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1 | These records are created under The Energy Employees Occupational
liness Compensation Program Act of 2000 (EEOICPA) which
established a compensation program for individuals who, over the

past 50 years, have performed duties uniquely related to the nuclear
weapons production and testing programs of the Department of
Energy (DOE) and its predecessor agencies. Under the Act, the
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is
responsible for conducting occupational radiation dose reconstructions
for certain workers with cancer who files claims for compensation
under EEOICPA. See attached records schedule description.
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1. Energy Worker Compensation Case Files

These case files are created under The Energy Employees Occupational lliness
Compensation Program Act of 2000 (EEOICPA) which established a compensation
program for individuals who, over the past 50 years, have performed duties uniquely
related to the nuclear weapons production and testing programs of the Department of
Energy (DOE) and its predecessor agencies Under the Act, the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 1s responsible for conducting occupational
radiation dose reconstructions for certain workers with cancer who filed claims for
compensation under EEOQICPA

Each employee case file record contains (in either hard copy and/or electronic medium)
the following the initial claim information received from DOL, the information received
from DOE, information from the claimant or survivors, the dose reconstruction, and any
subsequent correspondence/records.

Authorized Disposition Cutoff files in the year when all action on the clam has ended
Maintain at NIOSH for 15 years after cutoff, transfer to the FRC and destroy/delete 75
years after cutoff

Additional Background Information

The office within NIOSH that operates this program and maintains these files is
called OCAS, the Office of Compensation Analysis and Support A complete
description of the OCAS program can be found on the NIOSH public web site at
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ocas/default htmi

The claims process 1s somewhat complex Once an individual files a claim with
the Department of Labor (DOL), DOL verifies the eligibility of the claimant and
sends the information to NIOSH. NIOSH then obtains additional information from
DOE relative to the claimant and the site where he worked (e g , radiation
monitoring data). NIOSH also conducts telephone interviews with the clamant to
obtain any additional information regarding radiation exposure and work history
that could help in completing the dose reconstruction. Once NIOSH completes
the radiation dose reconstruction, the results are sent to DOL. DOL then makes
the determination of probability of causation (whether an individual’s cancer Is at
least as likely as not to have been caused by occupational exposure to 1onizing
radiation), and whether to award compensation under the Act.

The records begin in October 2001. NIOSH currently has about 700 linear feet of
files (for 13,500 individuals) It i1s difficult to estimate what the final volume might
be The trend in the number of claims being filed appears to be dropping, but
DOL and DOE are actively publicizing the program to encourage all eligible
individuals to participate  NIOSH is aware of eligible individuals who have
elected not to file a clam It 1s estimated that there are about 600,000 DOE
employees/contractors with potential exposures, and about 1/4 to 1/3 of those
may develop cancer. This corresponds to 150,000 to 200,000 potential claimants
(about 11 to 15 times what we have received to date), which would translate to
between 7,700 and 10,500 linear feet It 1s important to remember that this Is a
hypothetical calculation. NIOSH does not anticipate that that many claims will be
fled Also, the above numbers are based on the current wording of the statute

If in the future Congress amends the language of the statute to change the
compensation criteria, then the number of claims could change

The files are arranged by clamant (with SSN as the identifying key). Each file 1s
assigned a unique tracking number based on its date of receipt.


http://www.cdc.gov/nlosh/ocas/default

The 75 year retention 1s based on the estimated outside edge of a person’s
lifespan The basis for an individual's claim can change with each new cancer,
so NIOSH wants to ensure that the records are retained for the individual’s
lifetime The records are not intended for future epidemiological research
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