
COOPERATION IN SPACE 
Agreement Between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Concerning 

Cooperation in the Exploration of the Use of Outer Space for the Peaceful Purposes. May 24, 1972 

The United States of America and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics; 

Considering the role which the U.S.A. and the U .S.S.R. 
play in the exploration and usc of outer space for peaceful 
purposes; 

Striving for a further expansion of cooperation between 
the U .S.A. and the U.S.S.R. in the exploration and use 
of outer space for peaceful purposes; 

Noting the positive coopera tion which 
already experienced in this area; 

Desiring to make the results of 
from the exploration and use 
purposes available for the ben A~~~~F~~~;~£ 
countries and of all peoples of t'nl~N-1'0Ill0 

Taking into consideration /tltei.!Ji)'f,(;l}ils.iq'rl$ 
on Principles Governing 
Exploration and Use of O u 
and Other Celestial .Bodies, 
the Rescue of Astronauts, th 
the Return of Objects Lau""''""~~·vi~,·~~~ ~" 

In accordance with the 
States of America and the Union 
publics on Exchanges and 
nical, Educational, Cultural, and Other 
April 11 , 1972, and in order to develop further 
ciples of mutually beneficial cooperation nl'l'w••t> 
countries : 

Have agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE 

The parties will develop cooperation 
space meteorology ; study of the natural t>,t:ijalrt' n 

ploration of near earth space, the nm~~~~~~~~~ 
and space biology and medicine; a 
cooperate to take all appropria te 
and achieve the fulfillment of the 
Discussion on Space Cooperation 
National Aeronautics and Space Admin 
Academy of Sciences of the U .S.'S.R. dated 
197 1. 

ARTICLE 2 

The parties will carry out such cooperation by means 
of mutual exchange!' of scientific information and delega­
tions, through meetings of scientists and specialists of both 
countries, and also in such other ways as may be mutually 
agreed . Joint working groups may be created for the 
development and implementation of appropriate pro­
grams of cooperation. 

ARTICLE 3 

T he Parties have agreed to carry out projects for devel­
oping compatible rendezvous and docking systems of 
United States and Soviet manned spacecraft and stations 
in order to enhance the safety of manned flights in space 
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and to provide the opportunity for conducting joint scien­
tific experiments in the future. It is planned that the fi rst 
experimental flight to test these systems be conducted 
during 1975, envisaging the docking of a United States 
Apollo-type spacecraft and a Soviet Soyuz-type spacecraft 
with visits of Astronauts in each other's spacecraft. The 
implementation of these projects will be carried out on the 
basis of principles and procedures be developed 
in accordance with the Summary of the Meeting 
Between Representatives of Aeronautics 

Space Administration .R. Academy of 
' ~"''~'""' ",..< on the Compatible Sys-

Spacecraft 
the U.S.S.R. dated 

international efforts to re­
w in the exploration and 

n~>'~r~·' "' purposes with the aim of 
in space and further develop­

law and will cooperate in this 

mutual agreement determine other 
in the exploration and use of outer 

purposes. 

ARTICLE 6 
"'"''""'''" shall enter into force upon signature 

remain in force for five years. It may be modi­
by mutual agreement of the Parties. 

Eat Moscow this 24ti1 day of May 1972 in dupli­
in the English and Russian languages, both equally 

FoR T HE U NITED STAT ES OF AMERICA: 

cZ~~ 
RICHARD NIXON 

President of the United States 

FoR THE U NION oF Sov rET Soc iALIST REPUBLics,: 

k~t..V7 
A . N. Kosvc iN 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
of the USSR , .. -~- !!!!- · !!:!!- -!!!:!--~~~ 
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