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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Event: Interview with Ali Soufan

Type of event: Interview

Date:‘. November 12, 2003

Speéial Access Issues: Secret clearances

Prepared by: Tom Eldridge, Janice Kephart-Roberts
Team Number: 5

Location: GSA Building SCIF

Participants — Non-Commission: -Ali Soufan, FBI —- NY-JTTF, Pat O’Brien, General
Counsel’s Office FBI

Participants — Commission: Susan Ginsburg, Doug MacEachin, Tom Eldridge, Janice
Kephart-Roberts, Yoel Tobin, Nikki Grandrimo, Deiter Snell

Background
Mr. Soufan’s background was described in earlier MFRs. This is a follow-up.

AQ goals in the Sudan

Soufan said AQ had three goals while in the Sudan.

1. Create a network of Al Qaeda operatives,

2. Support with the AQ umbrella other Jihad groups, including Algerians,
Moroccans, Egyptians (plot to kill Mubarak in Addis Ababa).

3. Drive the U.S. from Saudi Arabia.

AQ after the move from Sudan to Afg.

When UBL left in May 1996, he sought to broaden the jihad to include terrorism,
something new to people used to fighting a guerilla war. He issues his fatwa condemning
jews and crusaders. He set up the camps: Jihad Wal, Khost, Al Farug, Gardez. (None
yet in Qandahar.)

In October 1996, UBL recruits a class of potential operatives — the infamous 16 — that
includes Jandal, Khallad, and the Nairobi suicide bomber Hamza al Ghamdi (who first
served as UBL’s bodyguard). This recruitment coincides with his alliance with a group
of radical Saudi scholars.
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Once Qandahar is secure as the Taliban base, UBL moves there and sets up camps there
as well. The new security he enjoys allows him to get more recruits.

The Iranian front

Soufan said that there was no Iran connection initially in 1996, after UBL’s move to Afg.
Because the Iranian border was in the hands of the Northern Alliance.

Organization

Prior to 9-11, UBL had AQ organized somewhat along geographic lines.

Nashiri - from Yemen (tho born in Mecca) covered the Arabian peninsula

KSM — Focused on the U.S. and S.E Asia, based on his relationships with the Philippines
and Hambali. : :

Khallad — was the administrative guy, “a trusted individual to facilitate travel.”

Abu Zubaydah — his cover was that he was not a part of the UBL network.

AQ and WMD

According to Soufan, they tried to buy uranium from the Russian mob, but instead bought
osmium, a different element it turns out. Their efforts to acquire WMD are detailed in
the Baku documents. They also tried to.acquire bioweapons. Abu Habab was funded to
do bioweapons research by people in London.

Security Committee
We asked Mr. Soufan about the AQ Security Committee. He said it was a part of the Bin
Laden network well before 9-11. Its purposes were:

1. To provide security for UBL (bodyguards) and UBL’s operations.

2. To write documents in support of security. Soufan said one was recovered in
Baku. It described how operatives should get professional haircuts, not travel .
with their wife, not wear Islamic perfume, etc. Soufan said all AQ documents
have a Koranic verse on them that can be translated as, “prepare for them, all you
can out of your own force.” Soufan also mentioned the Manchester document as
originating from one Saif al Libi.

3. vet recruits who arrive to see if they have the right stuff and to interrogate
possible spies. Some individuals were rejected after an interview with al Adel.

4. Provide advice to operatives when to travel and when to not travel.

He said he received an oral description of it from “Junior’” in 1996. Saif Al Adel was the
head of it. This fact, Soufan said, was verified through the Cole investigation. Nasir al
Bahri, aka Jandal, described the blueprint of AQ in a “long 302” of an interrogation that
took place after 9-11. Jandal gave a description of the Security Committee as he learned
it existed when he went to Afghanistan. Soufan said this Jandal description was verified
by a DOCEX document collected in Afghanistan.

Soufan said this committee was continuously evolving as AQ evolved.
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Soufan on Mobility generally

“If they want to come to the United States, they can.”
“If they send 1,000, four will get through.”
“They only need one to get through to win whereas we need to stop I,OOO to win.”

Knowledge of Saudi involvement in AQ

We asked Soufan about prior knowledge of Saudi involvement in al Qaeda terrorist
training in Afghanistan before 9-11. Soufan said they knew about Saudi travel to
Afghanistan and Pakistan for terror training in 1996.

Yemen

Soufan said that when AQ operatives were in the Sudan with UBL, most operatives were
wanted in their countries of origin. This included Saudis. For this reason, most of them
tried to obtain Yemeni passports to travel outside the Sudan. This was true, for example,
for Masri, one of the East Africa Embassy bombing suspects. Soufan said Yemeni
passports were the passport of choice because there were weak government controls. It
only took two guys vouching for you to get a passport. The system was “tribal based”
according to Soufan, who said Egyptian, Saudi and Sudanese terrorists were using
Yemeni passports extensively between 1996 and 1998, and right through 2002.

According to Soufan, Yemeni officials were bribed to give out passports. AQ supplied
photos and applications and Yemeni officials stamped them for the terrorists. One such
AQ operative, Khalid Moussama, was the suicide bomber in the Cole attack. Soufan said
the FBI did not believe Moussama even presented himself when he applied for his
passport.

Soufan said the terrorists would have two passports to travel with until they got married.
Once they were married, then they would travel with their families and have only one
passport. Soufan said that the fact that so many terrorists were traveling with Yemeni
passports was discovered after the Cole bombing.

According to Soufan, 85% of the Saudis who were AQ operatives went to Yemen to get a
Yemeni passport and then traveled from there to Afg.  Soufan said the Khalid al
Mihdhar had a Yemeni passport in the name Khalid al Saqaf, under which he traveled to
Pakistan and Afg.. Khallad Bin Attash traveled under a Yemeni passport with the name
Khallad Bin Yousef.

Soufan said that they knew before 9-11 of four travel facilitators in Yemen for AQ who
would help recruits by : :

1. getting them Yemeni passports,

2. getting them a plane ticket,
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3. sending someone with the recruit who would be known to the AQ coordinator in
Pakistan, and ' .
4. call ahead and give advance notice of the recruit’s arrival.

One of these was Abu Ismail, aka Mohammad Salah, who was killed in Afg.

How to get into Afghanistan

Before 2000, Soufan said recruits would take a flight to Karachi, go overland to
Peshawar, and then get smuggled into Afg, by Abu Zubaydah.

After 2000, Soufan said AQ was using Qetta as the jumping off point from Pakistan to
Afg. Soufan said this was in part because the camps in the North of Afg. Were closed at
that time and moved to the South. UBL and AQ were based in Qandahar at this time.

Once 1n Qetta, recruits would stay in a guesthouse, then go to Afg. Often by bus.

In Afg.

When individuals arrived in Afg, they would fill out applications supplying information
including the name of the person who recommended the recruit. All travel had to have
been facilitated by someone known and trusted by AQ leadership. There was a strong
structure and a job within that structure for each person.

Recruits would take a codename while in Afg. The codename was religious in origin.
This was based on the fact that in the Koran, the prophet says “their names are aliases and
their aliases are cities (or states).” Soufan says this admonition is in the prophet
Mohammed’s words, giving it special power for these believers. '

Once in Afg., recruits would be taken to an AQ guesthouse. The recruiter would be
informed their recruit had arrived. The recruit would have their money and passport
taken away from them. This was termed “A Manat” or security depository. Soufan said.
good records were kept of these deposits. [Note: This practice led to the fact that many
of the individuals captured in Afg. And in Pakistan had no passports with them at the
time of capture.]

If there was a new terrorist training class starting, the recruit would be taken to the camp
where it was to begin. Once in the camp, the AQ instructors would carefully evaluate
each recruit to see whether they, for example, take orders well and engage in early
prayers indicating their devotion.

Based on the instructor’s evaluation of them, the recruit could be selected for a terror
mission, sent to the front to fight the Northern Alliance, of be sent to become a
bodyguard to UBL.

In 1998, after the embassy bombings and the U.S. missile strikes, UBL closed the Khost
camp. ,



In the 1999-2000 time-frame, the Taliban ordered all camps closed except those run by
UBL. AQ moves al Farouq camp to near Qandahar where it becomes a “mega camp.”

Exit from Afg.

Abu Yasir al Jaziri was an AQ operational facilitator. One of the operativeas’ biggest
problems with getting out was that their visa to Pakistan would expire and they would
then need to get an exit visa. Jaziri would help them to get out.

AQ mobility tactics

Soufan said the FBI knew before 9-11 that AQ was always trying to obtain fraudulent
passports. He cited a number of sources for this belief. In Sept. 1998, he saw evidence
of passport fraud as part of Operation Challenge. He also said that Ahmed Ressam was
told by Abu Zubaydah to get a Canadian passport in order to help carry out the
Millennium plot. Among the tactics he said were:

1. Marry a U.S., British, or Bosnian woman.

2. Use other AQ connections. Soufan said that Abu Zubaydah had a British passport
obtained through a connection of Khallad Bin Attash

3. Establish an AQ facility for producing forged passports. Soufan named the
following individuals as Al Qaeda facilitators. Harun (a Cameroonian) and Fasul;
Osama al Qini, and an individual in Africa, possibly in Tanzania. He said these
individuals reported to al Adel who was in Africa until 1998 when he went to
Qandahar.

Knowledge of AQ use of travel stamps

Soufan said they knew before 9-11 about AQ use of fraudulent passports and travel
stamps. He said AQ used code words.

“Need a suit” =need a passport
“Need some buttons on the suit” = Need travel stamps on the passport
Soufan cited three sources for this knowledge:

1. London — Operation Challenge. Included references to suits and buttons.

2. Albania -- Tirana Plot — and the Stamps. They recovered some stamps from a
Kuwaiti NGO in Tirana. When they broke up this plot in 1998-1999 learned that
the plotters were giving fraudulent Egyptian passports to plotters who were
feeling the heat. They ended up catching a number of operatives, including one
who they caught in Turino, Italy with a fraudulent Yemeni passport.

3. Harun in Nairobi (the manufacturer). Soufan said they recovered stamps scanned
into his computer. '
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9-11 plotters

According to Soufan, Khallad tried to get a visa to come to the U.S. using his Yemeni
passport in April 2000. Soufan said he put on his application that he wanted to go to.
Bethel, Washington.

JKR gquestions late in the afternoon .
Kahtani. Soufan debriefed Kahtani. “his lies ended in a confession. I never asked for a
detailed debriefing of his interview” by Mr. Melendez-Perez, (the inspector who had
Kahtani removed from Orlando Int’l Airport August 4, 2001). “Kahtani did say he told
the inspector he was a used car salesman. Kahtani was deeply religious. Kahtani said he
wore all black to the US so Atta would know who he was. Everyone is Mohammad to
Kahtani, although in the instance of who was meeting him at Orlando, the information is
correct.” [Note: review of the 302s written about these encounters with Kahtani does not
indicate Kahtani “confessed” to being part of the 9-11 plot.]

GMTO questioning. There was a standard litany of questions that were put to all
detainees originally, but doesn’t believe that is now the case. I move in and out of the
detainee interrogations, and the work is run by DOD, so you should ask them. Inever
asked specific travel related questions as a matter of course. '

Evidence of Al Qaeda guidance on getting past US border security. In Pennsylvania,
there was found a notebook. One set of entries is what to say to an immigration
~ inspector. That’s in evidence in the Concordance system. Some of the guesthouses had a

tremendous amount on CDs on American history, maps, computers, and cultural training.

KSM was training on these things.

The role of border security in the war on terror.. Help and assist governments who are
suffering from their own bad documents. DOS did this in Yemen, and has worked well.
The Yemenis were told all the problems with their travel documents. Yemen then
established a computer system and a national id card that is hard to get. Thisid cardis -
also an electoral id. Need the national id to get other ids, like a passport. Thinks INS is
doing a good job; the best they can.
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9/11 COMMISSION TASK FORCE
DOCUMENT DELETION CODES

[As of August 11, 2003]

SOURCE/INFORMANT INFORMATION - Information, the disclosure of which
would tend to reveal the identity of an informant or source where confidentiality is
expressed or implied.

FBI TECHNIQUES AND/OR METHODS - Information on sensitive FBI

techniques and/or methods which would impede or impair the effectiveness of that
technique and/or method.

NON-RELEVANT FBI CASE INFORMATION - Information neither relevant nor
responsive to the Commission's requests.

FBI PENDING CASE INFORMATION - Information which would impede or
jeopardize a pending investigation of the FBI.

STATUTORY - Information legally prohibited from release by statute.

PRIVACY/SECURITY - Information, the disclosure of which would be an
unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy or jeopardize the safety of law

enforcement personnel and/or their family members
Material redacted under this code includes (1) social security numbers;
(2) date and place of birth; (3) home address and telephone numbers;
(4) personnel cell phone and pager numbers

FOREIGN GOVERNMENT INFORMATION - The identity of a foreign
government and/or foreign service to include the names of foreign law enforcement
employees/officials.

NCTA000088228
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—SEERET//NOFORN, ORCON

FBI Executive Summary
Response to October 2003 Vanity Fuir Article,
“Saving the Saudis™

(U//LES) The article in Vunity Fair alleges a group of Saudi royals traveled by air from
Tampa, Flonda to Lexington, Kentucky on September 13, 2001, prior 1o FAA authorization for
these tvpes of flights. It also alleges that a chartered flight left the United States (US) with -
several members of the Binladen family without investigation by the FBL. Both of these
allegations are false. There are many other inaccuracies contained within the article.

(U/ILES) The FBI conducted investigations prior to the departure of six chartered flights,
hired by Saudis wishing to return to Saudi Arabia. None of these flights violated FAA
restrictions. The investigations identified 141 passengers aboard these flights. As air traffic
recovered, numerous Saudis departed aboard commercial as well as other chartered flights.

(U//LES) In reference to the six flights, the FBI and other law enforcement agencies
conducted interviews, database checks und security sweeps prior to allowing any ot the flights to
depart the US. Before departure, all passengers’ identities were confirmed and compared against
watch lists. Investigators verified that there were no unauthorized passengers aboard any flights,
and swept the aircraft and luggage for prohibited items. Further investigation was conducted
following departure where it was determined to be necessary. No information of investigative
value was leamed from the interviews or following the departure of these individuals.

~S77NF,0C) On September 20, 2003, several members of the Binladen Family and their
staff departed the United States on Ryan Air flight #441. One of the passengers, Omar Binladen,
had previously been the subject of a FBI Preliminary [nquiry (PI), because his father, Abdullah
Binladen, has been connccted to World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY), a charity with ties
to terrorism. This PI was closed as no derogatory information concerning Omar Binladen was
revealed. Abdullzh Binladen departed the US sometime in January 2001. Neither case has been
reopened as alleged in the article.

v (U//LES) Investigation of the other passengers yielded no information pertinent to the
attacks of September 11, 2001, or the investigation of Osama Bin Laden. None of the Binladen
family members on this flight had been in recent contact with Osama Bin Laden. All of the
passengers were either half-siblings or the children of half-siblings of Osama Bin Laden. None
of the individuals aboard were suspected of having ties to terrorist organizations.

(U//LES) A chartered flight departed from Lexington, Kentucky on September 16, 2001
with fourteen passengers. Four members of the paity, to include the son of Prince Ahmed Bin
Salman Bin Abdulaziz. arrived in Lexington from Tampa by car. These four individuals had
disobeved the Prince by traveling by car, instead of by jet as the Prince had instructed them.
Hired security personnel. who have been quoted in the article and in interviews with the FBI.
have perpetuated the cover story that the four had flown from Tampa by consistently stating
there was a charter tlight into Lexington. No flights arrived or departed from Lexington on
September 13. 2001. n addition. one of the members of the private protection detail has
confidentally told FBI agents in Lexington the truth about how the four arrived in Lexmgion.

SEERET/NOFORN. ORCON
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Saudi Departures Following 09/]11/2001]

L 09/18/2001 - 09/20/20G1 Bin Laden familv Charter, Ryan Intemational Airlines Flight 441
o 23 Passengers, no children, 20 Passengers were interviewed based upon the
discretion of the FBI.
- A maid was not interviewed.
- The wife and son of Khalil Bin Laden were present durma IRtervIews, but
were not interviewed separately.
. Khalil Bin Laden was interviewed twice prior 1o the depanure date. He then called
the interviewing agent and requested security assistance in getting to the airport. A
third interview was conducted during the ride.
. Searches of the aircraft and passenger luggage were conducted, identities were
checked against the manifest, and record checks were conducted.
L Prior to 09/23/2002, several chartered Nights which contained Saudi passengers drew a
_considerable amount of attention. These flights are summarized below. After 09/23/2002,
an undetermined number of Saudis departed the United States aboard commercial and
chartered aircraft.
# 09/14/2001 Providence Rhode Island Charter flight
. 4 Passengers, no children.
. Extensive investigation including follow-up interviews were conducted into 7007
] 09/16/2001 Jetlease USA Charter flight from Lexington, KY
. 14 Passengers, no children.
. All passengers were identified and confinmed prior to departure. INS, USCS, and
FBI records were checked.
® 09/19/2001 Las Vegas Charter Flights (three ]fﬂi ghts)
. 48 Passengers (three children) on 09419/2001, 18 passengers (no children) on
05/20/2001, 34 passengers (one child) on 09/24/2001
. FBI SAC of Las Vegas made contact with the Saudis at the Hotel prior to departure
and obtained copies of passport and passenger lists.
. Record checks were conducted and interviews were conducted where necessary.
. 5 individuals in the party were interviewed because of information in IIIA.
‘ - 3 departed on 9/19/2001, with no derogatory information in [ITA.
Withheld from public release - One departed on 9/20/2001, with no derogatory information in IIIA

by National Archives and .
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

Following departure of these three flights a2 subpoena was served for telephone records of
the party. No comnections to the 19 hijackers of 09/11/2001 were identified.

We have information about one Saudi Alriine flight which arrived on 09/1072001 in the
course of normal business. This flight was siranded at Newark Intemational in New Jersey
along with all other commercial lights art the time. As of 097132001 the tlight was stil}
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stranded. -

. Investigation was conducted, which inciuded interviews and record checks.
. The passenger list consisted of 26 crew and 92 passengers.

. This flight departed after the flight restrictions were lifted.

. In addition ro Saudis we identified a UAE 747 which departed from Lexington, KY on
09/15/2001. No Saudis were aboard the {light. We have included this information because
the Vaniny Fair article includes a referencz 1o a 747. No children were on board the flight.
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Rvan International Flight 441 (commonl!y referred to as the Binladen familv flight)

Flight route: St. Louis. MO: Los Angeles. CA: Orlando. FL: Washinoton. DC: Boston. MA

Ryvan Intemational Flight 441, Boeing 727, departed United States at approximately 2:03

am EST on 9/20/2001.

Flight 441 originated in St. Louis, Missouri. [t departed on 9/18/2001 at 11:00 am EST,

“with no passengers, and made < additionzl stops:

B Los Angeles, Califomia (landed 12:30 pm 9/18/2001) - 1 passenger embarked,
left on 9/19/2001 at §:00 am.

2. Orlando, Florida (landed 4:12 pn1on 9/19/2001)- 3 passengers + 1 security
representative embarked, left on 9/19/2001 at 6:00 pm.

3 Washington, DC (landed Dulles International 7:36 pm on $/19/2001 )- 5
passengers embarked, left on 9/19/200] at 8:30 pm.

4. Boston, Massachusetts {landed 11:00 pm on 9/19/2001)- 14 passengers + 3
security embarked, first securily representative disembarked, left on 9/20/2001 at
12:30 am.

On 9/20/2001, Flight 441 departed Boston at 12:30 am en route to Paris with a tOIdl of

23 passengers and 3 security representatives and made the following stops:

1. Goose Bay, New Foundland, arrived at 3:18 am and departed at 5:00 am on
9/20/2001

2, Keﬂawk Iceland, amved at 10:54 am and departed at 1:00 pm on 9/20/2001

In Paris, France all passengers disembarked at 6:30 pm on 9/20/2001 and continued to

other destinations. Flight 441 departed Paris with 3 security representatives at 12:01 pm

on 9/21/2001.

From Parts, Flight 441 retumned to the United States with 3 security representatives via:

1 Reykjavik, Iceland: arrived 1:01 pm and departed at 1:31 pm on 9/21/2001.

2 Gander, New Foundland: arrived 2:31 pm and departed at 3:01 pm on 9/21/2001.

3. Cincinnati, Ohio: arrived at 5:07 pm on 9/21/2001

Searches/Investigative Steps: .

¢  FBILA searched Flight 441 on 9/18/2001 prior to departure from Los Angeles,

' CA. Produced negative results.

. FBI Boston searched Flight 441 on 9/20/2001 prior to departure from Boston,
MA. Produced negative results.

a FBI checks, INS checks, Watchlist, and various consent searches were conducted.
Responding Speci | Agents determined 20 of the 23 passengers necessitated
interviews. 22 interviews were conducted of those 20 passengers. Khalil Binladen
had been interviewed a total of three times (refer to Note section). Each produced
negative results.

s Two family members who were accompanying Khalil Bin Laden were not
interviewed.

. A maid who was accompanying the paity of Bin Laden'’s who boarded in Boston

000000009
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was not interviewed

Note:

. Due to concerns for her safety, Najiah Binladen contacted FBI LA on 9/18/2001
to request an escort 10 the airport for her flight out of Los Angeles on 9/19/2001.
FBI LA transported Najiah Binladen to the LAX terminal without incident.

. Voicing similar concems as those of Najiah Binladen, on 9/17/2001, Khalil
Binladen requested an FBI escort for himself, his wife and his son to the Orlando
airport on 9/19/2001. Khalil had been interviewed a total of three times, once
telephonically on 9/12/2001, at his residence on 9/14/2001 and while being
escorted to the airport on 9/19/2001. FBI TP transported Khalil and his family to
Orlando without incident. ‘

Other Agencies involved:
FAA; INS; US Customs; ATF; LAPD; Mass. SPD; Ryan International
Atrlines Security; Signature Flight Support Security

£CQQ00Qo10
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Chartered flight for Saudi Arabian group out of Lexington, Kentucky

° On Sunday, September 16. 2001, at 4:30 p.m., a chartered luxury Boeing 727 aircraft
Janded at the airport in Lexington, Kentucky. The {light was chartered through Jetlease
USA, 3700 Airport Road. Suite 204, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, telephone number 561 -
362-8282.

° “After boarding its passengers. the chartered flight departed the United States during the
evening hours of Sunday, September 16, 2001.

. The passengers included the following fourteen (14) individuals, none of which were
juveniles:
. H.R.H. Prince Ahmed Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz
. H.R.H. Sultan Bin Fahad Bin Salman Abdulaziz
. Ahmad O.H. Al-Biebi

. Hashim Abdelmagid Bashir

. All Ben Mohamed Aouni

8 Jesus Calda

g Jack Rusbridge

. Salah Al-Hammadi

. Ehab Abuagla Salim Mohamed
. Ahmed A M. Al-Hazmi

. Talal M.M. Al-Mejrad ‘

. Mohamed Osman Ahmed El-Marazki
. Aboulsalam A.M. Al-Haddad

. Fahad A A. Al Zeid -

. The plane was scheduled to ly to Goose Bay, Labrador for refueling prior to continuing
on to London, England, and then to Saudi Arabia.

° Searches/investigative steps:

. Prior to departure, FBI Louisville agents together with an officer from US
Customs checked the crew from Flonda and inspected the aircraft. During
boarding, each passenger was identified by passport by a US Customs officer.
Only the 14 passengers listed above boarded the chartered 727.

L] Note:

. Prior to September 11, 2001, a group of Saudi Arabian nationals traveled to
Lexington, KY, to attend the Keeneland horse auctions. Following the terrorist
attacks, members of this group made several unsuccessful attempts to gain
authorization for the usual Saudi government airplane to enter the United States.

As a result. the group made arrangements for a chartered luxurv Boeing 727 from

Florida to fly to Lexington. KY.

. According to 2 SA on site. after the September 11 attacks. H.R.H. Prince Ahmed

37

Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz attempted to arrange for his son and his son’s friends
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to fly from Florida to Lexington. KY on a chartered jet. H.R.H. Prince Sulian Bin
Fahad Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz filed a flight plan in Florida, but that flight plan
was rejected. As aresult, H.R.H. Prince Sultan Bin Fahad Bin Salman Bin
Abdulaziz, Fahad A.A. Al-Zcid, Talal M.M. A-Mejrad and Ahmed A.M. Al-
Hazmi drove to Lexington, KY from Florida. Because this violated an explicit
directive from his father, the Saudi prince and his companions, and their security
detail perpetuated the cover story-that the group had traveled by private jel.
-Lexington Airport Police Chief Scont Lanter confirmed that no planes took off or
landed at the airport until the FAA lifted the ban on flights.

° Other Agencies involved:
. US Customs, Lexington, KY Police Department

TO 1l4-4 000000012
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REPUBLIC OF GABON-FLAGGED (from Las Vegas)

Agencies invol

Chanered Republic of Gabon-flagged DC-8-73, Tail number TR-LTZ, departed
United States on 09/19/2001.

Flight DC-8-73 departed from Las Vegas, Nevada destination Geneva, Switzerland.

On 09/19/2001, Flight DC-8-73 departed with 46 Saudi Arabian Royal Party and
entourage passengers logged at airport prior to departure . There were three (3) Saudi
minors on board aged 11, 9 and 5.

Searches/Investigative Techniques:

Telephone records were provided by Hotel Security on 09/11/2001 and
09/12/2001 regarding Saudi Arabian Royal Party staying at the Four Season's
Hote!l and Caesar's Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada.

On 0971872001, SAC FBI & SAC USSS met with Prince Abdul Majeed Abdu!
Aziz to discuss plans for the Royal Party.

On 09/18/2001, Manifest of Royal Party was provided along with copies of
passports.

FBI and Watchlist checks wcré conducted.

In response to information in [IIA, 3 persons were interviewed on 9/18/2001.

Withheld from public release
S by National Archives and
Records Administration
. under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

ved: _
FBI; USSS; USCS; INS
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CHARTERED (Flight B 727-21 from Las Vegas)
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® Chartered B 727-21, tail number N727PX departed the United States on 09/20/2001.

° Flight B 727-21 departed from Las Vegas. Nevada destination Stamstead Airport
(London), England.

L On 09/20/2001, Flight B 727-21 depamd with 18 Saudi Arabian Royal Party and

entourage passengers log

& No Saudi children on board

Searches/Investigative Techniques:
Telephone records were provided by Hotel Security on 09/11/2001 and
09/12/2001 regarding Saudi Arabian Royal Party staying at the Four Season's

Hotel and Caesar's Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada.

ged at airport prior to departure .

On 09/18/2001., SAC FBI & SAC USSS met with Prince Abdul Majeed Abdul

Aziz to discuss plans for the Royal Party.

On 09/18/2001, Manifest of Royal Party was provided along with co;nes of

passports.

FBI and Watchlist checks were conducted.

1 person was interviewed on 9/18/2001 because of information (which was not

derogatory) contained in [HA. -

| Withheld from public release

Other Agencies involved:

REQ 14-4

FBI; USSS; USCS; INS

by National Archives and
Records Administration -
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58
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AMERICAN TRANS AIR (Flight ATA L-101] from Las Vegas)
® Chartered American Trans Air (ATA) L-1011, Tail number N189AT, departed United
States on 09/24/2001.

° Flight ATA L-100] departed Las Vegas, Nevada destination Charh,s de Gaulle Airport.
Paris, Fz‘ma and London, UK.

° On 09/24/2001, Flight ATA L-1011 departed with 34 Saudi Arabian Royal Party,
including entourage logged at airport prior 10 departure. There was one (1) Saudi minor
aboard this flight aged 16.

Searches/Investigative Techniques:
. Checks conducted against FBI Watchlist and ]IIA produced negative results. |

Agencies involved:
. FBI; LUSCS

REQ 14-4 OQOOOP’J;S
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Northstar Aviation flight to Paris. France from Providence. Rhode Island

REQ 14-4

Pacific Jet Company made a flight reservation for 9/14/2001 1o travel from Providence,
Rhode Island at 11:00 am EST to Paris, France via Northstar Aviation. Type of aircraft is
undocumented. ’

The reservalion was made for 4 individuals: Sheik Mashour A] Ibrahim, Abdullah Al
Shwran, Afy Haffan Soliman, and Younef Brahim Jaballah.

Flight was paid for by Alan Robert Sawaya’s American Express credit card totaling
§75,00.00 for the trip including 1500 Ibs. of luggage at the request of Sheik Mashour Al
Ibrahim’s business manager. Sawaya, who was interviewed on 9/14/2001, 1s 2
stockbroker for CREDIT SUISSE FIRST BOSTON of which the aforementioned are
mem bers.

Rene Lanpoy is a security guard and coordinater oftra» ¢l for Al-Ibrahim and Al-Shwran.
Lannoy made the flight arrangements for the aforementioned individuals.

Searches/Investigative Steps:

o On 9/14/2001, FBI RI[ identified and interviewed, Al Ibrahim, Al Shwran,
Soliman and Jaballah at Northstar Aviation in Warwick, RI.

. [n addition to interviews and ID checks, luggage was searched with negative
results, '

. FBI checks, INS checks, Watchlist, and various consent searches were conducted.

Each produced negative results. .

Extensive investigation revealed no information to suggest travel by Al Ibrahim, Al
Shwran, Soliman and Jaballah within New England was connected to any terrorist or
criminal activity.

Other Agencies involved:
L USCS; USINS:; DCIS; Rhode Island SPD Wanwvick PD; Boston PD; and TF

Green PD

000000016
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PENTTBOM
o 09/1 7/2003
Rvan International Flicht 441 from St. Louis. N O: Los Angeles. CA: Orlando. FL: Washington.
DC: and Boston. MA

Reference allegations about Osama Binladen relatives departing the US before the lifting of flight
restrictions. .

On 09/19/2001, Ryan Intemnational Airlines, flight number 441, was contracted by the Saudi
Embassy to make several stops in the US 10 pick up various Saudi individuals for expeditious departure
from the United States. Ryan International Flight 441 ultimately departed Boston, MA to leave the
country at appreximately 2:05 am EST on 09/20/2001. Flight restrictions had been lifted at this time.

g

Ryan Intermational Airlines flight 441 originated in St. Louis, Missouri and made stops in Los
Angeles, California; Orlando, Florida; Washington, District of Columbia (Dulles); and Boston,
Massachusetts before departing the United States. Flight 441 picked up the following passengers at those
airports:

Name' Departure City [nterviewed by the Case

' ¥BI? Opened? |
Najia Binladen Los Angeles, CA Yes No
Khalil Binladen Orlando, FL Yes ~ |} No
Sultan Binladen ’ Orlando, FL No® No
Maria M. F. Bayma Orlando, FL No’ : No
Shafig Binladen Washington, DC | Yes .| No
Akberali Moawalla Washington, DC Yes No
Omar Awad Binladen Washington, DC Yes No ‘
Kholoud Osama Kurdi Washington, DC Yes No
Badr Ahmed Binladen Washington, DC Yes No
Nawaf Bakr Binladen ! Boston, MA Yes No
Reem Hamza Asar | Boston, MA Yes™ No
Omar Saleh Almadoudi Boston, MA Yes No
Faisal Saleh Atmadoudi Boston, MA “Yes No
Mohammed Saleh Binladen .| Boston, MA Yes No
Salman Salem: Binladen ' Boston, MA Yes , No -
Tamara Khalil Binladen Boston, MA Yes No’
Sana'a Mohammed Binladen { Boston, MA Yeés: No
Mohammed Awed Aljohi ' Boston, MA Yes : No
Hasan Awed Aljoht ' Boston, MA : Yes | No
Suyati B. T. Sumiran Sadar Boston, MA ['No™ No
Faisal Khalid Binladen Boston, MA | Yes No
Salem Al Salem Alyateal Boston. MA Yes No
Almtasim Mazen Alsawwaf | Boston. MA Yes No |

“Sultan Binladen and Maria M.F. Bayma accompanied Khalil Binladen, who had been
interviewed three times. '

“Reem Hamza Asar wase present during the interview of Faisal Saleh Almadoudi.

“"Sadar was not interviewed because she was the maid for the group

Najizh Binladen was escorted by FBI LA 1o a charter terminal at LAX.
Khalil Binladen and his famuly were escorted bty FBI TP 1o the airport in Orlando, FL.

REQ 14-4 . 000000018
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Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration

under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

REPUBLIC OF GABON-FLAGGED (from las Vegas

On 09/11/2001, SA's interviewed management of the Four Seasons Hotel and Caesar's
Palace. Telephone records of the FAISAL BIN ABDULMAJEED party were provided to
SA's by Caesar's Palace Security. On 09/12/2001, telephone records from the Four
Season's Hotel, for the MOHAMAD AL-TAYHA party were provided.

On09/18/2001, SAC[____ |FBILasVegasand SAC[________ |United States
Secret Service (USSS), met with Saudi Arabian Prince ABDUL MAJEED ABDUL AZIZ
and his representatives. The Saudi Arabian's were asked to provide a manifest of their
entire party and photocopies of each person's passport. A total of 69 names with
identifiers were checked against the current FBI Watch List and ran for IIIA reports. No
Watch List matches were discovered.

3 individuals from this flight were intervicwed by the FBI because of the following non-
derogatory information in IIJA:

Withheld from public release
. by National Archives and
Records Administration
. under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

On 09/19/2001, Flight DC-8-73, Tail number TR-LTZ a chartered, Republic of Gabon-
flagged DC-8-73 departed Las Vegas, Nevada with the final destination of Geneva,
Switzerland. The FBI cleared 46 Saudi passengers to board this flight. There were three
(3) children under the age of 18 aboard this flight ages 11, 9 and 5.

. Prior to its departure, the aircraft was swept, perimeter security was provided, and all

persons boarding were matched to a previously-obtained manifest and photocopies of
passports by Agents and Officers of the USCS.

14-4 500000C019

45

NCT2A000088247



46

REPUBLIC OF GABON-FLAGGED (Flight DC-8-73)

Supporting Summary: (Saudi Nationals Boarding Fit. DC-8-73)

Name Date of Birth
Prince Abdulmajeed bin Abdulaziz
Princess Sara bint Abdul Mohsen al-Anyary
Prince Faisal bin Abdulmajeed
Prince Abdulaziz bin Faisal bin Abdulmajeed
Prince Turki bin Faisal bin Abdulmajeed
Princess Sultana bint Ibrahim A. al-Brahim
Princess al-Anoud Bint Faisal
al-Jouharah Moheisen al-Anyary
Mr. Mohammed A. al-Tayari

. Hesham Ahmed Aki

. Amani M. M, al-Sharif

12. Fatimah M. S. Khati

13. Omar Y. M. Taraweh

14. Rogayah H. Sh. Fallata

15. Hussein Abdelrahim

16. Khalid H. A. al-Assaf =y : cr i
= W1 (Y rom pll 1C reiease
v g sl by National Archives and

18. Aisha B. A. Trawi . ' . Records Administration
19. Sultan S. A. A. al-Amri | under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.56
20. H. A. M. Hassan

21. Salma Kassem Daou

22. Norma Tamano

23. Abdallah Issa Zineh

24, Moustafa Maher al-Behidy

25. Hassan Mohammed Abd al-Razek
26. Salah Naser al-Din

27. Medhat Mohammed Rizk

28. Mohammed Shawkat Ali

26. Mohammed A.M. al-Shihiri

30. Talaat Aly Zenhoum

00 N oV A Lo

=4

31. Hayat H.A. al-Hazmi

32. Ali Faizy Delwar

33. Saeedah A.M. al-Mobarak
34. Faisal M.S. al-Harbi

35. Rahma Saeed O. Ali

36. Fatmah S. O. Al

37. Hussein Y.A. Ashmawi

38. Tarig Y. Houthan

39. Badr A. S. Durayin

40. Mohammed A. M. al-Zalran

REQ 14-4 | 000000029
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41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
36.

Khalid A. S. al-Jamili
Medhat Mohammed Tzha
Hassan Sayved Soliman
Samir Saber Soliman
Mansour S. R. al-Harbi
Mohammad S. S. al-Harbi

REQ 14-4
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CHARTERED (Flight B 727-21 from Las Vegas)

. On 09/11/2001, SA's interviewed management of the Four Seasons Hotel and Caesar's
Palace. Telephone records of the FAISAL BIN ABDULMAJEED party were provided to
SA's by Caesar's Palace Security. On 09/12/2001, telephone records from the Four
Season’s Hotel, for the MOHAMAD AL-TAYHA party were provided.

«  On09/18/2001, SAC[_______ |FBILas Vegasand SAC[___ |United States
Secret Service (USSS), met with Saudi Arabian Prince ABDUL MAJEED ABDUL AZIZ
and his representatives. The Saudi Arabian's were asked.to provide a manifest of their
entire party and photocopies of each person's passport. A total of 69 names with
identifiers were checked against the current FBI Watch List and ran for IITA reports. No
Watch List matches were discovered. '

. One (1) individual from this flight was interviewed by the FBI because of the following
non-derogatory information in IITA:
K . On 09/20/2001, 18 members of the Saudi Afabizm_ Royal Party and members of their
entourage armived for the departure of Flight B 727-21, Tail number N727PX, a chartered,
B 727 scheduled to depart Las Vegas, Nevada with the final destination of Stamstead

Airport (London), England. There were a total of 18 Saudi passengers aboard this flight.
There were no children aboard this flight. .

. Prior to its departure, the aircraft was swept, perimeter security was provided, and all
persons boarding were matched to a previously-obtained manifest and photocopies of
passports by Agents and Officers of the United States Customs Service (USCS).

Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58
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CHARTERED (Flight B 727-21)

Supponing Sununary: (Saudi Nationals Boarding Flt. B 727-21)

Name , Date of Birth
Saad M. A. al-Sowailem
Ali Abdulrahman
Moteb R. O. al-Oufi
Waleed S. A. al-Ajroush

Zouheir Karim Chehayeb
Badr Mohamed Hassan

. Ashraf Gharib Taher

. Mohamed Ishak Tolba

by National Archives and
Records Administration

]

2

3

4.

5. Nasser M. A. al-Swelim
6

7

8

9 under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.56

Withheld from public release

10. Hesham Mahmoud Selim

11. Gualberta Glore

12. Hazem Abdu! Karim

13. Gamel Ibrahim al-Talwany

14. Sulaiman E. A. al-Eissa

15. Abdullah D. A. al-Shahrani

16. Mohammed Abdalla Abou Gabil
17. Gilles Gerard

18. Fahd A. S. al-Salem
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AMERICAN TRANS AIR (Flight ATA L-1011 from Las Vegas)

. On 09/24/2001, 34 members of another Saudi Arabian Royal Party and members of their
entourage, Jodged at the Bellagio Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada arrived for the departure of
Flight American Trans Air fATA) [-1011, tail number N189AT, a chartered, L-1011
scheduled to depart Las Vegas, Nevada with an initial destination of Charles de Gaulle
Airport (Paris), France and a final destination of London, UK.. There were a total of 34
Saudi passengers aboard this flight. There was one (1) Saudi minor aboard this flight
aged 16.

¢ . The names of all passengers and associated identifiers on the manifest were checked
against the current FBI Watch List, and ran for potential I[TIA reports. Both checks met
with negative results.

. Prior to departure, the aircraft was swept, perimeter security was provided, and all
persons hoarding were matched to a previcusly-obtained manifest and photocopies of

passports by Agents and Officers of the United States Customs Service (USCS). .

Q00000024
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AMERICAN TRANS AJR (Flight ATA [.-1011)

Supporting Summarv: (Saudi Nationals Boarding Flt. ATA L-1011)

Name

D00 ~NOW» b L
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Princess Medhawi bint Abdulaziz al-Szud

Prince Turki bin Saad bin Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-Saud
Prince Saud bin Saad bin Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-Saud
Prince Sarah bin Saad bin Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-Saud
Prince Alanoud bin Saad bin Mohammed bin Abdulaziz al-Saud
Dr. Badr Hassan bin Shalhoub

Mohammed al-Yahya

Samilrah Hammad

The(illegible) Hammad

. Nouf al-(illegible)

. Luhway Abdul M(illegible)

. Sharif al-Sayed Hegazy

. Ashraf Abou Shakrah

. Tyaha Soliman Karrar

. Agata Ok(illegible)

. Fadhila Rojeb

. Boubaker Bou(illegible)

. Hind K(illegible)

. Zkrea B(illegible)

. Bedrays Ahmed C(illegible)

. Rugalya Adam Mohammed

. Wagd? Abdul Samad Abbas

. Ab(illegible) Yaqoub Aluned

. Greta A(illegible)

. Princess Abta bint Abdulaziz bin Saud

. Mahmoud F. El(illegible)

. Hind Mahla

. Aisha A. Asir? ;

. Gala? Mahmoud Me?w(illegible) Al-Agz
.. Amaar B(illegible) Abdul Mut(illegible)

. Fatima I(illegible) Mohammed N(illegible)jumudeen
. Mumun B. T. A(illegible)min Saleh

. Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz bin Turki 2l Saudi
. Prncess Taghraed bint Abdulaziz al-Saud

51
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Date of Birth

Note: Record checks were conducted based upon the names and identifiers contained in the

identfication documents.
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UN"  ASSIFIED/FOROFFICIALUSEC Y

(LU/FOLO) The Binladen Family

(U//FOUQ) Usama bin Laden (UBL) is a member of a large and wealthy Saudi family.
The family patriarch, Mohammed Awad Binladen, came to the kingdom from Hadramout
(South Yemen) sometime around 1930.'

In Saudi Arabia, UBL's father became a construction magnate, completing
prestigious projects such as the renovation of the holy mosques in Mecca and
Medina. As aresult, the Binladens are a highly respected family both within the
Saudi royal household and with the public.

(U/IFOUQ) There is some confusion as to the total number of UBL’s siblings. '

o Some cite that he is the youngest of some 20 sons, * while others claim he is the

seventh son.’

The total number of his siblings might be 50,° 52,5 or 54.° In an interview, UBL
seened unsure as well, citing that he had 25 brothers—although he could
remember the names of only 20

Nearly all of these siblings are hal{-brothers or half-sisters, as UBL’s father had
multg’ple wives. UBL’s own Syrian mother, Hamida, is cited as having only one
son. : ’

(U//FOUQ) The Binladen family has denounced UBL repeatedly.

e In 1994, the Binladen {amily issued a statement expressing its “‘regret,

denunciation and condemnation of all acts that Osama bin Laden may have
. . P s
committed, which we do not condone and we reject.”

After the attacks on the US on September 11, 2001, the current head of the family,
Sheik Abdullah Awad Aboud Binladen, said “The family has previously
announced its position [to distance itself] from Usama and condemned his acts.

' “A Biography of Osama Bin Laden.” PBS Froatline, 26 September 2001.

* Miller, Judith. “Bin Laden: Child of Privilege Who Champions Holy War.” 14 September 2001.

8 Krushelnvcky, Askold. “Atfghanistan: Who is Bin Laden and What Makes Him Tick?" Radic Free
Europe/Radio Liberty. 14 September 2001.

* Krushelnycky

* Dobbs, Michael. "Bin Laden: A "Master Impresario”.” Washington Post. 13 September 2001.

® Abu-Nasr. Donna. “Bin Laden Aims to Ride "Infidels’.” Associated Press, 15 September 2001.

" Lakshmanan. Indira. “Bin Laden Reponedly Savs He Has Armed Afghanistan.” Beston Globe. 26

September 2001.

S Abu-Nasr.

? “Bin Laden Denounced by His Family.” Independent Television News. 13 September 2001.

UNCLASSIFIED/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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UNC  SSIFIED/TOROFFICIAL USEQ 7

All the family members condemn all violent and terrorist acts, even if Usama is
behind them.”" Sheik Abdullah is UBL's uncle.

(UI/FOTUO) UBL’s own family situation is as unclear as many of the other aspects of his
personal life.

« UBL first married at the age of 17 1o a Syrian girl who was a relative."’

» One source reports that UBL now has at Jeast three wives and more than 20
children.'” Another source says that UBL is married to four women and has 1410
18 children."? o

¢ Inan interview, UBL is reported to have said that he has only three wives, not the
five reported in some accounts. The report said UBL resisted personal questions,
saying only that he has three wives and 16 children."”

'® Tbid.
'+ Biography of Osama Bin Laden.”
* “Bin Laden Still Calling the Shots in War with United States.” Agence France-Presse. 23 September

2001.
3 Abu-Nasr
' Laksiunznan

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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—SECRET//NOFORN

Counterpoints:

(U) The Vanity Fuir article reports the claims of retired Tampa police officer Dan Grossi.
He claims that he and a former FBI agent Manuel Perez provided security for a flight from
Tampa, Florida to Lexington, Kentucky.

(U/ILES) A group of Saudis, who were accompanying Prince Ahmed Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz
had been in Lexington, Kentucky to attend a horse auction. After the terror attacks of September
11, 2001, these individuals made repeated attempts to leave the United States, but were
“unsuccessful until 09/16/2001, when they departed aboard a chartered 727. On 09/13/2001 they
were joined by Prince Sultan Bin Fahad Bin Salman Abdulaziz, and three companions, who
according to an FBI Agent from Lexington, Kentucky RA had arrived by automobile from

Florida.

(U) "In addition, FBI documents marked 'Sécret‘ indicated that two members of the bin
Laden family, which has repeatedly distanced itself from Osama bin Laden, were under
investigation..."

Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

(U) "they left the US without even being interviewed by the FBI"

(U//LES) Of the 23 Saudi passengers aboard Ryan International Airlines charter flight 441,
responding agents determined that 20 individuals needed to be interviewed, 22 interviews were
conducted of these 20 individuals.

(U) "Osama was not the only member of the immense bin Laden familv--there are more
thag 50 siblings--with ties to militant Isiamic fundamentalists.”

—SECREF/NOFORN
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SECRETF//NOFORN

(UYLES) There were no siblings of UBL's with ties to Militant Islamic Fundamentalists aboard
the flight.

(U) Richard Clarke: it was either the State Dept or the FBI who initiated the request for
the Saudis to depart.

“(U) Allindications are that the Saudis initiated these flights on their own initiative.

(U) "Meanwhile, the Saudis had at least two other planes on call. Starting in Los Angeles
on an undetermined date, one of them flew first to Orlando, Florida, where Khalil bin
Laden boarded. From Orlando, the plane continued to Dulles International Airport,
outside Washington, DC, before going on to Boston's Logan International Airport on
September 19, picking up members of the bin Laden family along the way."

(U) See summary for Ryan International Airlines flight _441 and timeline.

(U) "Other stops for the Saudis are said to have included Houston, Cleveland, and
Newark."

(U//LES) No FBI records of any such flights coﬁld be located to confirm or refute this allegation.

(U) "Khalil bin Laden, who boarded a plane in Orfando that eventually took him back to
Saudi Arabia, won the attention of Brazilian investigators for possible terrorist
connections. According to a Brazilian paper, he had business connections in the Brazilian
province of Minas Gerais, not far from the tri-border region, an alleged center for training

terrorists.”

(U//LES) Khalil Bin Laden's wife, Isabe] Bayma is from Brazil. He undoubtedly has business
connections in Brazil. Even if we assume that the reports in the article are true, they do not
indicate a connection to terrorists. There is no indication in FBI records that there is a
connection between Khalil Bin Laden and terronst training in the tri-border region.

(U) "...but the documents show that the file ou Abdullah and Omar yas reopened on
September 19, 2001, while the Saudi repatriation was still under way. 'These documents
show there was an open FBI investigation into these guys at the time of their departure,’
says David Armstrong, an investigator for the Public Education Center, the Washington,
DC, foundation that obtained the documents."

Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

—SECRET,/NOFORN
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EBI Statements attributable to the FBI:

(U) "I can say unequivocally that the FBI had no role in facmtatmo these flights one way or
another " SA John lannarelli

(U//LES) True, we did not facilitate the flights, but we did "escort" Saudls 1o their flight on two
separare occasions for flight 441.

(U) "According to FBI spokesman John [annareili, FBI counterterrorism agents pursuing
the investigation were stranded all over the country, unable to fly for several days. Yet
now the same counterterrorism unit was effectively acting as a chaperone for the Saudis.

(U//LES) Agents were stranded even after the flight restrictions were lified due to the backlog of
passengers. Agents did provide security escorts for members of Bin Laden family who were
afraid for there life. These two statements were made separately by John Tannarelli,

(U) " According to The New York Times, bin Laden family members were driven or flown -
under FBI supervision first to a secret assembly point in Texas and later to Washington.

From there, the 7Times reported, they left the country when airports reopened on
September 14. The FBI has said the Times report is 'erroneous.'”

(U) The FBI response to the times article is accurate.

—SECRET/NOFORN

58


http:accura.te

59

: —SEERET/MNOFORN
Indirect or Unofficial FBI Statements:

(U) Richard Clarke: "Somebody brought to us for approval the decision to let an airplane
filled with Saudis, including members of the bin Laden family, [eave the country. My role
was to sayv that it can't happen until the FBI approves it. And so the FBI was asked--we

had alive connection to the FBI--and we asked the FBI to make sure that they were . |
satisfied that everybody getting on that plane was someone that it was OK to leave. And
they came back and said ves, it was fine with them. So we said, 'Fine, let it happen.'"

(U) This is an indirect quote of an unknown FBI representative. We do not know who made the
- alleged FBI statements. ‘

(U) "Altogether, about 140 Saudis were on the flights, according to an FBI source."

(U//LES) In the several flights we have identified there were 2 total of 141 Saudis whe lefi the

country between 09/16/2001 and 09/24/2001.

(U) "In fact, the FBI had been keeping an eve on some of the bin Ladens. A classified FBI
file examined by Vanity Fair and marked 'Secret' shows that as early as 1996 the bureau
had spent nearly nine months investigating Abdullab and Omar bin Laden, who were
iovolved with the American branch of the World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY)..."

Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.58

(U) "But, according to Dale Watson, the FBI's former head of counterterrorism, such
investigations into Saudis in the United States were the exception. 'If allegations came up.
they were looked inro,' ke savs. 'But a blanket investigation into Saudis here did not take

1y

place.

-SEERET/NOFORN

REQ 14-4 . ' 000000033
- NCT2000088261



60

—SECRET//NOFORN
(U) "At times, the Saudis who had assembled for departure tried to get the planes to leave
before the FBI had even identified who was on them. ' recall getting into a big flap with
Bandar's office about whether they would leave without us knowing who was on the plane,’
says one FBI agent. 'Bandar wanted the pIan'e to take off, and we were stressing that that

HARRL]

plane was not leaving until we knew exactiy who was on it.

(U//LES) The FBI did identify the passengers in all instances and interviewed those where an
investigative interest existed. There is no indication in the documentation of these incidents that
the Saudis were uncooperative in any way. In fact, passenger lists and copies of passports were

provided by the Saudis. Additionally, scveml consent searches of bags and the aircraft were

conducted.

(U) "In the end, the FBI decided it was simply not practical to conduct full-blown

investigations. 'They were identified,’ says Dale Watson, 'but they were not subject to
seriaus :nfnrv;ewc or inter rna"_)t!nnq ' The hureau hag declined to releace their identities

(U//LES) No investigative decisions were based solely upon practicality. In some cases these
individuals were interviewed days prior to the {light and in one case, multiple interviews were

conducted.

(U) "An FBI agent says that they had a right to leave and that bemg related to Osama did
not constitute grounds for investigation."

(U) Without knowing the identity of the FB1 Agent who allegedly made this comunent, we
cannot determine the basis for the comument.

(U) "A number of experienced investigators expressed surprise that the Saudis had not
been interviewed. 'Certainly it would be my expectation that they would do that,’ says
Ofiver 'Buck' Revell, former associate deputy director of the FBL."

—SECRET OFORN
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Senator Feinstein's Questions

1. Sen. Feinstein believes there are inconsistencies in the FBI's statements as portrayed in
the Vanity Fair article.

VWhich of the article's statements, attributed to the FBI, are accurate and which are
inaccurate?

There are three official statements referenced in the article. While some are misconstrued {from
their original context they are accurate. '

2. Who (which department of the government, etc.) initiated and authorized the departure
of the Saudi citizens? 1f it was not the FBI, who informed us about the situation?

Unknown. Any decision regarding departure of aircraft would have been made in concert with
the National Command Authority.

H i Ten # T élhn Qaved? ~félnnma ned ~nC el ¥7T &
3. Hew many planes were involved in transporting the Saudi citizens out of the U.S.

we have the manifést(s)? How many people were on those planes?

(Reportedly, Richard Clarke recently testified on the Hill that he knew of only one plane
involved. Clarke also stated that he did not know if the FBI interviewed anyone on the
plane). '

)

T ™o
. U

We have detailed several flights which departed shortly after flight restrictions were lifted. There
were 141 Saudis aboard these flights. We have a passenger list and/or manifest from each of the
flights in question. Once air traffic was restored there were numerous commercial and chartered
flights which transported Saudis from the country.

4. Did the FBI conduct any follow-up investigation (interviews, etc.) of the people on the
plane (or who were believed to be on the plane)? Ifso, was the Saudi Arabian government
cooperative? '

Yes. Inaddition to interviews, consent searches, record checks, and review of identification
documents, further investigation was conducted where warranted. There is no indication that the
Saudi government was uncooperative. In fact, passenger lists and copies of passports were
provided by the Saudis.

5. What role did the FBI play in this whole affair?
a. Did we conduct "extensive™ interviews of the Saudi's involved?

Some individuals were extensively interviewed others were not.

b. Did we conduct interviews at locations other than the airplane/airport of the Saudi
citizens who were trying to leave the U.S.?

Yes. Severzl of the interviews were conducted at residences in the days prior to the flight.
Agents went to various hotels and residencés prior to the flight to obtamn passenger lists and other

REQ 14-4 000000026
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"SAVING THE SAUDIS",

BY CRAIG UNGER
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documentziion in édéiiion 10 the intarviews.
¢. Did the FBI conduct any other "hackground™ investigations into those on the plane(s) or
believed to be on the plane(s)? [fso. what did our efforts consist of?

As described in our answer to number four. the FBI{ conducted interviews. consent searches.
record checks. and reviews of ideatification documents. Further investigation was conducted
where waranied. including follow-up interviews and analvsis of telephone and iravel records.
* No direct connection to the 09/11-:2001 terrorists was established.

6. What other agencies worked with the FBI in regards to this situation? What was each
of their roles?

INS. USCS, UUSSS, Rhode fsland State'Police: Massachusetts State Police, Wanwick, Rhode
[sland Police Department, Boston Police Department all participated in conducting interviews,
verifying documents and conducting searches.

REQrA4=4-4 ' 000000038
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SAVING THE SAUDIS

: Just da afterglll wealﬂ:ySandlAmbmns, ~E
mcludmg memhem of the bin Laden family, were whisked -
“~ . “out of the US:on private jets. No one will . *
adm:ttoclmrmgtheﬂlghrs, andthepassenge:swemnt
-  questioned. Did the Bush family’s long -
relaunnshlp wnh the Saudxs help) mak 2 it happen

BY CRAIG IINGE!I

- ——— -
,

- L L

e dting of Moo Preses it anee Soptvmbar JF e
ol g Wegegreakl cadls CThe GEbed o ] owag et Do os
0 o nsd P g s Sinders iaom [ YT R B Forstiead W lun sty - 0 The atiacks an
ol 1IN M et 7T oy T TR W T vl oohe P tapad Neciiesn Nasmmsiranon
1 Lar LA 4 1l |+ i ol I sl %y 1l e
R LA L t b t fiuhintcin i ' < &
I 1o b, vl uez anei s RE | Wit I nual N
L 1 o v dure g oA
" 1 « N7 ] L) %
‘ -_I. i | i
i i L i ¥ .
& . g
o i \abii
‘ R
T \yipe
I’ Wl ber
T

0090C00042



e |
ou The

e Wonhit beoilicr, Sest e

Neverthelens, at 1738 o
13, Dan Grossy recored huy phone i
He s tatd the Sandis weald b defineed
1 Ru-theon Sarpert S2rices. g pricaie han-
g at Toapa hsernationa At

When he and Peres miet at the s,
vroman kinghed at Grosse for even tink-
ing he would ba ing that dav. Cominer-

cul thebts had ~lovds begon 1o resume, but
at 1057 wnr the BA AL had ssied ancth-
¢raetee 10 rmen, o rennnder ihat pr-
vitie aviabon was sull prolbited  Theee
private planes wioluled the ban that da
and i eacl case w pair of jet Hghiers
qusckly Jorced the wrarafy dosn. As far
a5 provale planes were cnncerned. Amen-
ciwas stull rounded 1 aas wold g woukld
take White House appioval” sivs Gross

Then one of the pilets arrved. “Here's
vour plane” he tald Grossi “\Whenever

you're ready to po ™

nbeknownst v Dan Grossi, Prince

Bandar bin Subtan, the $2.yvearald

-Saudi Arabian ambassador 10 the
Uuited States, had been in Washingion
vrchestating the exodus of about 140 Sau-
dis seattered thronghout the country wha
were members of, or close 10, lwo enor-
mous famiiics. One was the House of Saud,
the famuly that rules the Roval Kangdom of
Saudi Arabia and that. owing © its vast ol
reserves, s the richest fanuly in the world,
The other was the ruling family’s friends
and allies the bra Ladens, who, in addison
1o ow ning 1 muldti-hillion-dollar constriction
conglomerate, had spawned the notorous
tersorist Osama bin Laden, Thiunks o the
bin Ladens’ extremely clase relatianship
with the House off Saud. the famuly's huge
construction company, the Saudi Binladin
Group, had won contracts 10 restore the
holy mosques in Mecca and Medina, Iwo
of the greatest icons in all of Islam.

The repatriation of the Saudis s far
more than just 1 case of wealthy Arabs
being granted special status by the White
[{ouse under extraordinary conditions. For
one thing, in the two years since Septeme
ber 1L a number of highly placed Saudis,
including both hin Ladens and members of
the royal fnuly, have come under fire for
their alleged roles 1 financing tenonsm.
Four thousand relatives of the victims of
O/ have Diled 3 S1 tollion civil sant in
Washington, D C.. charging the House of
Saud. the bin Ladens. and hundreds of oth-
ers with wreagiul death. conspiracy. and
rackateering for having contrnbuted tens of
muthons of dollirs o churtties that aere al-
Qaeda froms, Newsweck has reportedd that
Prince Bandar's ware, perhaps uneaiingly.
sent theasuds of doblus o charites tha
ended npranding the acRers fnadiditon,

FB i documeniz marked Necie:

that toer memb s of the b Laden lup
Aluch hasrepeatenily dstanced nselt 1
Osemu bin Laden, were under snvesine-

nea by the bureau for suspected wssena.

uans ol en Llemie chants deenate! o
2Nl uenrt aronp

Mest recentd m Jals e adminustianen
ashe d Congreas 1o wiihhold 2% pages of ns
Articial repar ea 9, 11 Accanding

iy

5 that

Feports. tie clussied secnon cha
there were bes hetreen the hyjachers and
ted Saadis, O al-Bavoumir and Osama
Bussnan, whoo had Goancial relatonships
vath members of the Saudr government.
Saudivfficale deny that therr government
wis inny vy linked foihe attacks - The
Suaudis have asked thint the pages be declas-
sified sa they can refute them, but Presi-
dent Bush has refused.

Terroristn experts say that the Saudis
who were in the U'S imnediately afies the
attacks mght have heen able 10 shed hght
on the structuze of al-Oaeda and 10 provide
valuable leads lor imvestigaung 9/11 And
yel, aceordmn 1o sources who particinaled
in the repasnaton: they lelt the US. with-
out even beng mterviewed by the FB L

OMeidlly, the White HMHouse declined 1o
comment, and 1 source inside asserted
that the fights never ook place. However,
former hugh-ievel Bush-admmsirauon offi-
cials have told lanuy Feur otherwise.

How was 1t possible that, just as Presi-
dent Bush declared a no-holds-basted glob

ab war on terror that would send hundreds

of thousands of US. troops 10 Alghanistan
and [raq, und just us Osama bin Laden be-
came Public Enemy No. | and the wrgel
of a worldwide manhunt, the White House
would expedite the departure of so many
potential witnesses, including two Jozen el
atnes of the iman behind the wtack uself?

he nc:dent is parucalarly important
in light of the special relationship the
Saudis have Jong had with the United
States—and the Bush family in particular.
For decades. Saudi Arabia huas been one
of America’s two muost powerful allies in
the dMiddle East. not to mention an enor-
mous source uf oil. The Bush family and
the House of Saud. the two most power-
ful dynasties in the world, have had close
personal. business. and poliucal ties for
more than 20 vears. {n the $0s. when the
elder Bush was vice president. he and
Prince Bandir became personal friends.
Together. they Jobbied thraugh massie
LS aums sales o the Saudis and partic-
pated in crineal forewn-pohey tentures
In the 1991 Gulf War the Saudis and the
eider Bush weie allies.
[ the private <ecior. sh
ad Harkes Bneres, a an

panc g shieh Gearze W Bush was an

Natdis suppoi-

eehng ™ com-

wvestar Mosi recenily, ima presideni

Gearpe THOW sk and frmes seogy,,
ol state James A Baker 1L b .
allz. b e appeared belore Saudis w fupg,
rsers kor the Cailyle Grovp aryediee .

longsi,

Pizeest preatte wguiy irmon the wodd 7,

Sasiermer president Bush contio
serne ag o senier aduser 19 the tirm,
ineators allegedly iclude o Sauds accug
of s 1o [Crrorist SUPPOLL 2roups

Sy al eaws been very dear that thene
are dccp' es betveza the Bush Gy g
the Saudiz sins Chardes Lewis, head yf
the Centet for Public Tategntz, & Washing.
lon. D.C.. toundaton thal enamines issuzy
of cthucs in uoverminent, "t creates i cred.
bty problem? When it comes 10 the v
on terrot, 4 ot of people have 10 be waop.
dening why we are concerned about some
countiies and not others. \Why does Saud
Arabia get a pass?”

na hunud July day, Nad al-Juber, Jie

rector of nformation for Saudi Aru-

bia. sits in his office m the Saudy
Erbasey sy Washinglon anyd regalis dhe
morning of Septerber 11, 2001 Like many
peeple, al-Jubeir was on s way 1o work
thut morming, and 2s snon as he heard that
a secand plane had crashed wito the seith
tower of the World Trade Center, he real-
1ized that terrorists had attacked

Over the nest few days, the Saudt Em-
bassy was in wrmoid. Inhocent Saudi cit-
1izens in the Uited States were arrested.
“That created an issue,” al-Jubeir says.
“How do we protect the Saudis who are
bemg rounded up? Our concern was the
safety of Saudis here in the United States ™

[rudalty, Prince Bandar had hoped that
early reports of the Sauds role 1y the at-
tacks had been exaggerated—atter all. a)-
Qureda terronst operatves were kKnown 10
use fatse passports. Bur at {0 raon the
evenmg of September 12, about 36 hours
after the atacks. a high-ranking C.1LA. offi-
cial—according 1o Newsieeck, it was prob-
ably C.LA. director George Tenet—phoned
Bandar and gave him the bad news: 15 of
the {9 hijackers were Saudis,

Alter two decades as ambassador. Ban-
Jdar had long been the most recognizable
fizure from his country in Amenca. Wide-
Iy known as “the Arab Gatsby,” with his
trunined gaatee and utored Jdouble-breast-
ed suits, Bandar embodied the conwradic-
tons of the modein. jet-setting. Western-
leaning member of the 1oyal House of
Saud. He knew that pulilic relations had
never heen more crucial jor the Saudis

With the help of P.R. wiant Burson-
NMassieller, Bandar launched an snterpaunon-
abmedia bz, He placed ads in newspapers

acrosz the countrs condermnimg the atacks
iazng NadsoAzabi fam thems

amd
On

i l € o . L, " U™
somts Naedi ana woould anpart Ama

he hemmerad home the samic
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. Golden 'Chain,” a list of wealthy ¢

ci oty fght againg lur)rm
juckers could not cven by cons

Saudis, he asseried. because "uw e

wingdeor. the goverament and the ;
of Saudi Arabua. refuse 10 have s
soi allliated with ierronsm o be o nns-
ed o our country ™ Thut included 11 i
bin Laden, Bundar said. sitce the 2w
ment had taken awway his passpoii onee-
Sponse Lo hus erorist acus itics

sama bin Laden, however was « Sau-
di, and not just any Saudi Buindae
knew the membérs of his pronmen
family well. “They e ceally fovel buimnan
betngs” he told CNNL “[Osdama] 1s the onin
one.... I met him only once! The rest ol
them are well-educated, successiui hosane n-
men, icolved in a ot of chantizs, It e
tragic. .. He's caused them a lot ot pan ™

The bin Laden tamily neatly exempline:
the dilemma the United States faces i s
refations with Saudi Arabia On the one
hand, the bin Ladens are products «f Wih-
Babi fundamentabism, o puritaineai isian-
ic sect that has hetped make Saudi \rabia
a ferule breeding ground for terransis ¢ on-
trary W populur bebel, Osama was naot the
only member of the immense bin Faden
fannly there are more than 30 sib-
lings—with ties to militant
Iskimic fundamentabsts. As
early as 1979, Mahrous
bin Laden, an older half-
brother of Osama’s, had be-
friended members of the mil-
itant Muslim Brotherhood
and had played. perhaps un-
wittinglv, a key role in the
NMecea Affair a violent upiising =
against the Touse of Saud n 1979
which resulted in more than 100 deaths

Later, the Saudi Binladin Group he-
came part of what was known us “the
Suudis
who nurtured al-Qaeda at its inception in
the lale 80s, some tinie hefore it was per-
ceived as an international threat.

On the other band, the min Ludens
years ago had disassociated themselves
from Osama andlus horrilic lerrorist acts
These were the Saud:r billionaiies who
banked with Citigroup, invested with Gokl-
man Sachs and Merrill Lynch, and did
business with sucl icons of Western cul-
ture as Disney, Snapple, and Porsche.

R

he voung bin Ladens and members of
the tHouse of Saud who were hving 1n
the United States i Sepleniber 200}
were mosthy studezow adending high sehoo!
or college and vounyg professionals Several
bin Ladens had atended Turs Ui
near Boston. Sanz bin Laden had gran-
ated Trom Wheelock Cotlege, i Sosion
Abduiluh bin Laden. 4 vounger brodhier o

v AL T

Parnal s 0

boche
Feal ale

g Bllg Pe b too the £ uanes!
States Ko gi P bt Topoay hies 3o aand
doeousii e Ol e frequenited Man
hattan saghrchibv g fey than

Coor meniziliy lies Y 2 reponiond

v spent el ST0000 N W
at b b \epue
houtique He elocred] o st
in the onted States Buat hall-
hrothier Khahl Bintadin deciced

o wEy 4% 1
vt BMdrin, v

;:i'; 1

ir o Tagh e :
has o Brazban wre, had been

appomted Bl honormy

s ulwuys been

ver  clear that there are deep

hes between the Bush family

and the Saudis. It creafes a -
credlbllliy pmblem

consul 1 hid-
da. though he also

owns a sprawhng 20-ucre este m Winte

Garden. Flenda, near Orlando.

As I the Saudi roval tamiiy, its mem-
hers were seatiered across the United Saes
Sonie had gone o Lexington. Kenudky,
for the Septemser bone ductions, which
were suspended on September T but re-
sumed the neat dav, Saudi prince Ahmed
Salmuai oegular m Leungion. st ed and
hought twa hoerses for 312 nullion on Sep-
sember 12 7L am a businessman.” Salmae
sand. L have :'..»"mn" W do with the athe
stull, Dot ae badly as any Amencan ™

Others el aare personally threnened
Shortle aier the attechs, one of Osasia b
Laden’s Mothans fannealls caited the Naua
Fazbasss o Washiigion seckimg rrosecoer
Fie wa: the Wate
sdoor K
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OIL IS FORGIVEN
Sauch Arabia’s foreign minister,
Prince Saud al-Fasal, and President
Bush in the Oval Office nine doyw'
ofter the 9711 altocks

the Bushes that rouls set o apaat
When Geotge [, Rash became viee
prestdent n JINE Baodar sasw b fo
what he was--a beans odliman who had
cnormous respect for the Saadis™ vast ol
reserves and was not a knee-jerk defender
ot Israel. The two began to have tunch
regularly, and i the mad-Sts. ata ume
whon the press was assiding Bush as o
Twomp Bandar staged an extravagant

sonree in tus hones
After Bush beeame president an 98y,
Handar acied ax an envey between
and Saddam Hlussem, assuning Bush that
the LS. could count on Saddan io prosade
dbumark szt estrenust Islamie funda-
\vgest 9900 atter fiag me
vaded Kamar, Baedar iomned Bush at thye
president’s Lanly icticat i Keniebunh-
noin Maine, where ibe tvo men discussed
e daadam N

mentahsme o -
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months l.n\r

urgiez. Bandar
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LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
Then president Gﬂnlg.r H W Bush
and lws good frend Prince Bandar

{m the pink heoddren) in Washingion,
DI, August 9, 1989

the 1ES would hapd over torhe Saudis any
capred al=Qacda operante wha could not
he made fo cooparae mplany that the
BeCessary to

st suspedts o ks Noad sl buber savs he

docs not know b Pomee Bandan aod the
tme the bin Ladens
Arabia

presadent discuased
A other Saudis ok 1y Soedy
ali the
~ame day

ut the job heg o to set done

~ame In Tampo,

that Bandar and Bush were meeting
mothe White Housel preare i estigator
wd Manieel Perer
men. b appag-
Then the
B Naudis

- the

i Linows savi, b
Lansd unpf thies Soands
avhoan thesr earls 2o
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sdefea:
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Lter i
s Said o hae

nothe s ol s Sauds oy coanmardu
e the Saudi Laeby:

v shair alenuiios The Tishune ceporied
1 the reguest 19 repatnate the Sau-

dihael bern made by g different Seudt

roval, Prnce Sultan tun Fahad

According te Grossi, about an
hour amd 43 nunutes after takeol?
they fanded, at Biue Grass Airpost
m Levington, There the Saudis waie
grected by an American who ook
custody of them and helped them
with therr bagpage. On the tarmac
was a Boeing 747 with Arabic writ-
Cng on i apparently waiting to ke
them bk e Saudr Arabre "Ny under-
staneding s that there were other Sauwdis
m Kentucky buying racehorses af tha
e and they wete gomg o Iy hack G
wothicr ™ GIosst savs

he Tampa-io-Lexington fight, which
was reported in the Tampa Tribune
October 2001, is the only document-
¢ cocrdent in which Saudis had been
gianied access 1o Amernican mrspace when
N cizens wae sull restricted fom fly-
g prvately—access that requued special
Loscrament approval.
Flow did the phantom flight from Tampa
el panmssion to take off 7 At the tme, the
a0 denied the Hlight had taken place
b s notan our Joes.” Chris Whne. a
sivhesman for the FLALAL told the Tampa
“It didu't occur ™ On the record.
House dechned o comment. hur
M ache asourse there snd the adnunesies
a5 confident thin no secret ihghis ook
ad chat there
Cile Whue Honse
o Nad
B T the renatreanon B D appened

st anghe N zoverment”

lhe \\ ln

e

was 0o evidenee 10 sug-

had authored

s Accendimg ai-Tubq,

sonn e Bighe e vt e an the

L the Sauh
atnd Prance Randar's

o dechned o con-

The process began in the bowels of ¢he
\Whie House. At the tme, the Bush yq.
ministzation was holed up in the Sttuays,
Room, a smull undergreund sun® with
plush, [8-hu-18-fuot cenference fom in the
West Wing. Lne hinis connecied the room |
occupants i the FB L, the State Depurt.
ntent, and other relevant sgencies. Vie,
Presigent Dick Chenes, Nzx(xonul-Sccur:l_:-
Adviser Condeleezza Rice. and other offi.
cizls hunkered down and devoured el
gence, Hoping (G ascentain if other terrony
attacks had been plunned. The most poser.
ful oMcials in the adnsinisication came andg
went, among them Celin Powell, C.ILA di-
rector Geored Tenct, and Defense Scers-
tary Donald Rumsfeld.

Within the cramped confines of that
room, the White House terrorism czar,
Richard Clarke, the head of the

of the National Security Council,
chaired an nngoing crisis group
making hundreds of decisions re-
lated 10 the artacks. A (rue \Wash-
ington ranty, Clarke was a civil ser-
vant who had ascended to the highest
levels of pulicymiking. As charactenzed
in The Age of Sucred Terror, by Daniel Ben-
jamin and.Steven Simon, Clarke was u
man who broke all the rules. Beholden to
neither Republicans nor Democrats, he re-
fused to atend regular National Security
Council statl inectings, sent insulling
e-mails 10 his collcagixcs. and regularly
worked outside normal bureaucratic chan-
ncls. One of vnly wo senior directors fron
the administration of the ¢lder George
Bush who were kept by Bdi Clinton, Clarke,
abrasive as he was, had contuued to rise
because of lus genius for knowing when
and how to push the levers of power.

In the days immediately after 9/ {1 —he
doesu’t reniember exactly when—Clarke
was approached in the Siwnation Room
about quickly repatriating the Saudis

“Somebody brought 1o us for approval
the decision 10 Jet an airplane filled with
Saudis, including members of the bin Laden
family, leave the country,” Clarke says. "My
role was to say that it can’t happen until
the EB.L approves it. And so the FB.L. was
asked—we had a live connection to the
EB.l—and we asked the FB.L 10 make sure
that they were satisned that everybody get-
ting on that plane was someone that it was
O.K. to lemve. And they came back and said
ves. it was fine with them. So we said. ‘Fine.
let it happen.”” Clarke. who has since left
the government and now runs a consull-
ing firm in Virginia. «dds that he does not
recall who initiated the request. but that 1t
was prohablyv etther the EBLL or the State
Depariment. Both agznaies deny playing
1 did
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BLOOD TIES

From left: Osama bin Loden; his nicce

' Wafah in London, 2003, his brother

Bokr, ceater, with King Fohd, left, circo 1992;
Oscma’s half-brother Yeslam, 2001

ciates were assembling in vaions focatons.
Accarding to The New Yink Times, bin
Laden Tamily members were diiven or
flown under FB.E supeevision first 1o 4
secret assembly pomt an Teaas and e
to Washington. From there. the Times re-
ported. they left the country when airpons
reopened on September 14 The FB.L has
said the Tines report is “erroneous.”
Meamvhile, the Saudis had at keast Lwo
other planes on cull. Stating in Los Ange-
les on an undeternuned date, one of them
MNew first o Orlando. Floruda. where Khali
bin Laden boarded. From Oilande. the
plane conunued v Dulles Inicination:
Adrport. outside Washington, D.C., before
going on 1o Boston'’s Logan Inwrnauenal
Alrport on September 19 pickung up mem-
bers of the tui Laden nndy along the way
Qther stops for the Saudis are sad 10 have
included Houston, Cleteiand. and Newark.
Altegether about 140 Ssudin weie on the
ihights, seconding 10 wm FR T <ource.

By ilas umie. the locidown on airtrav el
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Richiwid Clad e appre al hos iepats o
the Saudis fad becn conditonad up o
o Fasked Jthe 151

FBI 5 setpag
o Mk sure L s - ny :1'..'1ppi‘opn;ll-: i
Fashaed them of the
any olyecton ta e cntne event—ie Saa

leaving.” he sae

craft were bunned hom flyving ™ Clinke
adus that he assumed the FBIL had vetted
the b Ladens prion o September 17
have no ides if they Jdid a good job” he
says. 1'm not w any pesinon (o second-
suess the FB LT

In fact, the FR 1 had been keeping an
eye on some of the bin Ladens. A cliss
fied 1B L. file exanuned by baun: Far and
maurked “Secret” <hows that as early as
1996 the burean had spent nearly nine
manths mvesngating Abdullah and Omr
bin Laden, who were involved with the
Amernican branch of the World Assembly
of Muslimy Youth (waary), a charity that
has published wriungs by Islamic scholar
Sayad Quib, one vl xama bin Ladens m-
teliectual influences. Buw according 10 Dak
Wason, the TB Ly former head of coun-
terterrorism. such nvestigations nto Sau-
s n the Unied States were the exception
~1f ailegatons came up. they were loohed
mte” he savs “But o blanket investigation
into Saudis here did net take place.”

At umes, the Saudis who had assembled
tor departure tried 10 get the planes w-leave
betore the R8I had even idenufied who
was on thens, "l ol 2etimg into a b
oty Bandar's eilice about whethe: o
wourld leave withovt us knowing who s
cae B agem
woiabe ol and we v e
I

Lphaee ras not e i

S he plane” s
saitedd the p

~tesang sha
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SIS GISC cin B oomade ihat neather 1

Saudh roraly sl
knowangly i werrorigs T f
al-uedn ther  Bracine s o ovesthr e the
Sandi goverminent,” savs N al-Juber the
Saudi Embas< ~pokesperson " Poople sae

Ledens nor “he
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we pay [al-Qacdad off, but that's ssmply not
the vase. Why would we support peaple wh
wint (o overthiow our own govermment”"”

Nost of those who were leaving were
either students o young husinessimien The
b Ladens, moreoten. had torcefelly hro-
hen with Osann by issuing o statement e
pressing “condemnation of s sad event,
vhuch resulied mthe foss of many mnocent
men. women. and children, and which con-
uaicts our Ishime faith”™ An FU 1 agent
sivs that they had a nght to leave and that
being related o Osama did not constuge
grounds for imestigation,

ut 9711 was arguably the biggest crime
w Amencan fustory Nearly 004 pe-
ple had been Killed, A global mabiuit

- of unprecedenied propornons was under

way. Atternes General John Asheroft had
asserted that the government had “arespon-
sibihity 1o use vrers legal means at vur Jdis-
pozal 10 present Turther terrerist avin e by
takimg peopic mi cusiody who have =i
lated the [aw and who may pose s+ thieat
to Amernca’ Al over the countis Niabs
were being tounded up and intenogaed
By the weebend aner the artacks Asbee

iad alreads sioresad droaden
FB17s power i st foregnats, vLoiae
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aaroand chocks, Some soes
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IHiveggen,

=l SHE e ik

Lo,

thy ¢
e Les Hare G
mie b il and o e
wese lmakedl upon Saomies
hackground In

iears i

f'li Yoot

HI SRCT RS

GULF PARTHERS ;
Crown Prnce Abdullah, i

Dick Cheney in Jidda,
March &, 2002,

Vg, MeVeigh's tunily he-
came J center of atienton

T conld ufficals by-
paess such an clemenal and  SEEE.
touting patt ol an mvestis ~
gatwn during an unpiecedented b
n.l.lnn.zi-mqur:} catastrophe ' A L
very least, wouldn't relitives huve beven able
to pruvide some information abaut Lans
finances, ussociates, or supporiers®

A number of experienced werigatars
exprossed surprise that the Saodis Lad nol
been interviewed “Certainly i would by
my expectation tha they would de thay
savs Qliver “Buck™ Revell, ormes assocnalg
deputy director of the FB.I

CHere seu have an atack with substane
tial hinks te Saudi Arabia” Jobn Manm
says. “hou would want otk o peaple
i the Saudi roval By and the Saudy
governmenm, partculan v sines thes e
pledged cooperation

Did a simple disclamies fiom vhe s
Laden r.mm\ mean gy one i witne
by had ane contae
non witisoeser TN

COT el

RPN
<l

diii <

mien i Loaden, an earan
Os AR W
siebeis of e el o

LT T S (AR Ixan

s, Lokd

s P

-.

S N et

Proens 1y jri=h

toallegesd wammes b g

£ RETI RN
Taen theee
[+
| LS TR C s W R
ol warh e Woarld ASesembly
Toslean e b

et

erg LR
[wcrzitignnts Jdet by Nainl

eob Bhuslun Sewaly
At the Phalippine mihitas hate
el ortasd wane o fardmn des
romisty e Komhua aed the Phibp-

panes Ty was aehed an

ihe decision fo lei an ulrplune
filled with Saudis, including

_'Imembers of the bin Laden fumlly,;

leave ihe couniry

W OSSP BT NS a secuw iy
ol who served under Crearge W, Bush
“Theres o douby aboag 0"

FB 1 olicwls dechned sy conment on
the v estigaben, which was tweported
Wasism™s P basandiarn bt 1lie Jdnoumients
Uik the tle on Shdallaly and Qmer
was feoponed on Sepretsiber 19 2000 while
he Saady repataation was siil mindes wan

Wals AN

il

*These documems show there

cpen FRID mestcaton inty these guss

1 the time of et derarine g Dl
Wi EenS, s Sstiater (07 Lhe Pubhs
Fudncation Cenien. the Washangtan, DO

[RH T HTFTR wal the dociimizals

Do cuppe oo the

Lite Haruse ot

AN P S TR

by pes

el e

chatthing alengside loey
hiedeon Toezs Both the Saudis and k.
Sacans supponted these miliang;
heiprig 1o wxpel the Sovigts f
anptan, these suernflas, fed by Osa,
men phcd mue the errerist nge.

O FTTRR S

Vs | andenies
B it s al-Olieds \Zang guiestic .,
P aboul the exie o whieh the 5.
setued weosuppart rubiant sl iy
wontalsny atter bin Laden and al-Ouet
Dallagking WS L withe G,
Lrarmy the Chnon admmistratien, o:
Sty repeaiedhy resisted allempls by 1he
e Seiwes o track the funding of ter
s within the kmadom, According '
Wicduard Chuge . whao ded than initistive,
hete were several reasons for resistance
froa the Saudis “Soime of them were
ey sympathetic to al-Caeds,” he sans
“Sovpae of them chought that of they al
foevood wocertarn Jdegree ol canpEtitiv
Wil al-Qaedin, alQaeda would leive them
alane And some of them were merely re-
detimg in @ kneegedk, insunciive way
awhit thow Dekevpd wag interfarenge incheyr
mbet nal affaies ™
Awdin and again, the U8 Trewsury
Dyepartment has gone lier the directons
\.11' varws Blamie chanties for pro-
B viding suppent 10 aeirorists, bn Og-
Tober 2002 the Couned an fFar-
eign Relations asserted that,
muore than a yeor after 9711 gl
Qaeda continued to raise funds
from wealthy Saudi supporters.
Lust November, Veusweex re-
poried that thousands of dollars
chumable mifts from Princess Hinfa,
the wife ol Prince Bamdar, had indi
rectly ended up i the hands of two
of the September 11 hijackers. And
members of the raval family,

n-

many
dlong with several members of the
[aden Gumily, are now defendants in the
$1 inlhon cluss-acuon lawsuit filed on
behalf of 4000 relatves of 9/11 viclims.
Documents fited i the suil allege that
Prince Bandar’s father, Defense Minste:
Pionee Sultan, has contributed at least S6
mullien sinee 1994 to four charities that fi-
nance Dsama bin Laden and al-Qaeda.
Sultam’s own gtiornevs acknowladge thit
or b consceutive vears he approved an:
nual pavments of about $266.000 10 the
Imernaponal Islamic Rehief Oreanization—
a NSaude chariny whose ULS. offices were
randed by tederal spems. Casey Cooper
an attorney for Prince Sullan, savs, “The
atleganons have no menn” [He adds that
Prwwwe Suhan awhedized the arams as
part of Qs officnl governmental Juties

aad adid nal kno-vm;.'\ fund (@rrorism.

{ Prinve Sultin
n..‘udu.i a ihe Liw-

Oana b Taden. the

Ti

oy ek ol hunah

:
ali2eton 2om

il laoaddican o

st campnn e Sau Tandeddin Group,

cepp il

atl =

NCTA000088274

72



http:ru.ltJon.11
http:upp�:.rh
http:lii.:1.1l
http:lltthl.tt

v ihe it
s ihe charge

has been numed oy a delfe

Al the heart of the allegan
that tive delandanty knew some ol
money was going W ak-Queda and there-
fore had some responsibis fur the Sey-
tember i
Mans o the Saudis achnoviede: that
the: conttthuted (o the chanties in question
but say ther had 0o knowdedgs that the
moncey would end up in the hands o 4l
Crieda. “Thic bigees problem we huse with
Sawdi ch.xrmc:; s poor and sleppy man-
agement,’ Nail al-juber
The [)[Jh‘mﬂ. atlorneyvs do not consider

that a sausfaciary answer In addivon, the:
behieve that, by intervicmy the bin
Ladens and members af the raai
famiby befine they teft the country.,
the government could have an-
swered some Kev questions
“They should have been asked
whether they had contacts or
knew of any other Saudi con-
tacts with Osima hin Laden,”
“says Allan Gerson, cn=lead
counsel for ihe plamiiifs in
the case. “\What did they know
about the financing of al-Qaeda?
What did they know about the use of char-
itable mstitutions m the T/ S and elsewhere
2s conduits for terrorism financing? Why
was the Saudi government not responsive
to US pieas i 1999 and 2000 that they
stop turning a bhind eye 10 terrornist finunce-
ing through Saudi banks and charities?”

then

aftachs

Il of which leads o0 the question ul’

who mude the decision to let the

Savdis go. And why? Could the long-
standing relationship between the Saudis
and the Bush family have influenced the
administration?

National-security experts such as Rich-
ard Clarke find that suggestion dubious.
“Prince Bandar played a very key role
during the (irst Guif War,”" Clarke says.
“He was very close to the Bush family.
But [ don't think it’s accurate to say that
he plays that role now There's a realization
that we have to work with the government
we've got in Saudi Arabia. The alterna-
tives could be far worse. The most likely
replacement (o the House of Saud 1s like-
Iy to be more hostile—in fact. extremeiv
hastile—to the UJ.§ That's probably the
reason the admimstranon treats it the way
it Joes-—-not any personal relationship ™
With the war on terror gerting under way.
the US. wanted Saudi cooperauon. and
repatraton wis clearly a high prionty at
the highest levels of the kingdom

Sull. th2 Busi-Saudi relatuonsinp saises
S2rions Questions, :f only because it o »
i sheors

0

exuaerduiaes Jor iwo presidents
LON o

xh.n ~

uch 4 long and ach personal lasior:

any fwenen poven much less one

Besthi s e e UPS cenmanug i
Aned at iroublesoine as Saud Anily.,

It i i Lhe malTOs, when taas
caing S ’h" 1es Salem b
Ladon, O Brother and i
head 1 the QL- XN 15 nladm Greupe and

Khaidd v Mallouz o bllosase Sauds
Bankot -fiiy came o Tesus hoping 1o
I robical eeletorsips Tooreprasent

then Amernan wtzests they chase a
[Heusten buanessman nagned James R
Bath, who kg Gearge W Bish from the

Teway Aor Mational Guand Bath insest

ed SSO 0 an.Bush's new ol compansy,

"We w'ene‘n‘i the midst of

and here we were seeing an

‘ aevacuuhon of the bin Ladens!

Arbusto. He denies.
however, that lus mvestment represented
the Saudis’ interesis

[n 1986, Gieorge WY Bush sold the fatest
incatnaton of his fuling o company (o
Harken Fnergy, an independent Texas ol
compaity Uit was strugghng atsell, and 100k
a seat on its beard of directors By then
Khaliel bin Mahfouz had become the Jargest
stockholder in the Bank of Commerce &
Credit International, or B.C C.L, an inter-
aational bank which financed drug Jdealers.
ierronsts. and covert operations and which
became known as the most corrupt finan-
ctal mstitnion in histary.

Once Bush was with Harken, a phao-
tom courtship by Khalid b Muhiouz and
B.C.C.1. began. Neither George V. Bush
nor Harken ever had any direct contact
with bin Mahfouz or B.C.C.1. Yet once
Bush took lus seut on the board, wondariul
things started to happen to Harken—new
investients, unexpected sources of financ-
ing. serendipttous drilling rights. Among
those wuh tinks to B C.C 1. who came 10
Harken's aid were the Arkansas invest-
ment hank Stephens Inc.. Saudi tnves-
tor Sheik Abdullah Bakhsh. und the Emir
af Behtain, who unexpectedly awarded
Harken exclusine offshore driihng rights.
[n (991 0 H0F Serece Jowrnal wvestiga-
on mto Hauken's B.O G
el “The aumber of B.C Cl-connected
people who aad deafings wih Harken—all
sines Greorze N Bush came on board--
< che gueston o

112s conchni-

[thoswase o, aether

o H Y (TR

ihey sy B LY PEeSE

denint s’

s Hlas (]:f)l‘_JL‘ H W Bash and Jamgs
<7 cetuined (o the prizale seet

M ITH
[ 5t fadb began 1o reap the bep.
o their friendship with the Saudy,
1. [Baber

INCK L POSIGON 38 sClr

Th.

Conint ek ety the Carinde Group. the $ig

Ballieor pinatee-cquits ficoy, uo wears e
Bush ed on Jas sener advser In
formier Baush prime minisier John Najey
pened e firny as well

eral occasmns, Bush, Baker and

oy
NMoger fleve o Saudt Arubia wath Carade
execiires to meet with and sprak betore
mermoers of the roval family and wealthy
businessmen such us the bin
22 Ladens and the by dbgh.
fouzes. Saudi Arubia’s rich-

cst banking fumihy
As world leaders why

Y. had defended the Sau-

Iy fe. and the Mrm's prachices

atlowed them (o do sa with-
out sullyving their hunds by
asking for money dircctly.
“Bush’s speeches are abowt what
15 Hke to be a former president, and
what it's hke to be the father of a presi-
sivs Carlyle C'E.O David Ruben-
stein. “He doesn’t 1alk about Carlyle m
solicit savestors.” After Bush's speeches,
Rubenstern and his fund-raising team
would come in for the money “Carlyle
wanted 0 open up doors.” ane obseiner
id The Independent. “and they bring in
Bush and Mujor, who suved the Saudis’
ass i the Guif War. If you got these guys
coming tn ... those companies are gong
10 have it prewty good.™ Rubensiein says
Bush and Baker were not grven special
treatment in Saudi Arabia. “They were
well recened theie, as they are through-
out the world.”

dis duing the Grutt Wiy,
Bush. Bake:. and Maojor
had the potential 1o be
star rainmakers for Car-

dent,”

source close to the Saudi governiment
says that the joyal famiy viewed -
westing 1in the Carlyle Group as a
way 10 show gzratitude 1o President Bush
for defending the Saudis m the Gull. \War.
“George Bush or James Baker would meet
with all the big 2uvs in the royal family.”
the source says “Indirectly. the. messagz
wis | 'd appreciate it il vou put some mon-
2y in the Carlyle Group.'™
According o The Hashmgon Posi. Prince
Bandar was among those who unested. In
1993 the bin Ladens jomed m Khalid bhin
Mahtouz's sons Abduicabman and Suvitzn
according to fam-
Abduirabman bin
A1 the Mewaiag

became iwestars as weil,
v cttorses Cheri Seday
Naloer vas asdtiecto
Foundan o,
the U'N Treasuir

ahich Bas been desienated ™

Depatunent 48 ~an 4l
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“Abdulruhman a.

CQaeda lront ™
made an avesument moane of the Car

funds in 1265 which 1 in the neghl ol oo
of $30 mullion.” Sedky wrote i an com:
“The mveameni s heid for their b
Sanu Blama” an isestment man.
has ofien vorked with the bin MJ!
famile. Sedhy sdded that the bin Mahy o
famity condemas terrorsm and deres thon
funds 1t has given 1o charities hass »eun
used to finance terror. Carh le categnmcail
denies that the tan Nahfouzes are i <o
have cuer been mvestors. Reached on - .-
cauion n Michigan, Cherifl Sedky stond v
his original statement. 'l assume that « -
Ivle has records of imvestments from sone-
body on the bin Mablouz side, whether o
s with Sami Ba'arma as a nomince o
sameone clse,” he siid. Headded that
Baarma was a st cousin of the bin fih.
fouz biothers.

In all. Carlule officials say that the Sau

et Py

dis have invested $30 myllion in the tim it )

1s unclear how much of tha was paed R
lowing meetngs attended by former pres-
dent George Bush or James Baker. The hin
Ladens put $2 million in the Carhyle e
ners [ Fund, a relatvely smalf sum tha
was said to be part of a larger package
One fanily member, Shafig bin Laden,
was atlending an avestar conference
held by the Carlyle Graup in
Washinglon on September 1,
200} But afler the attacks of
that day, Carlyle bought out

the bin Ladens' interest. "At

first [ fett it was unfair to

blame the other 33 hall-

siblings because of this guy

they haven’t scen in 10

vears.” Rubenstein says. “But
then. [ realized, hie st f2ir at
umes.”

Therei1s no evidence (o suggest that
Carlyle plaved any role in the reputria-
tion of 'the Saudis, but public advocates
argue that the Bush-Saudi ties create
least the appearance of a corulict of inter-
est. “You would be less inclined o do ans-
thing forceful or dynamic if you we ued
in with theny financially.” says the Cen-
ter for Public Integritv’s Charles Lewts
“That's common sense.”

n September 18. 2001 3 specially re-
configured Boeing 727 flew at least

five members of the bin Laden fanulh

back to Ssudi Arabia from Logan awpoit.
On September 19, President Bush »
speechuriing team wis working on . stir-
ring address (o be defivered the next das.
oMicialy declaring 2 aiobal war on
COUr war onterror Loowall not end o
every terrantst group of global reach Has
been found. stopped, and Jdeiegicd. b
would vow A\t ihe Pemagon. planning was

foge = p5 3 @ ) .
i
i e BTED J
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Foi o prlln . .
o il
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; b 1
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to b prlace anerail odare
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Tnrde Cemter ha b depagts] o

L OWCPE Tl i
e b Nevenal thon wand e
Gere tosted bron ihe werpaoat”
LB TR
webvnappad
Loy Kenton, -

DV LA e
Rivee of then o

o whai, say

tector ot a szt o bopan
The BV 4 Bad allaas oo
imercnal iehis e e s Sep-
tember FoLoacdone v thes come,
phod wath ke secmniny aneasines

[ owan, Bonves s hecair ¢ o -

Bk Boks

: ‘and Md;or ﬂew to Saudi Amblu |

with Carlyle execufives fo-

- meet with members of ihe

royal fumlly

ous sec-

rity ssues, did not re-
apen unnl September 15, two daws later
Even then, i Galic resumed slowlh S
when a call came mie D ogans Emergenes
Operinons Conler m the catly aliernoan o
Septemiver 19 savang that the chaser au-
craft was gong i pack ap members of the
bin Laden fanuh, Kinten was meredudous
“We were i the nuast of the sonst ierronst
“and here we were

act iy sk, he savs,
seeng an evacnition o the bin Ladens'™
Like Kintor Virguis Buckingham then
the ead of ihe Muasaachusctis Poir A
o, wisch onasees Logan v stunned

"
i

T DY i

N N

wd Y o P d am . By gesstgned

' Fasy o o
fw & @ ® B v Lo e,
fl¢ et et Pl K e
Pranle 30 be Vo BL cafdie G
T 5 s i had been
IS e According o
] 447 e L, 8
Lo it R ‘i"ll\nlng < n-
b B Fag net B d el oner thy
o bty anerde s Gy severad dag s YR
BTt R0 saINC o ST ORI untl was
0 1+ dnperone jor the

e ropulniaon was
amd Newmk, 1wa
where just a few dass
had vrgmated

oo thengh foe

ol The asipert.

cailicn the hijaching:

DESERT STORMERS
George H. W. Bush ond
former British prime minister
John Maijor visit King Fohd
in Saud: Arabio, 2000.

Ax the len L adens began to
appioach Boston, the top brass
Gl Logun wirport were agog at
what was taking place. But feder-
al law hid not allow them much leeway
1o restoict mdnidual lights. U1 wanted o
go 1o the lghest authonues in Washing-
ton” savs Tom Konon “This was aceall lor
them But this was not st some mysiery
ftight diopping it Logan Te had been ©0
thrce Mayor rparts alresdy, and we were
the last stop fsis known, The federal au-
thonbies knew v hat it was domng. And we
were fold 1o let it come ™

Kinton and his co-workers were also
wld o let the other s Ladens board and
nlane w iene and return 0
As Vinone: Buckingham put
of Jdathiness. they did”
St stact qo the just

io alow the
Saudi Arat
B Wi & GNEs

I ey s

Jaciared i omerse What happened on
[ s Ve enme.” savs
1. il - Yaspwe Depraris

ot el all o war And

A0l B D
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Lexington, Kentucky Flights

Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashed al-Maktoum
United Arab Emirates

Kecueland Horse Auctions, t exmglon, KY

two groups of royals ftom the Arabian
Peawnsuta- onc fiom Saudi Arabla lea by Ponce
Ahmed bin Salman bin Abdulayr and dnother
from the Uarled Arab Emleates led Uy Shelk
Hamadan bin Raghed al-Maktoum:-weee
2\tending Lhe hocse auctons 2t { exinglon, KY at
the ime of Ihe Seplember 11 atacks

o— >

Boeing 747

o

Prince Ahmed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz
Saudi Arabia

e e
—
UAE 747

UAE 747 leaves Lexington,
KY 1o UAE.

USCS and FB! examine all
passengers' passpons.
Aiccraft inspected for
unauthorized passengers
prior 10 lake-off. AW
p ger and crew names
checked against Secunity
Directive List. No matches
__were found.
265A-280350-1S serial 249

a

9/15/01, 8:10 A1 J

—_— O erme— =

Tlorda o Kentucky

Piince Sultan bin Fahad bin Salman bin
Abdutaziz and three ¢ ions arvive
% from Florida to Lexington, Kentucky.
They attempled to fly but were not
|| givenclearance. Instead, they drove. |

265A-NY-280350-LS serial 42 and telcall
with agent in Lexmgton RA

Evening, 13 Seplember 2001

_ MNote: This travel 15 alleged o have Laken place
by 3ir, according lo the Vanity Fair arlicle. An FBI .
communication also reports thal these individuals

fiew, according 10 off-duly Lexinglon polke -

. officers. However, FBI Lexinglon cleasly recalt

. thal these ngrduals attempted o board Mighls in «

Florda, bul were refused permission 1o Ay,

Chiartered 727

Ahmad O I 2] Brebr
Al ben Mohammed Aoum
Jesus Calda
Jack Rusbndge
Salah al-lammads
Ehav Abuagla Salim Mohammed

Ahme3d A M. 313
Talal H1. M. al-Mejiad

Aboulsalam A M. al-11addad
Tahad A A a'-2eid
Hashim Abdelmaged Bashir

Prince Ahmed bin Salman bin
a Abdulazir’s party depaits
2| Lexinglon lo Saudi Arabia via
Goose Bay, Newloundland and
- london, England.
__QZGSA-NY»ZEO)SO-LS serial 12

Evening, 16 Seplember 2003
e s el s venn suy

Prince Ahmeg tan Salman bin Abxdulanz
Prince Sultan bin Fatiad bin Salman bin Abdutanz

Hohammed Osman Ahmed el-Marazk

srssiiss o
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~

(o]
NCTA000088278



p-v1 03X

£50000000

UNCUASSIFIED//L AW ENFORCEIMENT SENSITIVE

| Providence Fligh'tA

e )

-

Sheik al-Ibrahim

L)

Sheik al-Ibrahim arrives in the

us

Ve

Sheik al-1brahim arrives
in the US with the
intention of going to
school. He arrives with
18 pieces of oversize
luggage. He and his
companions travel
throughout New England
from 4 September to 11
September visiting
schools.

Cy—-
O
freres e A
ce

Sheikh al-1brahim departs Providen

departs Providence, Rl Lo Paris,
France on a chartered jet. The
Sheik's father had instructed him

4 to return to Saudi Arabia. All
");} passengers were interviewed by

FBI and INS agents. During the
interviews, USCS and Rhode
Island Stale Police searched the
group’s luggage with negalive
results.

265A-NY280350-LA serial 4757

N

9/4/01

265A-NY-280350-LA serial 4757 |

Sheik Mashour al-Ibrahim’s party |

_

9/14/01

Sheik Mashour al-1brahim
Abdouliah al-Shwran
Aly Haffan Soliman
" Younes ben Brahim Jaballah

UNCLASSIFIED//LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Saudi Royal Family Members in Las Vegas

Las Vegas Flights

o

Prince Abdul Majeed Abdut Az

8N350-CO serral 8786

{ P )

N

46 Individuals depant Las Vegas

LIS agents weve presort.

51 members of the Prince’s party, Induding
the Prince, leave on 8 Republic of J
|Gabon-Nagped DC-B, tanl mmber TR-LTZ 1
Geneva, Switrertand. Before departure, the
aitcralt was swept, perimetes security
prowded, and ali persons boarding were
matched to the previously provided
passports and & manilest. FBI, USCS and

| 18 individuals depan Las Vegas
|18 members of the Prince’s part
feave on a Boein) 727, tak mumber
N227PX, 10 Stamstead Alrport in
London, England. Before departure,
o] the awual was swep, permeter
seautity was provided, and aft
Ppersons boarding were matched to
perviously provided passparts and 8
manifest.

AN o' iies

9/19/01

Prince Abdvimajead bin AbAAR Y

Saad Sowstem
A Abduvavnan

Moteh & 0. #1-On
Wied S. A #-Aposh
Muster M. A A-Sweltim

Game! B ardm - Vabwany
A ¥Qusa

Gies Gevard
Fano A S. al-Sakem

000000050

P S—

CH | I——
265A-280350-CO sesial B786

34 Indviduals feave Las Vegas
34 members of another Saud) Arsbian royal
party departed Las Vegas on an L-1011, tatf
number K1BIAY, 10 Pars, France. Belore
departure, the aircralt was swept, pedmeter
. g | vecunty provided, and all persons boarding
x| were matched to  previousty-obtained
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TOP SECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

: Office .of General Counsel

Mr. Daniel Marcus,

Geherei Counsel

11 February 2004

Natlonal Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States '

Third Floor

RLoshy

R

2100 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20427

. Re: (U) ReSpense_to Item No. 1 of Document Request No. 17
Dear Mr. Marcus:

(U) - This responds to DCI Document Request No. 17 .
(“DR #17”), issued by The National Commission on Terrorist
Attacks Upon the Unlted States (the “Comm1s51on ) on
7 August 2003. By agreement ‘this response is part of a.
*rolling” production in which the Central Intelligence Agency .
(CIA) is providing documents to the Commission as soon as they
are identified as responsive.

(U) The first page of each enclosed document has been -
sequentially bates-stamped. In this, and all future document
productions, the first digit of the bates-stamp identifies the
specific DCI Document Request to which the document responds and
the remaining digits refer to the document number.

(U) This production includes document numbers 1700101
through 1700102, responsive to Item No. 1 of DR#17. All of
these documents are, by prior agreement, being retained by the
Agency and are available for your inspection at CIA

headquarters.
Downgrade to UNCLASSIFIED when CL BY: [ ]
Separated from attachments CL REASON: 1.4 (c)

DECL ON: X1

Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.50
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Withheld from public release
by National Archives and
Records Administration
under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.50

Mr. Daniél Marcus -

(U) If you have any guestions, please contact me at

sihlerely,

. ~ Robert P. Morean
Assistant General Counsel

Enclosures:
" As stated

Withheld from public release. . 2
by National Archives and

Records Administration —TOP—SEERER/

under 36 C.F.R. § 1256.50
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United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

JFOP-SECRET/COMINT/HUMINT/NOFORN//ORCON, EXDIS
{SECRET when separate from attachments) W

MEMORANDUM FOR DANIEL MARCUS W{/&\

GENERAL COUNSEL
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON TERRORIST ATTACKS UPON THE
UNITED STATES

SUBJECT: National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States
‘ Request for Documents (Requests Nos. 1, 3 and 4) (U)

(U) This is in response to the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks
Upon the United States request for State Department documents.

{85 Attached are seventeen special compartmented documents responding
to the Commission’s first, third and fourth requests. They include documents
received by Department principals concerning disruption of the financing of al-
Qaida, communications from our embassies that discuss Usama bin Laden and
al-Qaida, security at USG facilities in Pakistan, visa policy documents, and the
USG investigation of Omar Ahmed Abdurrahman.

(U) Under Executive Order 12958, the Department of State may not
disseminate classified information outside the Executive Branch except under
conditions that ensure the same security afforded to such information within the
Executive Branch. We ask that only appropriately cleared members of staff be
granted access to the material and that it be protected by applying standards as
least as stringent as E.O. 12958 on the handling of classified information.

-FOP-SEERET/COMINT//HUMINT//NOFORN//ORCON, EXDIS//MR
~SECRET when separate from attachments)
Classified by: Derived from Multiple Sources
Reason: E.O. 12958 1.4 (c) and (d)
DECL: Sources marked X1
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“FOP-SEERET//COMINT//HUMINT//NOFORN//ORCON, EXDIS
SEERET when separate from attachments) ‘
. R

(U) We hope this information is useful to you. As alW;lys, please do not
hesitate to contact us if you have further questions.

[l e

- Executive Secretary
Attachments: '

(M92 1. Next Meeting of PCC Group
JJA0b2.  Pakistan: Wrongheaded Security Assessment
u(qo’l 3 Pakistan: Threat Assessment

IMO‘M. Nayif Did Not Rule Out Foreign Involvement in Khobar Blast
\Mof5.  Terrorism: Usama Bin Laden

|4t 6. Embassy Response to Recent Publication Entitled “Saudi Responsibility

in the Spread of Militant Islam

(¢4t 7. Saudi Reaction to Pakistani Efforts to Expel Bin Ladin From Afghanistan
Ml')“& Omar Ahmed Ali Abdurrahman - Request for Country Clearance for FBI

Special Agent
0“’7 9.  FBI Visit on Omar Abdel Rahman
M %1410.  The Case of Omar Abdel Rahman
14 01151 1.  FBI Visit on Omar Abdel Rahman
b 12.  Consular Operations in Khartoum Irregularities in Consular Operatlons
and NIV Issuance
j4a11 13, Visas Condor Criteria
R §14. Removal of Malaysia from Visas Condor Program and Adoption of
Appropriate Condor Education Criteria
' I‘MM 15. Review of Nonimmigrant Visa Issuance Policy and Procedures
S10/Z-03-09
\4%16.  Visas Viper Procedural Update for 2003 .
|44217.  OIG Recommendations for Improving VISAS VIPER: Letters to CIA,
NSA, and DIA
18. Incoming Commission requests (Nos. 1,3 and 4)

—'FOP—SEGRET//COMINT//HUMNT//NOFORN//ORCON EXDIS
~SEERET when separate from attachments)
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