed plarming is devotea Lo the delivery of the first 3

nuclear strike, the conduct or fire comnternreparation, the repulse cf an enemy 4
oftensive in front of tne forward endge. the condunt of combat actions beyond the i
lires of the main zone, and the delivery of counterthrusts [line illegible]. &
Planning a defensive operation involves developing a plan whose basis is a : jg

general overational part {just as In preparation of an offensive operation) on a i
map with attachment of an erxvlanatory text. Starting st the main zone of ¥
defense, ihe distance to the first army line is 40-60 km. This is regarded in !
the front as tne tactical zcue of defense. Next, peginning with the forward
edge of the army line (u0—60 km) to the full depth of the front is the 3
opergtional sone of dulense.

29,

hiso de»vloohd, Ay In an offensive operstion, s a plqn of the first nuclear
strike, a plan of Sire <@znnwv31¢uuhdhjnn {ir \onremulaoed a plan of front
troop preparation in an air or air defease uperation, a plan 01 antilanding

defen.xe, a p‘&n uf o Jnuam emph)ymenl, o: b: ‘mcn atns dfld ezpecial troups of the

.reconnaLJuanou eng!uear ﬂnu (o@m*cal ﬂnppurt, Plectronﬁc warfare ete., which
are Longonunhs of the plan.

i¢ 1 bypical bnab firs prepscacion and fire damage-to the enemy is planned
with all tasks which front rrnops carry out Say, for 1nstance, the task of

coﬁﬁ?erpre;ardhion is donn. 1€ rrnnp :roops are ‘performing a task of repelling
an ereny offersive, fire ko rnrM the sneny offensive is planned. If front
treoory are cerfurm}xg e Lask of halding liases and positicns, fire support of
treops s plareed, Frowt and army counfertbrusiz and, consequently, a new stage
of fire svprhr* Ir defesse Invelves Sive support of troops in the conduct of
front -and army eounterthrusis.
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In defense the average standard operational-tactical unit [word illegible] o
of fire damege of the enemy is taken fo be nittlng of 30 percent of the nuclear B
targets of ths enemy strike girouping whniie deploying and conducting a defense to _{
hold a main zone of dafanse. 1% Lv coneldered that bto a dapth of 25 km ¥

defending t..ouo [ug,a BEC 5D prreant of e targous?] off Che waln strike 0
grouping of tie euswy. Tais cotisidecation 1s used to delermine Lie Iy
reinfoercenent of first-echelon troops of the front and army and to compute the ﬁ
density of (ire means per kilometer of frent. Densitles of firing meens are ﬁ
_ understood in connegtion with reconnaissance/strike and reconnaissance/fire )
means. Thay cannct be considered as they were during the Great Patriotic War. ¥t
There are great capabillities for maneuyering fire with the use of :
reconnaissance/strike and reconnaissance/fire complexes. &y

b front defensive opuration may begln variovs ways. During corduct of an o
operation withn conveatiopal. weapons. @ deiwiaive cperabion may, depending on the 4
concitions. begin wilh the repeliing ol epeny alr 3trikes, the conduct of fire :
counterprepararinn. fire inherdieibleon of the sdvanne znd deployment of the o
eneny, and | fire) repsliing of an assault, Hith acvance preparation of the : o
def'ense, front treops will repe) the enemy strike with a preestablished b
detensive grouping at prepared lines. _ 3

in a defense cccipied in a short time under enemy pressure, when the front i
has not estsblished a defensive grouping, 2 defensive operation ray begin with e
repelling ¢f strikes in the troop dispositicn in which the previous combat g
action, i.e., the orfensive, was being conducted. Yhis is the most difficult o
variant, to po freom offensive to defense and establish defensive tfaop groupings

under ouziny presaurs. ‘ i

Turing acvione wiin mueisar weaions, & defensive operztion may begin with

€l

loar strtke and dolivery of the first puélear strike on
3iling of bthe snemy nuciesxr sirike and delivery of the

Ke o Lop-priorthy cargets, siaps must Le taken promptly to
sivuavton szad the compositicn of our own and ememy troops, to

and comhat effectivensss, and also to sstablish mineflelds,

‘-4

repelliing ui
the cremy.
first sugles
ascertain :
restorz aosateal .
including rvsiesy m1ndﬁ1m$a>,

Subseguent comdial aotions may be rnndnered on SEOarate axes with a limited

complenent. ol' truops., rorcea. and means. If necessary, the fron
make updatzd or nas dsersions.  Under rwcr‘.me mx.d;ciom, as the "Peinciples™

point oul, defsrnding troops, after the firsh and subsequent nuclear strikes,
must rigorousty g0 ‘

pase, an offensive nperaticn is planned and
organizer with & 71wvt~d soanleasnt
mears.

aver Lo the offensive with part or #ll foreces to finish off
the opposing aneny broops. . In this
toof the [empwivieg) trocps, forees, and
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I¢ the enemy manages to renew the offensive, all available troops, forces,
and means are usad to repel it. The most combat-effective large units and units
are [{llegiblae] on the main axes. Tne main forces of defending troops are sent
to hold the most fmr Ll ereas and lines, e wipe out an enemy that
has broken uifounn, el Nudlea aﬂi(;ﬁ” strides on niuk, and deliver
counterattacks and cowsterchrusts.

When defense is conducted with nuclear weapons as well as with.ccnventional
ones, troops acting in the forward security zone of the front hold their E
occupied Positions and during the preparation of air and artillery support ;
inflict maxinue losses on the enemy, forcing his ton prematurely withdraw his i
main forces. It is necessary, at least {roun tehind the forward security zone, .
to identify the arxis of the main thrust sud [project) reinforcement of the |
defense on the main axes in time. 1o dereive the enemy and get out forces out “d
from vnder his strike, ebpecially in 7he evsat of an immediate threat of the use ¥
of nuclear waapons. parz of the traopz of Lhe second echelon and reserves, as |

. Well as some uplte and japege mita of rocket troops and artillery znd air ;
defense troopy cua be moved Lo presarad ares. &

The experience of the Great Patriotic War tells us that initially, when the 5
possible start of an eneny otffensive is detected, it is still necessary to carry o
out troop changes &nd esoecial)y changes or controi post.. There is a typical Z

Same piaces ana the berwans krew fhem all, cney flrﬁh hit alil the control posts i
and the frort comsander lost conirot of the Liroops. This has to be kept in mind A
also in boday's conditicns, particwlariy mhen sirikes can be delivered with such '

great azsurany 3% wovds thwy1b1«] on slectronic peans, irciudiing control posts. &
At tie saue tycu tu i @ e segond anhielong against which sbrikes are B
planned {1ine s Dhds s dong, as Lhe "Principles® point out, the Q
second echelony and reszryes Kay be placed on the axis of the main enemy thrust §3
[2 werds illegible] only with the beginning of the enemy offensive. CoL
. o,
Fire coanberoreparation is oonauetad upon ocoupation by the main enemy i
forcea o daparkura siregs 1n the deptii ar in direct contact with defending 3
trocops. The reonl acmams will, on {he hasis of the latest reconpaissance .
data, estab llShhyﬁe chicobive of countarpreparaticn, the complement of forces i
and msans iavoived, and the dispasiticn {2 words illegitlel]. g
The principle bargets «f fire courhorpreparation may bDe means of nuclear $
atoavic; slon-guided waagons svstens, arvilisey, flest-asheion large units, [
aviation ot foowerd airricids, and woop control pusts. The conduct of fire 1

counterprayarstion iuvalves large unlls and units of front and army aviation,

rocket troops, artillery, first-echeion formations and large units on the axis

. g T

where the counterpreparsblos is teking place, reconnalssance/strike and
reconnalssance/{ire aowplaves, specielly alloczted artillery large wnits and
. TS 48885 &
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i
b



http:p!~epar-::.Uo
http:f.trst-echeJ.on
http:offens:f.ve
http:wt:>r.ds
http:acc;�m\a�>.tr

C01197696

T Qs

1 Aot WWaae 1 e
= .Jj sﬁ ;.!E!

- WARIND NOTVICE - - INVEILGENCE SUURCES Ok METHODS INV
NOT REEASALLZ 7O OGN NATHORALS)

Withheld under statutory authority of the |

Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 7
U.S.C., section 403g) Page 20 of 22 Pages

1

units of the second echelon and reserves, and also adjacent formations of the
(illegible] grouping on the axis of counterpreparation.

Fire counterpreps~ibior 13 denn »ith nasssd alr uvyihnﬂ, strikes of rocket

troops, comieonlicyel u-muia-s, and varsed artiliery fire. & declslve role in
counterpreparsvisn wili usiong to precislon-geided weapons systens. We all
know, from the experience of the Creat Patriotic War, counterpreparation [line
illegible]. And now this acquires greater importance than before. You are
familiar with the counterpreparation conducted on the Central Front which drew
on {067 guns and mortars and launchers [2 words illegible]. The Voronezh Front

had fewer -- 686 guns and mortars.

The results we all krow: coumunicatlons and control were disrupted and the
grouping znd attacks of the Germans were delayed several hours, but still the
main objectives and tasks of counterprepsisation were not achieved. Either it
began too early. or it yes not done effechively erough. Tbis means that
reconnaissarice wam inadequatay aviation was svpposed to strike the German
avialion, bub vhen 1t tool off, bthe Cermans had manazed to take oft earlier, and
S0 the strives were delivered on eupty airiie)ds. There was no more time to

retarget aviation on the infantry -- only one option had been planned. And this
too cught to be considered. £ront air forces did not participate in
courterpreparation -- oniy artillery. f£nd to begin earlier when the Germans

were sitiing ir conceaiment and powerful shelters, their persoinel [wouid have
suffered then, toc.] Artiliery batteries on the Voronezh Front [line illegible].
The idea is that., if counterpreparation is carried out, it must hit precisely
reconnoiteraa targebs, a3 we say, Lop-grioriky targets, such as means of nuclear
attacs, Lroop scobtrel posts, ground-based centsrs of reconnaissance/strike and
reconnaissance/fire compiexes, and main attack groupings.

iFire ipkerdicilon ot Lhe sdwsnue asd deployuenl of the enemy is done in the
event Lhey oocupy a depsroore positlon Lo the depth. Flre repeliing of an enemy

attack end rive supporlt of defending Lroops is donm: through full exploitation of

the fire capabilities of bthe defendirg troops,

Duging the sonduch of combah actions Lo hold the mein zone of defense or khe
first llme, delendlsg troops repel the attack of the enemy and inflict maximum
losses on him. Should the enemy penctirate the defense, first-echelon large
units use imwn_muelaﬂr?l @ an fire of ail types to hit the advancing
trooos.  In some : e may De launcked.  In conditions when
counteratraoka 7 laghle nor ruﬁﬁ**i@ sacond echelons and reserves,
regy oupead ffrat echeloh 1&3 and atvisions ; i at advantagenus lines hit
the anemy vah : . tank and artillery ffre and antitark guided

; , and heing about conditions for zn army
ac ig delivered gn the decision of army
red in hatrles peyond the main zone of defense.
not going tu hold the main

- TS #388548
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zone, an arny oovnterthrust is dellivered aeross the first or second line, but
basically acioss the first army line. Front counterthrusts are delivered
principally across army and front lines, :

Front oo sl . e asad Lover:Dic blss Lo cvaduct s Dront
counterthru.,z Lo sodasrad Lo e cpetatlunal svaditions when delending troops
retain their ability to establish defense on the flanks of a penetrating enemy
grouping and are continuing to hold back the enemy offensive befcre the front.

It is more advantageous to deliver a front counterthrust on both rlanks ot a
penetrating enemy grouping to ensure the most favorable conditions to get out of

(1ilegible].

Front and army counterthrusts should be delivered unexpectedly on the enemy
during actions with nuclear weapons. The counterthrust may be preceded by
delivery of nuclear strikes an¢ the conduct of short fire preparation of the
attack. &iter this, the trocps ueploy and attack the enemy from the march in
approach and copbat formations. Wher actions 2re condiucted without nuclear
weapcns, counterihruats eenerally hegin arfter a powerful tire prevaration and
assavlt or troops int conbal formations.

Frou the experience of' the Ureat Patriotic ¥ar we know that the conduct of

ona.~ In the Battle for Muscow, ror instance, the counterthrusts of the First
Shock Army of General Kuznetsov in khe Yakiroma area, the Third Army in the
{illpgibJel arsa., and the counterthrust of thes First Guards Cavalry Corps of

r8 ared wers of declisive Imgortanse. In the Xursk Bulge so
Hewn xaase of the F10tn Guards Tank dArmy and the Ptk Cuards Combined-Arms Army
of Grneral Zhadewr which bad bsen glven Lo the Voronezh Frout. 7They conducted a
counterthrust on 12 Juiy., ¥t is necossary to say that the front counterthrust
did mot fully abtbals itz objeolive, te cessh the penebral ing grouping of the
Gevuans) Ju the spea of ’“u;@‘mihva ﬂnuy wers only stepped and went over to a
{totuwlly, the Uuiwﬁ*1w~ was achieved: the Germans.did not go any
iy happenad? Exactly when the counterthrust was

2 tarder, |nitl the sscond echelons, and drove
Rcumzsrwnv'a ‘i.?n Gogrds {Tenk ] lrmy., Zhedov’s army, and part of the other
armies seversi kilometers back. 'They went out to the firing positions which
thev had preparad ror dellvering strikes in the counterthrust and tock part of
the zxtillery ouk. 7 ad bmll the "~t‘L1Pr, wus 1ost, and only part was able
Lo mansuver snd wl : i wre should be more preparation, and
the teovos ir y i(m hioid the enemy. In this case
they atd ne \nm Rrmans camg Lobo contaat with the
.onnhsanwu&b g it rhju grounirgy had no Plesibilily, being in direct
{eontan SeRR 5 plbisste ohiactiye -- stopplng the Germans --
war ashiev . dinf2at was not achieved.

furthze on Lﬁd axis.)
schequlad, {3 s sbrucl aven

mmh;] sh
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The disposition of troops for delivering counterthrusts should ensure
decisive superlority In forces and means on the chosen axes, dellvery of a
powerful initial strike, tne possibillcy ay exploibing the results of nuclear
strikes and fire pt-e' st ;1,, -:1\. apintiol of Ghe defezt of the advancing
enemy troops [ woldy 0y aubioas of Wwoups particigating in the
counterthrus? ahould SN deuezu4natiuu aitd D2 conducted al a constant rapid
pace.

In exercisns, wany daistricts, when delivaring a counterthrust, establish and
drop airborne Porces, allocate raid detachrents, and create an operational
maneuver group -- nob oaly in an offensive but alsc in the counterthrust itself.
In other words, a counterthrust can grow Into an offensive oparation. Of great

- importance on these arss where the covntertbrust takes the form of a meeting

engagenent are preeuption of the enemy and dellvery of fire strikes on hinm,
rapid deployrent of Jarge nnits and weite in coebaf forwmations, and daring,
determined uctions of troops. Success mygh be oromptiy evploited until the
enemy and niz snproactiing reserves zr2 rinisnea oft.

During a det'ensive operation with or without nuclear weapons the front
commander takes all steps Lo promptly identify enemy means of nuclear attack and
ground-based centers of strike and fire compleves.

Defending troops must be prepared to cumbat airborne landing forces and
airsmonile ctroups in today's convext of an airland operation. Airmobile troops
[in a concentrakion ares) and airborne janding rYorces in departure areas can be
hit with npclenr and wir strikes, In fiight, janding and airmebile troops are
destroyzd by Fighise aviation and air Jefeuse Lrocps, and, at low 2ltitudes,
also by woturized riris larga units ani anits. Destroving Janding forces
already o the ground ziil na done by wyag and other troops, Iin particular,
assault~landing brigades, assaulle landiuu regiments and battalions, and also
large veils and wnits thab bappen bo ve rsar the lawding area, as well as
aviation and artillerv, Actions during an ergagement with an enemy airborne
landing force must be vigorcous and oeterminec so as to prevent more landings.

tion cra considered to be achieved
mesh the iencroaching] enemy
zb0ut conditions for an offensive
ailar strategic Axts“
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